Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionThe Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



//. (l^ 


THE 


SECRET CORRESPONDENCE 


Of 


m:adame de maintenon, 


!• 


WITH TBS 


PRINCESS DES URSINS; 


FROM TBB 


ORIGINAL MTANUSCRIPTS 


IN THE POSSESSION OF 


THE DUKE DE CHOISEUL. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH. 


IN THREE VOL 


VOL, I 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR GEO. B. WHITTAKER, AVE MARIA LANE. 

1887. 


/.I 


S.ONDON: 


J 


1 
f 


PREFACE. 


Amoko the most useful publications of tljie 
French^ are their numerous memoirs. Those of 
SuUy were the forerunners of many which h^yç 
told mankind to measure the conduct of kings 
and courtiers by a truer stsCndard than they wçr^ 
^ont. The Due de St* Simon in his mempir^> 
first published in 1788, has cleared up ma^y uur 
certainties relating to the private and political 
conduct of his friend the Regent. The letteri^ 
lately re-published» from the Duchess ot 
Orleans to Caroline» who afterwards became the 
wife of George II., exhibit a scene of depravity 
almost incredible, and wholly unknown in this 
country. Monsieur Len^optey's edition of the 
Journal of the Marquis de Dangeau,. and the 
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Memoirs of Madame de Hausset^ the attendant of 
Madame de Pompadour, with the present vo- 
lumes, form almost a complete account of the 
reign of Ze Grand Monarque. 

The love of truth is a great distinguishing 
proof of superiority, therefore every work which 
draws away the veil of error, and exposes the 
naked facts, is useful, and generally interests the 
inquirer. Authentic and genuine accounts of the 
characters of kings, and the causes of their poli- 
tical conduct, are highly important, as affording 
examples by which monarchs may be warned, 
and subjects instructed — by which the enslaved 
may be taught the impotence of their oppressors, 
and be led to aspire to freedom — and the free 
reminded of the value and blessings of en- 
lightened government, which ensures the preserr 
vation of property, liberty, and life. Such works 
teach us to be more contented with our stations, 
by showing us that the halo of a court only 
dazzles the sight, and prevents the passions, 
weaknesses, and misery of those it surrounds 
being seen. 

A forcible exemplification of these truths is 
afforded, by the disclosure of the proceedings and 
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manners of Louis XIV. and his court. Parasites» 
and contemporary writers, either mercenary or 
deceived, have enveloped his conduct in false and 
brilliant colours, and given a surreptitious air of 
grandeur to his political career, and a frivolous 
tinsel to his courtiers, which has been mistaken 
by the many for elegance of manner and refine- 
ment of mind. 

The works before mentioned, and these letters» 
will show that king and his court in their proper 
lights, and prove Ze Grand Monarque to have 
been an ignorant, bigotted despot, the mere 
puppet of harlots, courtiers, and buffoons ; and 
the latter, with few exceptions, a degraded and 
vicious race, the fittest train for such a king. 

The writer of these letters was a character of 
no common stamp, because, in it all the leading 
features were, though of a secondary order, in- 
tensely developed. 

Frances D*Aubigné was the maiden name of 
the celebrated Marquise de Mainte^on. She 
was born in the prison of Niort, in léèST where 
her father was confined for debt ; and there she 
passed four years of her infancy. On his being 
released, he sailed for Martinique, and lived on a 
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small plantation for nearly six years^ and then 
died. An aunt» professing the tenets of Calvin^ 
became her preceptress ; but her mother being a 
rigid catholic» by perseverance and severity» com- 
pelled her to renounce her Calyinistic creed» an4 
embrace that of Rome. 

Although her family was impoverished» and 
her father unfortunate» she was honourably de- 
scended ; for her grandfather» Theodore Agrippa 
D'Aubigné» wte one of the chiefs of the French 
protestants» and a correct historian of the civil 
wars. The house of Bourbon was indebted to 
him» and his coadjutors» for placing them oi^ 
the throne of France; a deed which has beçn 
repaid by intolerance» persecution» and ingrà^ 
titude. \ 

Frances was beautiful» and friendless; thesip 
qualities attracted the attention of the deformeci^ 
bu£foon Scarron» then in repute for his parodies,^ 
and burlesque compositions. He pro£fered her 
his hand» fortune he had none» and she was 
induced to become his wife» for the sake of 
having a protector. Her natural disposition 
being cold , and reserved» she easily assumed 
the appearance of austerity^ and so retained a. 
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blameless reputation^ Notwithstanding her cold- 
ness and reserve, she was ambitious, and, as she 
has written, that " her desire to make a name 
was then her passion." At the age of twenty- 
five, in the ftilness of her beauty, with acknow- 
ledged talents, and attractive manners, she was 
left, by the death of her husband, without the 
means of subsisting ; and was only relieved from 
this deplorable condition by a trifling pension 
from Anne of Austria,^ but which ceased with her 
life^ and again reduced her to destitution. During 
the former period, she was admired by many, and 
the well-known Barillon was among her suitors. 
In the time of her adversity, she was received 
into the houses of the wealthy and the great, but 
not on those terms of equality which more pros- 
perous circumstances would have commanded. 

Mademoiselle de Montespan, at that period the 
reigning favourite of Louis XIV. knew how to 
value her talents and discretion, and being de- 
sirous that her children should be secretly edu- 
cated, determined to commit them to her charge; 
The king, who had conceived a great dislike to 
her, as being a pedant, was long before he yielded 
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to the solicitations of his mistress, but at last he« 
settled on her a pension, and consented to her 
becoming the governess of his offspring. 

Now» placed where she could exert her talents 
to ensure her fame, she did not allow the oppor- 
tunity to escape, but calmly decided on the 
course she would pursue, and pursued it with 
untiring determination. She opposed his dis. 
like by silence and submission, and obtained hisp 
respect, by the strict performance of her duties. 
Madame de Montespan was violent, and capri-* 
cious, while her conversation was tinctured with 
levity. These errors the governess soon perceived, 
smd noted their effects on the monarch. Being 
well-informed, and endued with reflecting power, 
and almost grave in her demeanour, she, with 
great circumspection, and uncommon tact, fol- 
lowed a course the exact reverse of the proud 
. 3f ontespan, and. tl^us gradually weaned the king 
** from her,, who found solace in conduct and con- 

«rsation so precisely opposed to that from whidi 
i often suffered. 

Mada&ie de Montespan soon perceived that 
she had fostered a rival, and yielded to all the 


.asperities which jealousy and fear had excited, and 
so played her riral's sagacious game. Whether 
Madame de Maintenon was actuated by sincere 
r^ard for the welfare of the king, in her great 
exertions to correct his vicious propensities, or 
whether she was so skilled in the knowledge of 
the human mind as to be aware, that a woman has 
no surer powers than those she skilfully uses 
for such ends, must ever remain doubtful. 
Charity would lead us to conclude in &vour of 
her good intention, while her declared ambition, 
and known dissimulation, would tend to induce 
the beUef that she acted from less noble motives. 
Be that as it may, her object was obtained, for 
she withdrew the king from Madame de Mon- 
tespan, and excited in. him affection for his con- 
verter. Her ambition was now stimulated, and 
she added the fears of religion to her advir» «"'' 
so wrought on the monarch, that, after 
endeavouring to break the spell, he s 
married her, after she had attained her 
year, and he had entered his forty-seventh, 

The Due de St. Simon was not her friend, and, 
therefore, his descriptions of her method of 
managing the king must be read wkh some 
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degree of caution ; but as he was a man of high 
religious pnneipie, they are worthy of credit^ and 
are certainly amusing. The Due thus paints 
a cabinet scene, which is so broad and general 
in all its parts, that it may be said to be a coun^ 
terpart of many more. 

'* On the days of business, Madame de Main- 
Jtenon, in whose apartment the ministers trans- 
acted affairs with the king, sat by, reading or 
working tapestry. She quietly heard all that 

• » ■ 

passed, and rarely threw in a word. The word 
was still more rarely of any consequence* The 
king often asked her advice, addressing her in a 
playful tone, as your solidity or your reason- 
ableness. She answered slowly and coldly» 
scarcely ever betraying a prepossession for any 
thing, and never for any person; but the minis- 
ters had their cue. If by chance the king at 
first fixed on her candidate, it was well, the 
ministers were sure to agree ; and they contrived 
, to hinder.the mention of any other. If he shewed 

i 

a preference for any other^ the minister read over 
his own list, rarely recommending any< one 
directly, but hinting at the objections to all, so as 
to leave the king perplexed. In this embarrass^ 
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meiit hé oftem asked the iadyice of the «minister, 
who, after balancing the good and bad qualities 
of all, shewed a slight preference for one. The 
king hesitated, and frequently in that stage re-^ 
ferrêd to Madame de Maintenon ; she smiled, 
affected to be incapable of judging, — said some* 
thing in favour of another candidate, but at last, 
sometimes slowly, as if deliberating^ sometimes, 
as if by sudden accidental recoUeetion, returned 
to the candidate whom she had prompted the 
minister to recommend ; and in this manner she 
disposed of all favours in France/' 
It is evident that Louis sometimes suspected 

that he was being influenced, and then he became 
restive; which was a warning to Madame de 
Maintenon and her minions to be more circum- 
spect. His anger was always submitted to with 
tears and apprehension, an,d she seemed deeply 
anxious to recover the degree of ascendancy 
which she possessed before the rencontre. 

It has been remarked that the qualities of her 
mind were not of an uncommon order, but that 
each of the prominent faculties was very power- 
fully possessed by her. They appear to have 
been extreme circumspection, capability of re- 
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fleeting on the past, and considerable foresight of 
results. Her affections were cold, and she be- 
came the wife of Louis to gratify her ambitioà, 
and not to possess the object of her affections. 
A fair reputation was always prized by her at its 
proper Value, and she maintained it, and used it 
for her-persbnal advantage. No glow of feeling 
seems to have ever wanned her bosom, and even 
her sentiments of justice were often sacrificed 
to policy, for she owns that she d id not attempt 

hpngiigp. X^miiR hitf\ hppn informel of her b aying 
Duce professed the ir tenets : *that circumstance, 
sh e say s, '* induces m e to approv ejaeasures most 
qppogte_to my sentiments/' Her great caution 
was the conséquence of unusual timidity, which 
was again _evinced by her_selfishness, Racine 
wrote, at her request, a pamphlet on the general 
distress and famine, which excited the enmity of 
the king against him, but she had not nobleness 
of spirit enough to defend him. She never inter- 
ceded in favour of the exiled Fenelon, when h er 
wish would have been equal to a co mmand. And 
she left her king and husband on his death-bed, 
when she could not be any longer useful, and' 
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might endanger herself. She did not hear of his 
death until the evening of the second day after. 
She gratified her ambition» bnt did not obtain 
happiness ; for she lived in an atmosphere not 
congenial to her nature, and longed to return to 
the class from which she rose. 

Madame de Maintenon is not to be severely 
censured for not possessing the full development 
of the higher faculties; Providence had not be- 
stowed them on her, and her earliest education, 
and the former part of her life, were not calculated 
to improve even the portion which she possessed. 
In a word, fih^»-"Wtff ^ paH ^nd priiflp.nt wnman, 
who does not appear to have committed any 
active injuries, or perpetrated any resentments, 
but was too selfish to eirert her__pjOWÊr_J.Q do 

good. Wpr^ing \y^rP mtliPr thoRfi nf niriifiginn^ 

than of com mission ; and though she can never be 
loved or admired, she may be justly deemed re- 
spectable, and, perhaps, among the most de- 
serving of the favourites of any king. 

The Princess Ursini, or Ursins, to whom the 
letters are addressed, was a native of France, and 
the widow of two husbands of the families of 
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Talleyrand and Ursinî. In her seeond widow- 
hood, she was sent to attend on the Princess of 
Savoy, the Queen of Philip, and through her to 
manage the Spanish monarch. 


LETTERS 


OF 


MADAME DE 



LETTER 


TO THE PRINCESS DES UR8INS. 

Saint Cyr, May 3l8t, 1706. 

I DID not expect to have had the honor of writ- 
ing to you to-day, and I sent to the Queen to say 
so : but on leaving this, I received a packet from 
M. Amelot, of which it is necessary I should 
acknowledge the receipt through you, not havij;ig 
the courage to address him under such melan- 
choly circumstances. I had seen his letter in 
the hands of M. de Chamillard, who did not seem 
to be dissatisfied with it; though he may have 
been sometimes hurt at seeing himself pressed for 
things which he could not perform. You see too 
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plainly, that the troops are wanted everywhere. 
The ill-fated day of Flanders will affect you in a 
Tariety of points ; but to return to our ambas- 
sador, you may assure him that since he has been 
in Spain, I have not seen a movement of the 
King, of which he would not have been perfectly 
satisfied ; the public do not cease to applaud all 
he has done, and they are not so unjust as to 
blame him for want of success : it would have 
been desirable for you to have had him sooner. 
I see with sorrow, that you think the King could 
not adopt a worse plan, than entering Spain by 
Pampeluna: it is, I believe, pretended, that there 
was no choice : in effect, every thing goes wrong, 
and you may well imagine I do not flatter my- 
self with regard to the future. The King bears 
all like a great man — but he suffers. He was 
at first much hurt to hear it said that his house 
had done nothing worth naming ; he is very mjich 
alive to the honor of the nation. It is certain that 
there were corps which did not act well, and that 
the disorder was great : as to the body guards, 
they were overpowered by nambers. Poor Ma- 
dame de Soubise saw enough, in seeing one of her 
children killed, and the other wounded ; the Duke 
de Guiche performed wonders at the head of his 
regiment. You ought to be complimented on the 
nomination of Cardinal de la Tï'emoille ; this name 
honors the dignity more than It is honored by it. 
The Duke de Noailles is named a lieutenant gene- 
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rai : I am assured he would rather not be so, and 
that our officers would go on better without him. 
I do not know what we shall do with our Princess, 
it does not appear to me, that her constitution can 
sustain so much grief; the Queen is never named 
without bringing tears into her eyes; she feels 
all the King's pain ; I never saw any young per- 
son of her age, capable of such aoute sorrow ; 
her goodness of heart will render her unhappy ; 
she is to be bled on Monday ; the King will also 
be bled on the same day, by way of precaution. 
Believe me, that the general state of affairs does 
not prevent me from often thinking of our own 
situation, or from pitying you with the warm 
attachment, which you know 1 entertain for you. 


LETTER IL 


JO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, June ôth. 1706. 

I DID not believe that the bad state of our affairs 
could b^ exaggerated, and yet this has been 
done, by telling us that the array of the King of 
Spain . had been defeated. The Ijlarquis de 
Brancas had told me that the Duke de * * * * 
had given you an account of everything, so that 
I hope you had formed no desperate resolutions 
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on the first news ; but what have we not to fear 
from the effect which will be produced by that 
of Flanders ? It is necessary to adore the will of 
God in all things : our two kings support religion 
and justice, and they are unfortunate; our ene- 
mies attack both one and the other, and they 
triumph ; God is the arbiter. We are much af- 
flicted, and very uneasy on your account ; the 
march of the King of Spain cannot but be long, 
and there are many things to apprehend. 

^ Yes, the Queen certainly merited a better fate : 
Madame de Brancas has told us new wonders 
of her ; but all is not lost, and she is still young 
enough to witness more than one revolution. 
M. de Chamillard has been in Flanders; his 
journey will be useful : he has given exact details 
of the unfortunate day of the 23d, He has sup- 
plied the fortresses, and our troops will re-assem- 
ble. Do you think there is a more unhappy man 
on earth than the Marshal de Villeroi ? Every 
thing seems to be against him ; his best friends 
agree at least, that he is not fortunate, and that 
thife is a great defect in a general. It appears 
to lïie, that we suffer according to the rank of 
those who most interest us: I have ifot suffi-^ 
cient resolution to write to the Queen ; hef* last 
letter has cost me many tears ; and what âafe 
words to express the part I take in her troubles ? 
It is impossible to comprehend >^hérë ' all this 

will terminate. The Duchess of Bufgrundy is 
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suffocating \vith the vs^pours^ the King is cou* 
rageous^ and a Xl^hristian ; and as for me. Madam» 
I am a woman^ and one of the weakest* 


LETTER III. 


TO TJd£ SAM£. 


Saint Cyr, Juno 20ih» 1706. 

There is no longer any source of joy, and 1 
dread every fresh article of intelligence ; it seems 
to me that we can receive no more good news 
from any quarter, and yet, if you can maintain 
your spirits until our atmy joins the Duke de 
Berwick, the confidence I have in that general 
makes me entertain a little hope. 

The designs of God are incomprehensible ; 
three Christian kings appear to be abandoned ; 
heresy and injustice triumph, — let us hope that 
this will not be for a long time. 

The Queen of England came from St. Germains 
to Marly yesterday ; she is very well ; her illness is 
no longer of any consequence, and never were the 
effects of the regimen which has restored her to 
health more apparent, especially since she has had 
nothing but troubles. The King, her son, will 
be of age to-morrow ; he is growing, and becomes 
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very like the King, his uncle ; the Princess will 
be as tall as her mother ; she is verv clever. 

I should be very glad, were it possible to be 
so, to see you satisfied with the Duke de Noailles; 
I think him a very good man, and his merit 
renders him more dear to me than the honor of 
his alliance. 

The King has received many thanks from you 
on the cardinalship of your brother ; he would 
wish to afford you still greater satisfaction ; he 
is, thank God, in perfect health, and supports 
every thing that happens with great. courage. 

But, what do you say of the Marshal de Vil- 
leroi ? . Was there ever à more unfortunate man ? 
This is the only excuse of his best friends ; there 
are several of those who have written to him, ad- 
vising him to ask leave to quit the army ; the 
court, the city, and foreigners, join, in the. outcry 
against him, and say that all is lost if he remains 
where he ip. 'M. de Marlborough says Jie has 
done that in fQûr- days, which he 'would have 
been satisfied to dpjn as many years. ^ . * - - 

M. de la Feuillade has made an offer to the 
Princesiies of the royal family to leave Turin, and 
seek a place of safety wherever they like. The 
Duke of Savoy had anticipated his messei^ger,and 
replied that the Princesses were much obliged 
to the King, and wanted nothing; declaring 
thfit he will be buried within the walls, and that 
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the first who talks of stirreodering «hall be de- 
spatched on the spot. 

What a cruel war is that which arms the sister 
against her brother» a father against his children, 
and subjects against their legitimate princes! 
Our Duchess of Burgundy suffers greatly from 
this state of things ; I am very much alarmed 
for the safety of her infant. I stand in great 
need. Madam, of your firmness and capacity ; I -^^ 
always see you sympsCChising with your amiable 
Queen, and full of apprehension as to the future» 
May God protect you I 


LETTER IV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, June 27th, 1 706. 

I DID did not receive any of your letters by 
the last courier, and was extremely sorry for it, 
as I really feel a great want of them ; it is^ a con- 
solation for me to be encouraged by you,, or to 
sympathise with you ; I think the latter will be 
our lot ; for the future it will require miracles to 
repair the efiects of what has happened in Flan- 
ders, Those who have read more than I have, 
say that there is scarcely an example of so 
prompt a revolution .' Our friend, the Marshal de 
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Villeroi, is in despair^ and with too much reason ; 
but his sorrow is deep and silent, and he is insensi- 
ble to the palliatives which the King wishes to offer 
him. I never saw him more affected than he has 
been at what he was obliged to do on this occa- 
sion ; but he could not really dispense with it : 
there never was such general discontent, and it 
was the greater from being expressed with mo- 
deration ; for it has not been said that the Mar- 
shal was negligent, disaffected, or indifferent to 
the interests of the King ; but little esteemed in 
the army, and unfortunate in all that he under- 
took, although exposing his person with a bravery 
which none have disputed. On which ever side 
one turns, there is cause of regret. I fear that your 
troubles augment, and that you will be required 
to put all the virtues you have received above 
others, into practice. The Abbé Testu is dead ; 
I have also lost another friend in M. de Mont- 
chevreuil ; the Marshal de Villeroi has lost his 
mother; these three persons had passed their 
eightieth year. When I retire to Saint-Cyr, I 
see the Wo young women who have the most 
merit, and whom I like the best, dying of asthma. 
These are strange things to treat of with you, but 
what would I not confer with you about, enter- 
taining all those sentiments towards you, which 
would induce me to open my heart in any situ^ 
ation ? 


MADAME DE MAINTENON. 
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TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, July 4th, 1706. 

I HAVE to reply to two of your letters, one 
of the 17tli of June, and the other of the 24th. 
Behold you relieved from uncertainty and out 
of Madrid ; this is a great step, and you know 
all the consequences of it better than I do. I 
hope you are by this time at Pampeluna ; it ap- 
pears to me that you will be in security there, 
until our troops join his Catholic Majesty. But 
our enemies are very strong on every side, and 
each failure weakens us. Your Spaniards betray, 
we are abandoned by our Flemings, and God 
seems irritated against us. The Marshal de 
Tessé has done his best in an enterprize that was 
not to his taste; he was unfortunate, and he 
ought to be consoled. It was wished to do the 
same for the Marshal de Villeroi ; and if you 
knew the marks of friendship which the King has 
shown him on this occasion, you could not avoid 
blaming your friend for having received them so 
coldly as he has . 

For myself, I dared not write to him, when I 
saw the manner in which he replied to the letters 
of the King ; and I could not believe but that 
mine would be rejected with still greater severity. 
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The Marshal is only accused of incapacity and 
misfortune. The King had seen so clearly the 
little confidence which the army had in him, 
that he was forced to make this change, and 
would have always repented Ixad he not made 
it. I saw the violence which the King' did 
himself on the occasion, and his friendship for 
the Marshal is still greater than I thought ; there 
was neither intrigue nor cabal in all this, I can 
assure you. 

These changes of generals cause fresh embar- 
rassments. M. de Vendôme quits Italy, and 
afflicts the army by his absence, at the same time 
that the Prince Eugene receives an augmenta- 
tion of troops, and that M. de Savoy has left 
Turin to strengthen him still more by his pre- 
sence and his cavalry. 

The Marshal de Villeroi, incensed and disheart- 
ened, remains for some time charged with the 
difficult affairs of Flanders ; the Marshal de Vil- 
I^rs has made so many representations to avoid 
going to Italy, that the King has consented and 
sent M. de Marsin there : they are so distant 
from each other, that a great deal of time must 
elapse before they reach their respective posts. 

Confidence has been restored at Paris,, and in 
the army of Flanders, since the nomination of M. 
de Vendôme : God grant that he may accomplish 
all that is expected from him. He will do all he 
can, but our affairs are in a sad state. 
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I now come to your letter of the 24th : be- 
hold you out of Madrid, without knowing when 
you will re-enter it. It is no doubt for the best 
that you have been advised to go to Burgos : 
but to judge from the conclusion of your letters, 
I think you will prefer Pampeluna, and it appears 
you will be in greater security there until our 
troops arrive. You truly foresaw that you might 
find yourself in great extremities, and very far 
from what you would have been at Rome ; but 
could you wish that the amiable Queen were 
without you? She has renewed her thanks to 
the King, her grandfather, for having sent you to 
Spain/ and seems to feel what you sacrifice for 
her.; : You are very cunning, if the Chevalier 
d'E^pennes says the truth; and the two kings 
whom you betray could not do you more harm 
than the princes whom you serve. Whatever 
comes from this monster is worse than can be 
conceived» and it' is afBicting to see Frenchmen 
capable of such action3. You may readily judg^ 
of what I suffer in knowing you are, with the 
QueeU;, in want of every thing, — I, who feel pity 
for the meanest sutferers. The Duchess of Bur- 
gundy read me your letter yesterday, and it cost 
us many tears : it grieves me very much to see 
this Princess so deeply afilicted during her preg- 
nancy ; she has, however, great courage to repress 
it before the world ; but the kindness with which 
she hcnaors me, induces her to treat me with the 
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greatest openness. It is very probable that the 
Cardinal Porto Garrero has not good intentions^ 
in having refused you your only resource ; the 
English would not consult such people ; thus the 
Cardinal takes this aid from the King^ and gives 
it to his enemies. 

I am much afraid that the Queen's jewels will 
not be very highly estimated, and have no doubt 
of the difficulties of finding money and getting 

"it paid. 

' I feel great esteem for the ladies who have 
followed the Queen ; grant that it may be in his 
Majesty's power to recompense them ! What an 
extremity to have left some behind for want of a 
hundred pistoles to give them ! I know not what 
to say between the anxiety I have to receive 
your letters, and that you should devote the time 
occupied in writing them to your own repose, 
do at least as you have done this time, by refer- 
ring the King to the letter which you did me 
ijie honor of writing to me. 


LETTER VI. 


Ï0 THE SAME; 


Saint Cyr, July 1 Itli, 1 706. 

I DO not know which is the predominant feeling 
with me ; the impatience pf hearing from you, or 
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the fear of receiving bad news : your affairs are 
in snch a convulsed state that I fear it is but to 
flatter myself to hope for their successful re-esta- 
blishment ; and yet, if our troops are somewhat 
numerous, and led by a King, and a general like 
M. de Berwick, why should they not beat their 
enemies, who have a great number of militia and 
Portuguese, that are notmuch more esteemed ? 

I received a letter from you the day before 
yesterday, dated on the 13th of June, and which 
reached me through the Duke de Noailles ; I felt 
that it was really wanting, and that you had 
passed very lightly over our concerns in Flan- 
ders : but it is the subject of your letter of thir- 
teen pages, which is so full of your grief at that 
event^ that I thought it my duty to renew the 
subject to the King on your part : I assure you 
he is fully persuaded that you love the state as a 
true French woman, and that you are attached to 
his person, particularly since you have known 
him better, and seen what are his sentiments on 
^U that you have treated, especially towards 
yourself. Be tranquil as to the King's health, it 
was never better : he does not think himself so 
necessary as you say, but I hope God will pre- 
serve him to us. 

You now know that the consequences of this 
i ll-fated day have been a t housand times more 
unfortunate than the loss of a battle ; we were so 
overpowered by it, that we have scarcely felt the 
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joy arising from the pregnancy of the Duchess 
of Burgundy, which goes on very well, and with 
the greatest attention on her part. 

The Count d'Egmont distinguishes himself 
so much that we daily learn new traits of his 
bravery, and fresh praises, which I do not hear 
with indifference. I am very much pleased with 
all you say in favour of the Duke de Noailles ; I 
think he nas merit ; he would have served better 
in Roussillon, if it could have been possible to 
leave him the troops that were there : but we 
are menaced on so many sides, that all cannot be 
sqpplied. It is said that the Prince Eugene is re- 
solved to attempt every thing for the relief of M. de 
Savoy. I should wish him to make this effort 
while M. de Vendôme is still there ;. but he will 
perhaps wait for his departure. It is a great mis- 
fortune that he quits Italy ; but the army of Flan- 
ders has made it the subject of great rejoicings • 
I have some verses on my table, which I had not 
the courage to send you, and I know not whether 
I shall put them into my packet. The satfl© 
opinion continues to be entertained of the am- 
baissador ; and your assistance is a great consola- 
tion in the unfortunate affairs which he has to 
manage. Might I venture to entreat that you 
would offer him a thousand compliments and 
friendly expressions on my part ? I shall, during 
my whole life, cherish them towards him for his 
merit and the services he has rendered. I am 
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not SO tender with regard to the Cardinal Acqua- 
viva. Why do you wish to make me acquainted 
with him ? Do not you know that I am unable 
to write to such people ? I scarcely understand 
his letter. He will always please me very much, 
so long as he is attached to our two kings. * When 
he is at Rome I shall have little to ask him for. I 
conjure you to tell him all that I ought to write. 
I have neither strength nor courage but for you. 
It seems to me that he is fully justified in the mind 
of the two kings, as to what his enemies wished 
to say against him. I hear nothing said, except 
on this head, and your testimony leaves no doubt 
on the subject. 

The ChevaUer d'Espennes would be happy 
were he mad ; he is a monster, who ought to fill 
every honest mind with horror. 

I am sure that the cardinaiship of your brother 
has not turned your brain : but I am delighted 
with all that brings you nearer the King. 

We have seen the jewels you sent, and not with 
an eye of indifference. Every body was affected 
by the sight, according to their own way of think- 
ing. There will be^some difficulty in getting rid of 
the pearls and diamonds, owing to their extreme 
beauty. It appears to me, however, that they 
will be taken care of for you. 

The siege of Turin seems more difficult every 
day. It must be made under ground, and this 
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work is slow : there are not many people in the 
fortress. The royal princesses are at Genoa. 

What joy. Madam, if you beat my Lord Gallo- 
way, and if we beat the Prince Eugene ! The mis- 
fortune in Flanders would thus he a little repair- 
ed. M. de Vendôme is to pass by this place qja 
the 20th. The Marshal de Villeroi will not qfit 
his post till the former joins the army. It is sau! 
he is still in the same state of despondency. 

The decision of going to Burgos has been veiy 
much approved of. God grant that you may not 
leave it, except to return to Madrid ! The Mar- 
shal de Tessé has been treated with the kindness 
which you know the King possesses. After 
this letter, do you wish me to write to the Car- 
dinal Acquaviva ? 


LETTER Vn. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, July J8tb, 1706. 

At length, Madam, we received news .from 
Spain yesterday, and they are still bad, as we 
had a right to expect. What a spectacle to see 
the Queen experience the overthrow of a king- 
dom at the ^ge of eighteen, and herself wander- 
ing to seek some place in which she can be re- 
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ceiv^^ But it is still more surprising that she 
sustains her situation with the submission ana 
courage joiAtell me : is it possible that God will 
abaudoiyi^ ? And yet it seems to me very diffi- 
cult to flatter ourselves with any hope ; if you lose 
a battle all is lost ; and at the present moment if you 
do not give one, you will perhaps also lose every 
thing, though more slowly. May God inspire the 
King and M. de Berwick ! I always msdntaiu that 
they ought to be allowed to proceed in their own 
way, and that it is impossible to conduct matters 
at such a distance ; toe have experienced this but too 
truly. I cannot help telling you, though without 
being charged to do so by any person here, that M. 
and Madame d'Alba, display great zeal for the two 
Kings. They are sincerely beloved and esteemed 
in this country, and heartily cry long live Philip V. 
and the Queen ! of whom she relates wonders. The 
Princesses Royal are at Oneille, and not at Genoa. 
Up to the present time, the Duke of Orleans sends 
from Turin to say that the siege will still continue 
a long time ; so that I am greatly afraid numbers 
will fall, as well by the sword as those maladies 
which are likely to follow. What a cruelty is , 
war,^ — to see all these princes persecute each other^ 
and cause so many human beings to perisn ! I 
am very melancholy, and foresee nothing but dis- 
asters. I should have hopes on your side if our 
troops were in a good state when they join the 
King ; but this is not probable. The Chevalier 

VOL. I. c 
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d'Espennes is a monster ; he cannot be called 
otherwise. I will make known your kindness for 
the Cardinal de Janson, whom I expect at Marly. 
The most unhappy of all men. Madam, is the 
Marshal de Villeroi ; he refuses the only consola- 
tion he can^ have from the goodness of the King, 
who is not changed towards him. He could 
not avoid doing what he has, and you would have 
advised it, had you been here. I am so op- 
pressed with troubles, that I feel this circum- 
stance somewhat less than I should at another 
time. I am, however, sorry for the cold and in- 
different manner in which the Marshal treats his 
- real friends. Grant that you were quietly settled 
in the kingdom of Italy ! God alone knows the 
result of all these unfortunate affairs. I believe 
you suffer much ; but I cannot imagine that you 
wish the Queen, whom you love so tenderly, were 
at Burgos alone. £ lately saw M. de Cailus, who 
asked me how our court was satisfied with you, 
and adding the reports spread at Paris, stating 
that you were worse than ever ; and that these 
reports gave great uneasiness to the J)uke de 
• Noirmoutier, to whom you write very seldom. I 
told him all I knew, and how well I knew it. I 
also charged him to; give the account to your 
bi'otber^ I admire the rage and harmlessness of 
these newsmongers ; but, madam, we have now^ 
other crosses to carry. 
The King is in perfect health ; our Princess is less 
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mcominoded than at her first pregnancy. How 
i^orry I am that your Queen is not in the same 
state ! The Castilians would be still more afTec- 
tionate. 


LETTER VIII. 


TO THE SAME. 

Saint Cyr, August 1st, 1706* 

As a cold in my eyes may prevent me from 
writing to^ you with my own hand, 1 do so while 
i am able ; and I write such long letters that I 
should fear to importune you, if I had not great 
confidence in your goodness towards me. On 
reaching Versailles yesterday, I heard a letter 
read froija the Marshal de Berwick, which made 
jpae breathe a little as to Spain. I see he is sure 
of beating the Portuguese;, but you give me de- 
tails which are much more agreeable, and which 
encourage us to hope for every thing, if you can. 
' enter Madrid, 

^ / France will long^ feel the effects of the afiair of 
/ Flanders, and I am not astonished that it should 
f have affected the Castillans ; such a disaster. 
Joined to all the suppositions of the enemy, is 
! well calculated to make every body despond ; and 
1/ ' c2 


T-^ ^ 


20 LETTERS OF 

in truth. Madam, our King is the only person 
whom I do not see overwhelmed. M, de Ven- 
dôme arrived yesterday, fully assuring us that 
Turin will be taken, and that Prince Eugene 
cannot relieve it : he has, however, made a con- 
siderable advance. It was thought here that 
there would be a general action. M. de Ven- 
dôme thinks not, and that the nature of the 
country does not admit of it, I do not feel his 
confidence to an equal degree on the affairs of 
Flanders ; and I am not at all surprised that he 
finds it much worse than he had figured to him- 
self. He will remain at court to-day and to-mor- 
row, and set out on Tuesday for Belgium. Judge, 
Madam, what will be the feelings of M. de Ville^ 
roi on placing the command, it cannot be said, of 
an army in his hands, for there is none left, all thé 
infantry being distributed among the fortresses, 
which ^e menaced by the ençmy, and there is only 
some cavalry remaimng ; this too is much sepa- 
rated, though easily assembled. I do not under- 
stand M, de Villeroi ; he bears his deep sorrow 
without saying aword, appearingto occupy himself 
with trifles, and the hopes of justifying himself. 
We shall see him most probably towards the end of 
tiie present week. The idea of his first interview 
almost kills me with fear. I think it will be 
necessary to send him your letter ; and that he 
will be less angry with you than he appears to be 
vdth a:ll that are here. 
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' A great clamour prevails against the generals 
the moment they meet with the least misfortune. 
Every body has broken out both at Paris and the 
court against the Marshal de Tessé ; and I know 
perfectly well that he deserves no blame in the 
affair of Barcelona. The King has treated him 
very kindly ; and I Mrill let him know your oblig- 
ing efforts to justify him. The Marshal de Vil- 
lars is most at his ease. It is said that he is 
making a great deal of money, and he has not 
much to do, for the Prince of Baden is extremely 
weak. 

I thought. Madam, that the misfortunes of our 
general affairs occupied people sufficiently, to 
prevent your enemies from thinking of you or 
your ambassador. Nevertheless I hear that they 
are circulating a report at Paris of your being on 
very bad terms with the King ; that we have all 
renounced the good opinion we had pf you ; that 
M. Amelot is a fool, who writes letters and makes 
ridiculous harangues, which are in the hands of 
all the world. Whatever contempt I may have 
for these reports, I cannot prevent myself from 
being put into a passion by them, and I quarrel 
with all those who hear them with coolness. I 
. assure you that there is not the smallest founda- 
tion ,fbr all this ; that the public does not cease 
to sound your praises, and are perfectly satis- 
fied with all you do. You know my sincerity, . 
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and I should be incapable of telling you what I 
do, if I had seen the least umbrage since your 
departure. I can easily believe that they would 
find it difficult to accuse you before me, for I am 
a declared admirer of yours as well as your am- 
bassador. 

It is with great difficulty. Madam, that I can be 
gay while speaking of your present abode ; and 
I lament all the conveniences by which we are 
surrounded, when I reflect that a deal table tiow 
serves every purpose. The Queen is admirable, and 
laughs at it ; and yours is an amiable disposition, 
to accommodate itself to such an apartment, 
after having inhabited Ihe finest palaces of Rome. 
But the hope of seeing you return to Madrid con- 
soles me a little. 

You did me a great pleasure in sending me thé 
letter from Seville, as for that of the Chevalier 
d'Espennes. I hope it is only a copy, as I should 
feel horror in touching the original. 

We are in -considerable alarm for a descent on 
France : the pains taken by the enemy to eni- 
bark several regiments of "refugees, and to have 
put the Abbé de Bourlie, another monster of our 
age, at their head, leaves no room to doubt but 
it is intended for us, in the hope hé has given 
them that all the new converts will revolt the 
moment they put a foot on shore : many persons 
maintain that descents in our ports are very 
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difficult; we shall soou know what we have to 
depend on. 

The pregnancy of the Duchess of Burgundy 
will take us to Fontainebleau on the 30th of this 
month, to return sooner, in order that she may 
keep her bed at the time it was required at her 
first accouchement We shall leave Meudon, 
that she may embark at Paris and sleep at Cor- 
beil, so as to reach Fontainebleau the next day. 
The King not being able to have her with him, 
will go alone, and on the same day each of the 
Princesses will proceed in their respective direc- 
tions ; and old as I am, I shall also go in one 
day with Mesdames d^Ângeau and d'Heuricount. 
Our Princess is greatly delighted with this 
journey, and is equally pleased at the idea of 
taking all the ladies with her. She will have a 
magnificent barge, followed by several others, for 
carrying the refreshments and all the articles she 
may require for her amusement, without any 
additional expence; but she will not be joyful^ 
for scarcely a day passes that she does not shed 
some tears about the state of the Queen, the Prin- 
cesses Royal, and her brothers ; but I find that the 
tenderness she had for her father diminishes a 
little. 
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I 


LETTER IX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cy r, August l\ 1 706. 

We are in hopes of gaining a battle, and in great 
impatience to receive the news. Your last letter. 
Madam, makes me shudder, in telling me that 
the crown, and even the life of the King of Spain, 
are in danger ; your Queen has written oné'to her 
sister, which has greatly affected me by its piti- 
able contents. We really cannot be said to exist 
in such agitation, and yet it has continued four or 
ifive days. The Marshal de Villeroi arrived last 
night, and saw the King in my room. There was 
only the Duke of Burgundy and myself present. 
The interview was gloomy, though full of marks 
of kindness on the part of the King ; he brought 
the Marshal for a moment to where I was. Our 
Princess being no longer there, he asked leave to 
come and see me here, and I expect him. He met 
M. de Vendôme on the road and wished to see the 
Duke, as he bears no ill will towards him ; it was 
not so with M. de Chamillard. He is going to 
Paris for three. or four days, and will return to as- 
sume the Marshal's staff and his duties. I fear he 
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will meet with a great deal of unpleasantly on the 
part of the courtiers» with whom he has no 
reason to be satisfied. 

^ M. de Vendôme has greatly consoled us as to 
j the aifairs of Italy ; he thinks Turin will not be 
i relieved, and that it will be taken by the begin- 
ning of September. We are still uneasy about 
the fleet, which has not yet departed. The 
trench was not ready before Menin on the 4th of 
^is month. Our army is assembling, may God 
protect it I It is true, Madam, that the King is 
much in want of hearing some good news : he 
is truly alive to the glory of his grandson, and is 
anxious for his return to Madrid ; nor will the satis- 
faction of the Queen be indifferent. I cannot be^ 
lieve but that God will declare for them; we 
have not ceased to pray for their interests here 
ever since the day of Saint James, when especial 
prayers were begun at Saint Cyr. 

August 8. — I saw the Marshal de Villeroi yes- 
terday. He was much afflicted, but very sen- 
sible of the kindness shewn to him by the King ; 
he is soured against many individuals, and I fear 
there are some who interfere between both par- 
ties to increase the dispute. I was yesterday 
tdd that the English fleet does not put to sea till 
the 10th, and that the trench was opened before 
Menin on the 5tli. 
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LETTER X. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, August 14th, 1706. 

Befoue replying to your two last letters, I 
must say a word on the joy we experienced at 
/ the late news from Spain: I was delighted to 
I perceive that of the King and the Duchess of 
j Burgundy, on hearing that you were in a state 
\ to return to Madrid whenever you pleased. 
^ You give me pleasure in allowing me to esteem 
the Gastilians, and we derive great satisfaction in 
thinking of their transports on seeing you again. 
This commencement of prosperity makes us more 
impatient to learn the results* It is fortunate 
that the Portuguese cannot enter their own coun- 
try, but they will join and augment the troops of 
the Archduke, who I should like to see shut 
up in Barcelona, not daring to hope for more. 

All Paris and the whole court were enchanted 
at being able to breathe: you know. Madam, 
that the French pass very suddenly from one 
extreme to the other. It is thought that every 
thing will go on well in Flanders since the arrival 
of M. de Vendôme ; he cannot, however, prevent 
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the enemy from taking Menm. Ood send that it 
may not be soon enough for them to commence 
another siege. 

There seems to be no longer any doubt of the 
capture of Turin towards the end of this month ; 
\ in order to relieve if. Prince Eugene must beat 
\ the Duke of Orleans. 

M. de Pontchartrain has sent to infbrtn me 
that he has received every thing which you i^ote 
to say you would send him, that he has even j>ut 
them into his packet : I sent them to him without 
telling him I had seen Hiem already ; he writes 
to me on the subject with great zeal and respeét 
for you. There are only a few ill-natured per- 
sons here' who appear to give any credit to the 
foolish assertions of the Chevalier d'Espennes. 

M. and Madame d'Alba are transported with 
joy, though in a very diifei*ent manner. The 
Duchess of Alba was at M. Chamilland's when 
the courier from Spain arrived : she left it to 
run to the King; they found her on her knees 
in the gallery, without knowing what was the 
motive. I had seen her at my house the preced- 
ing evening, and I assure you she speaks in a 
manner highly satisfactory to me, though I am 
rather difficult to be pleased by the parties 
in question. 

You spoil every thing, Madam, by making 
apologies, after having given me commissions : 
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yes; I will certainly send you many other», and 
ycm can make no use of my services, of which 
I shall not feel highly honored. On reading 
your letter of the 6th again, I find that you 
complain of having to give an account of your 
conduct, with regard to the Chevalier d'Es- 
pennes : it appears to me that you only answer 
him, because you wished to do so, and that the 
blackest malice cannot say a word against your 
actions. At all events, I must profit by the joy 
which the news from Spain has given me, to tell 
you something which I have heard about you. 
A lady informed me a few days ago, that those 
who wished to break off the understanding and 
intercourse with which you honor me, were very 
sorry to see me so loudly profess the esteem and 
consideration I have for you, I dare not say the 
tenderness, and yet I assure you, that it amounts 
to that; the person in question, told me the 
last report, which you will find doubtless rational 
and probable : it is said. Madam, that my simpli- 
•city is such as not to see that your design is to 
bring the King and Queen of Spain back to 
France, where you will take my place with the 
King, either by embroiling me at court, poisoning 
me, or waiting for my death, which cannot be very 
distant. This is what is called, having views! 
Will you justify yourself, on these points ? 

Madam de Cailus is very much alive to all that 
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relates to you. I owe her this testimony with 
you. The Marshal de Villeroi is to have the staff 
and resume his ordinary duties to-day. 


LETTER XL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, August 22d, 1706. 

Menin cannot hold out much longer» and we 
shall see what M. de Marlborough will do» I 
greatly fear the confidence oif M. de Vendôme. 
Prince Eugene is marching to the relief of Turin, 
and the Duke of Orleans follows him. M. de 
la Feuillade pretends that there is nothing to 
fear ; but you know, Madam, that I am not to be 
convinced. 

We yesterday received letters from the King of 
Spain; the Archduke has joined and strengthened 
your enemies, another subject of alarm, at least 
for me : it is said the fleet is to put to sea on the 
19th of this month; my terror on this subject 
overwhelms every other ; the papers say it wilj 
visit the coast of Poictou or Guyenne. 

I expect M. Orry, who wants to see me, whom 
I did not wish to see,, and whom the Marshal 
de Villeroi forces me to receive, by threatening 
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me with you. Madam : but there are few things 
which I refuse in your name. 

I see clearly, by the reports which have reached 
me from Paris, that your enemies do not maintain 
the silence I thought they did. They greatly 
exaggerate the hatred of the Spaniards for Orry, 
and the blame you deserve for supporting him. 

What a time since we have heard from you ! 
Great interest is felt here in all that regards Spain ^ 
since the peaceable re-establishment of the King 
and Queen, and even to your stay at Burgos, 
whence they wish to hear of your departure for 
Madrid. The King is in perfect health, and the 
Duchess of Burgundy is also quite well : we have 
reason to hope for a happy accouchement. 


LETTER XII. 


TO THE SAME. 


MeudoD, August 29th, 1706. 

NoTHiN^G can be more affecting. Madam, than 
what you tell me of the Gastilians. The address 
of your good curate has made me shed tears as 
well as you: what would I not give to see these 
poor people in repose with their King, and that he 
would show them he is satisfied with their fidelity ! 
It is said,*he fleet sailed on the 22d, but there is 
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nothing very certain on this head ; they say it 
has only eight thousand men embarked» and that 
an equal number is to join them, if their first 
attempt succeeds. I am assured that there is 
no person among them, who is notfuHy acquainted 
with the plan : the circumstance of embarkii^ 
the newly couTcrted, and M. de Bourlie, makes me 
think that it is intended for us, and I know not wJiat 
to fear, whatever they do ; for if they go to Cadiz, 
or to strengthen your enemies, you will still find 
yourself in difficulties. We are waiting news from 
Italy with impatience ; tne siege of Turin goes on 
slowly. I have just seen an officer wha comes 
firctfn- Flanders ; he tliinks Turin will not be re- 
;lieved, and relates wonders of the Duke of Orleans. 

Do not be uneasy about the reports, I entreat 
you; I scolded M. de Torcy some days ago, at 
his supposing, from a letter of the ambassador's, 
that he would again meddle with the detail of 
places and governments to be given away: he 
replied, that M. Amelot had been informed of all 
that was received, but that nothing was decided 
-on, except by his advice, and that it had been 
.thought necessary to tell him what they heard 
from an officer whom it was intended to put into 
a place of importance. The King is perfectly 
satisfied with him and you ; I would not tell you 
iso if I did not know it to a certainty. 

You have judged rightly about Menin ; it was 
impossible to resist the dreadful artillery of the 
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enemy. It is said that Caraman coold not act 
otherwise than he has» at least without losing the 
garrison; and the capitulation is more advan- 
tageous than some days of further resistance. 

I had the honor of replying to you about the 
Chevalier d'Espennes; I have read what you 
tell me of the Marquis de Leganez, to the King. 
M. Orry came to see me at Saint Cyr ; we 
spoke of you with pleasure ; he will tell you, no 
doubt, what he related of the Duke of Alba ; these 
people are much esteemed here for their fidelity to 
their King, and for their noble conduct in all 
things. There is a little disorder in your letter ; 
I know not whether some pages were not forgotten 
in making up the packet, but it is not connected ; 
this has never happened before. 

The King went to the Hotel of the Invalids yes- 
terday, with no other design than to please M. Men- 
sard, who has completed this work ; but it was a 
fine sight : the King, followed by the royal family, 
and all the court, entering into one of the finest 
establishments in Europe amidst all the soldiers ; 
and music blended with trumpets and cym- 
bals; the Cardinal de Noailles reading mass; 
I have no doubt but that all this was very 
grand, for you may well suppose I was not 
there ; our dear Princess remained here alone 
taking care of herself for the journey to Fontain- 
bleaii. Her conduct is more prudent than could 
be hoped from her age, and it is rendered still 
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YDore SO» by her wishing to see all that is passing. 
The journey to Fontainebleau is broken oflf for the 
present, on account of the duchess of Burgundy ; 
the person who is to attend her accouchement 
says that her infant is so placed, that there would 
be great risk in removing her ; upon this opinion, 
the King has decided not to go at present. Mon- 
seigneur sets out to-morrow with the Duchess de 
Conti, and we return toVersaille^. 

I cannot believe. Madam, that you could think 
your letters fatigue me : they can never be 
too prolix, provided they do not fatigue your- 
self: do not therefore make any other rule when 
you do me the honor of writing to me : take care 
.of yourself in preference to every thing else, and 
believe my attachment for you sufficiently strong 
not to require excitement by any new marks of 
your kindness. This answers to the last letter I 
have just received from you, of the 19th* Very 
little of the reports of your enemies readies me ; 
but I assure you, that they cannot injure you. M. 
de Torcy showed me this morning, on bringing 
mé the despatches^ of M. Amelot, a letter of 
thanks for the confidence which is placed in him^ 
and of the satisfaction felt at all his conduct; 
\ this minister . sees with what care and anxiety 
I attend to the affairs of Spain : and wiiich I tell 
,yoîi, much less to enhance him in your eyes, 
than to tranquillize your mind. I conjure you and 
your ambassador to confide in me : for however 
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great I may deceive myself, it is not possible for 
me to be ignorant of what the king thinks of 
you. I will avail myself of your advice to do 
something for M, Amelot, when the occasion 
presents itself. 

I have told you all I know about Turin ; I wiU 
consult the king concerning the favorite of t^ie 
Duchess of Maine, and cause the other aflfair to 
he arranged with the Marshal de Tessé. 


LETTER XIIL 


TO THE SAME. 


&mt Cyr, September 5th, 170S. 

Although! am greatly afiraid of battles. Madam, 
rand especially since our misfortunes began, I am 
sorry that the Marshal de Berwick could not attack 
the enemy, and I am persuaded it was impossible, 
because I cannot doubt his inclination to do so ^ 
but your aflfairs will go on very slowly, and this 
is not the worst of what we have to fear. 
f We are much the same: nothing is decided 
i either about Turin or the fleet. M. d'Orleang 
^ and Prince Eugene are at the former place, and • 
we are in momentary expectation of important 
news from that quarter. You will have heari 
from M. Amelot, that the Queen Dowager iâ to be 
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i3ent back to France: the ambassador is not 
capable of proposing a harsh measure. I hope, 
from all my heart, that he will always agree with 
^you, and that you may never be of different Senti- 
ments. The step taken with respectto Orry has 
surprised us, but it is necessary to refer to those 
who are on the spot. 

Although the Marshal de Villeroi is on duty, 
I do not see him the oftener ; it occurs to me that 
he is too much overwhelmed when dejected, and 
too insensible when gay. I am delighted. Madam» 
that the first news I. gave you, made you laugh, 
:and our great Queen also : gi-ant heaven that we 
had but such matters to talk of! But I ' could 
^wish you to treat every thing which comes from 
your enemies in the same way, and which seems 
.to me to merit as little attention. I make no re- 
ply to M. Amdot : I content myself with watching 
over all that regards him ; J could only offer 
him my compliments, and I reserve myself fw 
what is more necessary. 

M. de Torcy has given the letter to his Serene 
Highness ; he thought it should be thus managed. 
I have seen the Prince: he spoke much of you ; I 
informed him of your tyranny towards me with re- 
gard to foreigners, and that I found you too much 
.affected by the reports of your enemies : it ap- 
peared to me that he wished to write to you on 
ibe subject. It is no laughing matter. Madam, 
to be in the continued state of inçjuietude in which 

D 2 


36 LETTERS OF 

I am : the affair of Turin seems to be very importarit* 
I cannot understand- its being taken without a 
battle ; and what ought we not to fear after all 
the misfortunes that have befallen us ? M. d'Or- 
feans would riot hesitate to sacrifice himself there ; 
he is as brave as a lion, -and never sees danger.^ 

The Princess d'Harcourt * has lost her son in 
Italy : he died of the small pox. The Princess 
de Vaudemont speaks in the highest terms of him, 
and seems much afflicted. All that I hear firom 
M, de Vaudemont proves great zeal for our two 
Kings. I say nothing to you about the Duchess 
of Burgundy, because I have the honor of send- 
ing news on4he subject to the Queen. I do not 
tell you, Madam, how often we speak of you, and 
the joy we feel in having a person like you near 
the Queen, who is so much in want of counsel and 
consolation: I cannot believe that you would 
not wish to be there, however much it may cost 
you* I assure you Madam, you would be very 
wrong to wish to get rid of me, and that you have 
no -one who is more sincerely attached Xo you 
than I am. 

I often call to mind your person and that ami- 
able countenance which used to charm me at Marly. 
Do you preserve the same tranquillity that enabled 
you to pass from a conversation of the greatest 
importance with the King, tothe playful jokes of 
Madam d'Audicourt in my study ? I have just re- 
perused a letter jFrom the Queen/to which I have 
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not replied : it relates to the bad offices which 
your enemies wish to render you, because you 
are not attached to the two Kings : I assure you^ 
that these reports are- regarded like those of the 
Pont Neuf. 


LETTER XIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr* September 12tb, 1706; 

When you write to me in joy of heart. Madam; 
you afford great pleasure to mine, especially 
if your affairs go on rather better. It is to be 
hoped they will not proceed so tardily, for I am 
still afraid of the fleet for you : we can scarcely 
comprehend its delay. I think the Queen Dow- 
ager will be better in France than Spain ; for, 
without knowing her private character, it appears 
to me very probable that she is in the interest of 
the Archduke. There is no appearance of our 
having any good news from Turin ; the length of 
the siege and sickness have weakened our army, 
and Prince Eugene is very near the Duke of Or- 
leans- My God, Madam, how tedious all this is, 
and how difficult to come to % conclusion ! and yet 
M* de Vendôme has a very fine army in Flanders, 
and burns to do something : but the King thinks 
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it will not answer to risk every thing at the end' 
of a campaign. We have been much surprised 
to see M. Orry countermanded, but we are 
cheered on perceiving that it has been done in 
concert with you : I should be truly sorry if you 
thought differently to your ambassador, or if he 
differed from you; I hope to find letters from 
you on reaching Versailles this evening. The 
King calculates on setting out to Fontainbleau 
on the 23d of this month ; he goes there out of 
compl^sance to the Dauphin, and from charity 
to the inhabitants of that place, who will be 
ruined if he does not go ; the Court will not be so 
brilliant as usual, for our Princess sliines there 
greatly, and she will remain at Versailles with a 
number of ladies, so that we shall be alone and 
afflicted at being removed from her. The King 
h more sorry for it than I should have thought, 
and he would not have been so, but for the two 
reasons I have stated. The Duke of Burgundy 
will also be there; but I doubt whether hr 
will remain three weeks without taking a turn 
to Versailles. 

Yes, Madam, I forgive the Queen for loving you 
too much ; she cannot carry her friendship too far, 
and I am greatly obliged to you for confiding it to 
me. Certainly the two Savoyard ladies would turn 
the heads of our Princes if they wished it. I sin- 
cerely pity the King of Spain; to be separated fi-om 
lier he loves,, without being consoled for it by a^ 
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lattle. I do not merit for myself. Madam, that 
you should have any friendship for me, but I am 
really worthy of some from the manner in which. 
I am devoted to you.. 


LETTER XV, 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, September 26tfa, 1706.. 

• 

I HAVE no difficulty, Madam, in agreeing as to 
the merit of our two princesses : it seems to me 
that we do not enjoy all the blessings of fortune 
at once ; their conduct is really surprising : God 
bless them ! they are in want of courage» Yoa 
are greatly afflicted, and you know still better 
than I do, the consequence of so many reverses. 
I have the honor of asking the Queen for the 
details of this unfortunate day: the letter you 
receive will explain matters much better than I 
can. The Duke of Orleans is in despair ; they 
write to inform us, that the wound in his wrist ia 
very dsmgerous, but that the agitation of his mind 
is his greatest evil. Nothing can equal his situa- 
tion : if his counsels had been followed we should, 
to all appearance, have beaten Prince Eugene,, 
whose army was weaker than ours ; if, after the^ 
loss of Turin, we had marched towards Milan and 
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rejoined M. de Medavid, Italy would not be losti 
gind from the measures which the Prince has been 
made to adopt, all will be lost unless miracles are 
performed. You will have heard that M. dé 
Medavid has defeated the Prince of Hesse : he 
can throw himself into the fortresses of the Mi- 
lanese. The King has received this news with 
his usual firmness. M. Ghamillard is furious; I 
do not think he can long resist, he suffers from so" 
many quarters ; for myself. Madam, I only sup- 
port these causes of suffering to exercise my 
patience, which is often worn out. It will be 
very prudent not to expose yourselves by leaving 
Madrid a second time ; I never see the extremii- 
ties in which the Queen is placed without think- 
ing of her situation if you were not with her ; 
but I ran easily conceive that with such succour 
every thing will be supportable to her. I also 
think that the repose you would enjoy at Rome 
is not to be compared to the gratification of 
forming the heart and mind of a princess who 
will always muke a great figure in the world. 

When I speak to you of M, and Madame 
d'Alba, I have no other object in view than to in- 
form you of what passes here, and to do justice 
to the truth : they never asked me to render 
them any service ; I have nothing to propose for 
/ them. I will not even say any thing to the King 
about what you do me the honor of writing onr 
Ibat subject ; I should be afraid to create som^ 
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embarrassment ; if you wish to do them a ser- 
vice, you know better than any one on earth 
what is likely to answer the purpose. The fol- 
lowing is what M . Orry has related to me during 
the visits he has made here, when expecting to 
go to Spain : having heard that the Duke d'Alba 
had sent to sell plate to the amount of ten thou- 
sand crowns, he called on him, and said that he 
did not offer him any of the money he was taking 
to the King of Spain, that prince being too 
much in want of it, but that he begged the Duke 
would at once accept a thousand louis d'ors, and 
afterwards the forty thousand crowns, which he 
knew how to get back from His Catholic Ma- 
jesty ; the Duke replied, that he would be very 
sorry to ask the King his master for money at a 
time Hke the present ; and that he would most 
willingly give him some if he had it j that at all 
events, he felt hurt at the offer of M. Orry: for, 
as his wife had still some jewels left, when these 
were gone, they could live on chocolate, of which 
they had a stock for two years. 

We were much surprised to see Orry counter- 
manded, and I was greatly afraid that this mea- 
sure had not been suiBSciently concerted with 
you: but. Madam, your candour, good sense, 
and amiable disposition, agree with every thing, 
and you on all occasions do that which is most 
proper. 

There is an open war declared between the 
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Marshal de Villeroi and M. de Chamillardj whicfc 
quite afflicts me : it seems but little becoming 
two men so attached to the King, nor have I as- 
yet seen any appearance of softening them. 

It is certain. Madam, that there was great 
disorder in the letter I received from you at 
Meudon: Mademoiselle d'Aumale, who is my 
secretary, and myself, read it over several times ; 
some leaves were wanting. Although I am not 
naturally suspicious, I closely examine your 
packets ; they are always well sealed : you often 
put them into those of the Queen, and I do not 
know who would be bold enough to open a letter 
from the Queen of Spain to the Duchess of Bur- 
gundy. 

However much I may dread battles, I should 
Hke to hear of one in Spain, for the reasons you 
have pointed out, but I am far from seeing my 
hopes accomplished. 

i We begin to have no longer îmy fears of the 
fleet for ourselves, but we are afraid on your 
account. You speak to me of the Duke of Or- 
leans in a way which obliges me to give the 
news concerning him somewhat in detail. The 
heroes of romance do not carry their courage 
farther than he has. He concealed his first 
wound, but it was necessary to cede to the 
second, as his arm fell; he supported his pain 
with the same courage ; he caused himself to be 
conveyed in a litter with the design of marching 


HADAME DE MAINTENON. 43 

forwards. I had the honor ef telling the Queen 
that his advice was not followed, on which ac- 
eount he is inconsolable, and all the officers send 
to say his life is endangered by his affliction. 
The King has written to him in a manner the 
most obliging : in truth, he well deserves it. 

It is because the Marshal de Villeroi is in 
q^uarters that he does not see me, for he never 
quits the King except when he is in my room. I 
ean easily ims^ne that you are tranquil at Bur* 
gos ; I do not attach much importsmce to distance, 
and would rather be in a cave with you than in 
a fine room with some ladies I see here ; but as 
to public affairs. Madam, it is necessary that the 
Queen and you enter into them for all your life. 
The Duke de Grammont has always appeared to 
me, as to yourself, very much interested in the 
eoncerns of Spain. 

The Cardinal de Noailles tells me the Car- 
dinal de la Tremoille is very anxious that an am- 
bassador should be sent to Rome, and that he finds 
every thing there very difficult; you may judge 
whether the event at Turin will render matters 
more favourable. AH your efforts to strengthen 
our party there, proves your zeal for the two 
Kings. 

The Cardinal de Janson is very fortunate to 
have nothing more to do than enjoy the fruits of 
his labours : I am charmed to hear that he re- 
gards his relative as a inonster, for I have so 
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many examples of the force of blood, that I wa*^- 
afraid he had become your enemy. 


LETTER XVL 


to THE S'A ME' 


/ 


Saint Cyr, October 2nd, 1 706. 

You will have seen. Madam, that I had reason 
to fear for Turin, and that raising the siege would 
have been a trifling misfortune compared with all 
that has happened. M. de Vendôme, who so 
\ ardently wished for this enterprise, believes all 
\ that he wishes. It is true our troops were sur 
perior, and what is surprising, is, that they are 
so still, but the measures were badly taken every 
where : you are already informed of all, and it is 
needless to speak of the past, but to endeavour 
to support the present, and to hope for the future, 
that God will not abandon our two Kings. The 
wound of the Duke of Orleans was terrible, and 
the danger greater, from his not being able to 
console himself for his misfortune. Madame 
told the King yesterday, that she owed her son's 
life to him, for the obliging letter he wrote to the 
Duke, and which in reality caused the wound to 
change in a surprising manner. All those who • 


THADAME DE MAINTENON. 45 

-^surround him are most anxious to return to Paris, 

^;hey remain at Grenoble, not being able to come 

>nearer ; but that is neither the intention of the 

King or the Prince : and it is very certain that, 

as soon as he can be removed, he will enter 

Piedmont. The Duchess of Orleans yesterday 

charged me to tell the King, that she did not 

wish to be troublesome when her husband was 

in a distant country, but as he had come to 

Grenoble, she wished for permission to be near 

him. She was praised and refused ; I think this 

/. was all that could be done. 

/ The Portuguese will be punished sooner or 

later for the barbarities they exercised on the 

monks of Salamanca. The Queen is admirable, 

to feel these things «o diflFerently to wlmt the 

great we usually accustomed. 

I cannot enter into the repugnance you have for 
public affairs : the Queen and you are formed to 
meddle with them, but what makes me uneasy 
about Madrid is, that the enemy do not leave you 
there in peace. 

All our court is very well satisfied with the 
Elector of Cologne, and I think he will be so 
with the manner in which he is treated. He 
wished to see me, but fortunately. Madam, you 
are not here. 
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LETTER XVIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, October lOth, 1706. 

I DO not remember to have passed any Sun- 
day, Madam, without writing to you. There is 
no misfortune that can remove me from you, 
and it appears to me that by approaching you 
even in the way I do, I always acquire more 
courage. The interests of the King and Queen 
of Spain scarcely affect me less than those of 
France, and although I think of them incessantly, 
I cannot conceive how all this will be unravelled^ 
You are indeed to be pitied, you who are a good 
French woman and a good Sjpaniard. After all il 
is you that consoles me. 

I have already told you that our King is always 
the same, whether it regards the health of hi« 
person, the > tranquillity of his mind, or equani- 
mity of his temper, but I see from more than 
one symptom that the bad new« we receive is 
still worse in the end than when first sent to us. 
Our army, which was superior, is reduced almost 
to nothing by the number of maladies, desertions, 
and yet more through the impatience of the offi- 
cers to return to France : there is something so 
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^^icting in ail that has occurred for some time 
past, that we might despair if we did not feel 
that all these circumstances came from the same 
hand. It is much if the kingdoms of Naples and 
Sicily remain faithful to their King. 

I have closely examined the conduct of the 
Prince de Vaudemont, and seen how near he was 
i:o be embroiled with our two Kings : they are very 
unhappy. Madam, in not being able to act for 
themselves, for they are often cruelly deceived. 
The Marshal de Villeroi has greatly contributed 
to prove Uie innocence Jûf M. de Vaudemont^ 
nothing can equal what he has done, and all he 
still proposes for not abandoning Italy. You wiH 
deam from persons better informed than I am 
the steps to be taken on that subject. I wiH 
profit by what you say, to be more than ever 
on my guard against all that people say and 
write- We hear nothing more of the Queen or 
you ; it appears that your ambassador continues 
to give satisfaction, and you may rely on it that 
I watch over all that concerns yourself. It is 
true I declare myself so strongly for you that your 
enemies will not perhaps tell me all that is said in 
public, and I can assure you that up to the pre- 
sent moment, there has not been a cloud on the 
imind af the King in any thing that regards you. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


JO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, October Ifth, 1706. 

The Duke of Orleans is very well, and we wait 
his next accounts to know whether he is to enter 
Italy or not : there must be great difficulties in 
this, if he does not surmount them/ ThePirince de 
Vaudemont omits nothing to facilitate the means 
of doing so. The Duke of Savoy has been very 
ill ; the last news says he takes Peruvian bark, 
which induces a beliief that he is out of danger.. 

I cannot, Madam, wish you the repose of 
Burgos. God has not given you all the talents 
you possess to do nothing ; I think you will not 
be less favourably received at Madrid than the 
King has been : heaven grant that you may 
not leave it again! All that you think of M. 
Orry partakes of an uprightness very uncommon 
in courts. It is true, that the hatred be- 
tween M. de Villeroi and M. de ChamiUard is 
very disagreeable to me ; but it is not easy to 
make passionate people hear reason. I cannot 
believe that the Marshal de Berwick had not 
strong reasons for declining to give battle ; ex- 
cept this, your affairs do not appear to be in 9. 


MADAME DB MAIKTENON. 49 

bad state provided, your enemies do not receive 
fresh succours. I well remember that you sent 
me a letter for the Marshal de Tessé when I was 
at Meudon ; the Duchess of Burgundy undertook 
to deliver it to him. 

Mademoiselle D'Aumale has been educated at 
Saint Cyr. She is of the same family as the 
wife of Marshal Schomberg, who would, I think, 
be very much disconcerted ta see a young lady of 
his name with me : I also find it disadvantageous 
to her; but not being able to give her a fortune 
'equal to her birth, I endeavour to make her pass 
her time agreeably, and I think I have a right to 
treat the pupils of Saint Cyr as my children : 
if this one had the honor of seeing you, she 
would be truly grateful for all you desire me to 
tell her.' 

You are very right in wishing for a good choice 
in the ambassador to Rome, it would be difficult 
to find one among our great lords. T^e Duke 
de Saint Simon and the Marquis D'Antin were 
proposed some time ago : it is pretended that the 
Jansenists opposed the ^rst, and the contrary 
cabal the latter : I do not suspect them in the 
least of professing any particular doctrine, but they 
say I am a dupe in many things, and that may 
be easily the case, for I am not distrustful. We 
have the Elector of Cologne here, and with 
whom all the Royal Family are charmed : I never 
saw them so much so with any foreigner ; they 
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say he is the least embarrassed and least embar- 
rassing prince in the world. There is quite a con- 
test fpr his society : the King takes him to hunt 
to-morrow : he has also remarked a great deal of 
taste in all he saw here ; he gives the prize to 
the house at Trianon^ and gardens of Maiiy ; he 
cannot contain himself with regard to the King ; 
he ha^ tpld him. that he wished his enemies knew 
him Its he really is ; all that we hear oij^ this 
subject induces us to perceive that strange no* 
tions ajre entertained of the King. The Elector 
is to prepare for his return to Flanders to-morrow, 
and is very well satisfied at not being obliged to 
go to Rome. 

It ,was my intention to have the honor of 
writing to the Queen, but I am still very weak> 
and the least effort I make in this way thrown 
mé iffto a perspiration. I have had the fever and 
acuta pains during three weeks, and this, joined 
to the present state of affairs, doe» not agreç 
with a susceptible mind and feeble frame. The 
Queen has reason to pity the Duke of Orleans ; 
his dejection has greatly augmented the malady ; 
his wound haiS been twice affected with gangrene^ 
and Hiey wanted, to take off his arm : the lettet 
he received from the King operated as a çvon- 
derfuL balm, and he- has been getting better evet 
since : he certainly desem^es to be consoled, and 
I have no doubt but your Queen will contribute 
all she can towards it. 
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I am delighted. Madam, at the confidence the 
Queen places in God ; I hope he will not abandon 
such pious princes, and whose cause is as just as 
their lives are innocent : it appears to me that a 
pregnancy would attach the people still more to 
their majesties. In order to give myself an. 
agreeable idea, at least for a moment, I figure to 
myself the Queen's entry into Madrid. There 
can be nothing added to the fact of our Princess 
taking every care to ensure a happy accouche- 
ment; she is pretty well, but her dejection iisi 
extreme; she is attached to her father, but 
feels great resentment against him, and tenderly 
loves her mother : she takes as great an interest 
in the affairs of Spain as those of France. She 
lores the King, and cannot see him a little more 
d^ious than usual without shedding tears ; and 
by an excess of goodness, she interests herself in 
all my sufferings ; I should wish to console her, 
and yet I dften a69ict her. This situation is very 
terrible for one of her age, and who, though she 
does not say so, has, I think, some uneasiness 
about her accôùchemèut, and the fear of having a 
dmgkter. 

It is said that the Pope has sent a jubilee to 
the whole Christian world • let us hope that so 
îttany prayers will be favourable to legitimate 
kings and the protectors of religion. 
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LETTER XIX 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, October 24th, 1706.- 

In the midst of all out misfortunes, I am very- 
glad to perceive you have confidence in God: 
nothing is more consoling or excellent than what 
you say on this subject, nothing less than mira- 
cles will serve us , but God is all powerful, and 
our cause is just. 

. It appears to me that the Duke . de Grammont 
does not spare you bad news, and that if they 
can be exaggerated, he will do so, I do not as 
yet know what will be decided with regard to 
Italy ; there are great difficulties in re-entering 
it. If the Queen Dowager of Spain judges tke 
ladies of the French court by the Duchess de 
Grammont, she will have a strange opinion of 
them ; I do not know her ; it is said she is not 
destitute of some talents, but that her manners are 
low, forward, and those of a person who has not 
been brought up in good company. She goyems 
her husband naost imperiously;; she might have 
acted an amiable part in making him live on terms 
with the Duke and Duchess of Guiche, who con- 
ducted themselves with admirable prudence in 
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this unfortunate marriage, but it iS' said this 
\iroman wishes to ruin the duke, and she can 
do so if she pleases : so that I do not think thç 
family of Noailles were pleased to see her so in- 
timate with you ; I should not, however, wish to 
commit myself by what I now say. 

At all events, you may believe the Duke de 
Grammont^s word, with regard to his wife ; he 
has clearly proved his knowledge of such mer* 
chandize, and you cannot doubt his discrimination. 

I see with great pleasure, the kindness and esteem 
you profess for the Duke de Noailles ; I think 
him a very good man : be wiU be here in Decem* 
ber and January. 

The comparison of La Perlis with you. Madam, 
is not altogether just ; , there is no queen who 
ought not to think of what the Queen Dowager 
told you ; but they will not be fortunate enough 
to find persons like yoii : these are still more 
rare than queens» I am truly sorry for the mis- 
fortunes of the great, who have none near them 
but those who sacrifice them to their passions. ' 

M. de Mursay is a brave man, and very much 
attached to the public service ; but he : does not 
merit the honor you do him; he is a prisoner 
at Turin. 

You may calculate. Madam, that I feel towards 
you, as I had the honor of telling you. I do not 
foresee that I can ever change my sentiments ; 
but should this happen, I assure you, that I will tell 
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you so> with the motives which I may have ; never 
doubts therefore, till then^ that I am not e&tirely 

yours. 

Permit me to request, that you will assure the 

ambassador, that the King is very well satisfied 
with him, and that I admire him more and more 
every day* The last news from Spain is tolera- 
bly good ; but while our good fortune is small» 
our misfortunes are at their height. 


LETTER XX. 


TO THE SAH£. 


Saint Cyr, October 31st, 1796. 

I HAD hoped, Madam, that we should have 
beard of the Queen's arrival at Madrid last night ; 
but we have received no news from Spain that has 
come to my knowledge. There will be less every 
whçre at present. The armies of Flanders are 
going to «epi^rate, and all our officers are about 
to return ; it is to be wished that they were less 
snxious to do so. Everybody is tired of the 
war, and the men wish for peace as much as the 
women ; it would be difficult for it to be carried 
on to our satisfaction, unless God, who can 
change our situation in a moment, should in** 
terfere. I waç told. some days ago, that you were 
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coming back immediately, because the King of 
Spain sent to the Queen to warn her against 
taking you to Madrid. I cannot as yet compre- 
hend what vengeance there is in circulating re- 
ports which destroy themselves before they are- 
established ; but certain persons think otherwise; 
they wish to injure the Queen more than you, 
when they show such great anxiety for your 
quitting Spain. We are to have the Duke de 
Noailles hem at the end of the months I ^all 
give hiin great satisfaction when I inform him of 
the esteem with which you faonor him : it is a 
long time since I saw. his mother; she is still at 
Paris on account of the Dachess de Guiehe> who 
has^ however, had her accouchement. At length 
emr Princess approaches her time ; she is about to 
enter her eighth month, and from her great care she 
is still able to move about, see the King, and sup 
with him ; she goes to bed a fiew homrs after din- 
ner, and has given up visiting Marly. We are 
going there on Wednesday to pass the anniver- 
saryof Saint Hubert; after this, L do not think 
we shall return there often, for the King finds 
great difficulty in passing: his time without the so* 
ciety of the Duchess,, and in leaving her alone^ 


• « 
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LETTER XXI. 


TO THE SAME* 


Versailles, November Tlh, 1706- 

Although I have no longer any pleasant sub- 
ject to treat on with you, I suffer much from not 
receiving your letters ; two couriers having arrived 
without bringing any. I never followed up a cor- 
respondence with so much zeal, nor have I ever 
had one so useful or agreeable. Your letters 
comniitnicate something of yourself; I find in 
them thai; sott of courage which supports every- 
thing, without being dejected, and that happy 
disposition which prevents you from seeing any- 
thing in a sorrowful or gloomy light. In fact, I 
always find myself better when I receive a letter 
froni you, and there are none which I do not read 
over several times. How fortunate is your amia- 
ble Queen in her calamities, to have you near to 
aid and support her; and how much do your 
enemies wish to injure her, when they want to 
remove you from her ! Our ofiicers are returning 
from Flanders daily, but we shall not have M. de 
Vendôme so soon. The Duke of Orleans is 
also ^coming back ; all this only tends to re- 
new our uneasiness as well as their own. 
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The Duchess de Duras w^as delivered to-day in 
two hours ; I should wish for the same facility to 
our Princess, provided it is not a girl ; I have 
scarcely courage enough left to wish for any 
thing, for it appears to me that we hardly know 
what we want. In whatever humour I may be, 
I am always equally yours. 


LETTER XXII. 


TO THE SAME. 


VeiBailles, November 14tb, 1706* 

I write a few words. Madam, in order that an 
opportunity may not pass without your hearing 
from me^ for I keep my letters for the courier of 
M. Ainelot, and he will arrive sooner than usual ; 
this is the reason that the Duchess of Burgundy 
does not write by the same conveyance ; she is 
in good health as 'well as all those for whom yon 
feel interested. 

Saint Cyr, Same day. 

I. HAVE to reply to three of your letters. 
Madam, the first is from Rosas of the 26th of 
October; I am still weak from three days of 
fever, and which returns at this time every fifteen 
days. Mademoiselle d'Aumale is ill ; but I do 
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not want for a secretary here, and I will answer 
ibr this one as I do for the other. 
' I have taken a great ii^erest in the joy of ,the 
Queen ; she requires that God should interfere to 
relieve her situation, which up to the present 
seems to have been truly unfortunate : your own. 
Madam, does not appear enviable, except in the 
services which you continually render a princess, 
who merits all the tenderness you feel for her. 

The Pantheon of St. Denis is a place well cal- 
culated for serious reflections; .poor Queen 
Louisa has done better to die than live. It 
seems to me that every body approves of your 
not recalling all the menines ; they are less neces- 
sary to the King than troops, and a conjunction 
like the present was necessary to get rid of them. 
I have no doubt but the grandees will murmur ; 
^curtailments are approved of generally; but no 
one in particular wishes them to fall on himsel£ 
As I never lose sight of your interests, I am de- 
lighted that you have no longer three hundred 
women to govern. 

I think with you. Madam, that your blood and 
mine are often heated ; but whatever it costs me, 
I feel myself much honored in being compared 
with you* 

Let us pass to that dated Madrid, Octdber the 
^7th, The affection of the Castillans greatly in- 
creases my esteem for them ; but nothing will 
«ffoird me enjoyment until peace is made, and it 
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may easily happen that even the peace will not 
delight me : there is up to the present time no 
appearance of it ; our .enemies are inflated with 
their good fortune. Heaven will punish them for 
it perhaps ; there is no place but Spain in which 
our affairs go on well. I have always the heart* 
felt hope, that God will protect the innocence and 
piety of their Catholic Majesties. 

It is said that the Duke of Savoy and' Prince 
Eugene are on very bad terms, because the Em- 
peror has not performed all his promises to the 
former; I hope he may open his eyes, and 
recogniae his real interests. 

I assure you. Madam, that I have no design in 
speaking well of the Duke and Duchess of Alba ; 
when I want any thing from 3rou, I shall say so 
very frankly ; I am, however, very glad to hear 
what the King of Spain has done for them. I 
^ liave not as yet complimented them on it. You 
perhaps know by this time that we cannot enter 
Italy before the spring : we should have been there 
still if the officers had been as well disposed as 
their general. 

I have seen this general, who is greatly af-^ 
flicted at his misfortune, and very ardent to make 
up for it on a future day : his healdi is good, but 
he will have one or two fingers of his left hand 
crippled. 

I now come to your letter of November 3rd, 
also from Madrid. I admire your finding time to 
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write to me in the press of affairs which surround 
you : I entreat you, however, never :to do your- 
self any violence, to give me the pleasure of hear- 
ing from you ; I prefer your repose to the conso- 
lations it affords me to receive your letters. Why 
are your ladies of the court so sorrowful? Are 
they grieved to see you again ? I should be very 
angry with them if they were. ' ' ' 

If ever I had wished to see the Elector of 
Cologne, I could not, for I was very ill while he 
was here; but I confess to you, that if I could I 
did not wish it. I become indifferent to society, 
and it is no longer the time for me to make any 
new acquaintances. I feel, however, that I 
should not have resisted had you been here^ but I 
should have been well recompensed in the pleasure 
of seeing you, who could soften my sufferings^ 
in many respects. 

I have read all the praises contained of him in^ 
your letters to the King, and the copy of that 
which you have written to M. Orry : your, frank- 
ness and sinoerity^cannot be sufficiently admired ; 
the King is as much affected by them as I could 
wish, jind I assure you. Madam, this is to say 
everything. 

God grant that M. de Vendôme does not flatter 
himself, when he tells the King of Spain that he 
will very soon enter the Milanese ! We shall 
soon know what to think of this. 

1 had soiae conversation about you a few days. 
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ago with the Duchess of Burgundy, and con- 
cerning the reports circulated from time to 
time, that you are embroiled at one time 
in France, and at another in Spain; I am 
charmed with the sentiments she entertains to- 
wards you, for she not only believes your merit 
to be extraordinary, but thinks you very amiable^ 
and really loves you. 

I do not wish you all the fatigues you undergo ; 
but it is inseparable from your situation, and it 
would be a pity for you to be idle j but I would 
consent if your amiable Queen were not to suffer 
from it. 

I shall know to-night, on reaching Versailles, 
whether the courier of M. Amelot has gone ; in 
that case it will be necessary to send my letter by 
M. Torcy ; can you have any motives to distrust 
him ? I thipk not. • I feellfpr you. Madam, as for 
myself, and I should be afflicted if I were not one 
of the three women of whom you speak to M. 
Orry, as those upon whom you calculate. 

Veisailles, 14th October. 

P. S. The courier of M. Amelot is not gone ; 
I will give him my letters, as he will arrive before 
the ordinary one» though he does not set out so 
soon. I have just spoken to the. King again, 
about .the ladies of the court who have been dis- 
missed, and he finds all your arguments very 
just. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 

Saint Cyr, November 21st, 1706. 

We have no news from you this time, and there 
are none to send you : everybody is coming" 
back, and the court is quite full. M. de Vendôme 
will soon return. There is nothing thought of 
but warlike projects, which make| me tremble. 
If they lose the hope of entering Italy, we shall 
have plenty of troops for Spain. But how is it 
possible not to fear a campaign, after that out of 
which we have come ? Do you preserve, during 
théiSe events, that tranquillity which I envied you 
at Marly ? For myself, I cannot conceive how I 
resist my agitation and years. We must hope 
in God, and pray to him incessantly. I do not 
know whether people will have the courage to 
enjoy themselves here, even when our Princess 
is in a diâerent state ; her mind seems to me kss 
disposed than her body; and the interest felt by 
her sister the Queen, is what aiSects her most; 
M. de Mursay has died of the scarlet fever at 
Turin. It is said the air is infected there by the^ 
great number of deaths : we lost nearly twenty 
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thousand men during the siege. Madame de 
Gailus is greatly afflicted ; she was very fond of 
her mother. I am in an interval of health which 
is not likely to last long. We are more and 
more satisfied with your ambassador ; and as 
to you, I have heard nothing since your return 
to Madrid. There is nothing talked of hère but 
intrenebments. The King tells the Duke of Alba 
that he wishes to follow the example of his grand* 
son, and expend nothing more except in war. 
You will see by this that what has been done 
with your menines is not disapproved of. The 
King cannot decide on going to Marly with-» 
out the Duchess of Burgundy, so that we shall 
thus be deprived of it all the winter. You no 
longer speak to me of the Queen's health : I 
augur well from this. 


LETTER XXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, December 5lh, 1706. 

Your friend, M. de Pontchartrain, has sent 
me the packet you addressed to him for me. Ï 
will take care of that with which you honor the 
Duke de Noailles, who has not yet arrived. I 
know nothing of M. de Torcy with regard to you : 
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do you wish me to ask him the cause of his^ oeld' 
ness ? It is some time since I have heard any 
thing of the reports of your enemies. It is 
true I am known to be so zealously devoted 
to you, that they dare not speak before ^me. 
Would to God thajt my letters were of some use 
to you ! Neither sickness nor old age. can inter- 
rupt the intercourse which you have so kindly 
wished to have with me. I beg of you, however, 
not to write to me with your own hand, but to 
spare your eyes as much as possible. You can- 
not too much despise the foolish reports which 
reach you ; they increase daily on every subject ; 
the mania for scandal is at the highest pitch, 
and our enemies do not depreciate our affairs 
as much as our courtiers aud oflSicers. M. de 
Vendôme, who arrived two days ago, is ex- 
tremely shocked at it ; but he will name no one, 
and yet this is necessary, to make an example. 

The French are volatile ; they have always mur- 
mured when affairs went on well, no wonder there- 
fore at their doing so when they are unfavourable. 
As to myself, I often receive anonymous letters, 
in which I am abused for all the evils I bring on 
the state. They ask me what I can want, on the 
eve of my death, with the money I am amassing ! 
There is nothing, Madam, but patience for all this. 

Poor M. Chamillard is not better treated ; »but 
he is really unhappy, both by the greatness of 
his charge and domestic sorrows. You may 
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easily imagine that ail that has ocôurred at Turin 
affects him deeply. M. de la Feuillade will no 
longer 'by a visitor here; he proposes to go to 
Naples. He is rather singular^ and resembles 
his father too much. M. Chamillard has not the 
heart of a minister; he is tender, full of feelings 
and the best natured man in the world: he is 
how trying to repair our losses, an^ assures us that 
the King will have powerful armies on every side. 
Omit nothing. Madam, on your part, to aid us. 
I am very impatient to know the effect of the 
vigorous step the King of Spain has taken to ob- 
tain money. 

Were you not well pleased with the Marshal 
de Berwick? I had always a high opinion of 
him, and I am delighted not to have been de- 
ceived. Yes, Madam, the greatest difficulties arise 
from the want of probity which is found in public 
men ; they are nearly all selfish, envious, faith* 
less, insensible to the . public good, and regard 
any sentiments contrary to their own as romantic 
and impracticable. We have had the Count de 
Bèrgnets here, and in whose praise every body 
agrees. I am so struck by all they tell me of 
him, that I feel anxious to see him. Judge from 
this, of the opinion I entertain of his merits. 

Your letters inspire the sentiments youfeel; when 
they were consolatory, I derived comfort from them, 
and they were certainly read more than once by 
me. Since they have been sorrowful, they con- 
voi. I. F 
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firm^mein my dejection; but they are altrnys 
affectionate. . . 

I see the letters of your ambassador, and am 
more and more « satisfied with them. I. do not 
recollect whether i replied to what you said to 
me relative to his interests^ — it is that the places 
which :he wants cannot be . given away till they 
becwne vacant; but the intentions with regard 
to him are very favourable. 


■^— — *■*— fWiF*— I '^ f 
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LETTER XXV. 


<ro THJS SAME. 


Saiuf CyTji December 12th,. 1706. 

The Duke de Noaîlles arrived yesterday: evenf 
ing: I only saw him with the royal family, 
and gave him your letter. The part which you 
will have in our conversations. Madam, augments 
nly impatience to commence them. It ^t â long 
time since I have heard from you : your affairs 
are those which occupy most attention here* It 
is hoped that Spain will be supported, and ,that 
the pretensions of our enemies will thus/ be 
changed : i hope their prosperity will not last 
always. M. de Vendôme, is quite full of confix 
denoe; but he has asked leave logo to Anat, 
before discussing the plan of the approaching 
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campaign. The Marshal de Villars has returned 
very well satisfied at not having done any mis* 
chief. 

Our Princess is in the ninth month of her preg- 
nancy, and in perfect health. God send us a 
strong and healthy boy ! We cannot avoid wish- 
ing as much to the Queen, although it is difficult 
to know what one ought to wish,.^ The marriage 
.of the Archduke to the Princess qf Portugal is 
talked of. The Count de Grammont is dying ; 
he had a fit of apoplexy yesterday : his wife has 
ancticipated this loss too long ta be overwhelmed 
by it whenever it shall happen. 


LETTER XXVL 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles» December 22d^ 1706. 

I WILL commence this letter with my very 
humble excuses for having written one to the 
Queen in considerable disorder, and at difierent 
intervals ; but it was the fever which caused it, 
and this has now gone ofi; 

Grant Heaven that your prognostics for the 
.next campaign may be realised ! For myscdf, I 
assure you my heart is still in despondency» and 
perhaps I could give you but too good reasons for 
it, if I had the pleasure of seeing you. I have, 

F 2 
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howe?er, still, and always had, great ground of 
hope in the protection of God for your King and 
Queen. I thought you would not be sorry to hear 
that peace was no longer thought of : — there is 
no appearance of any prince's withdrawing from 
the league ; good fortune preserves their union. 
The Duke of Savoy is a great prince ; he leaves 
the virtue of tenderness towards children to the 
citizens. I agree with you that his daughters de- 
serve different sentiments. 

Ybu have no longer any thing to fear as to the 
praises you bestow on the Qtieen ; and if I could 
be weary of them, it would have been at Marly, 
where you could never end on that topic, and 
where I could not find a moment to treat with 
you on any other. 

It is true I am very gloomy, I cannot deny it 
to you ; iDut I am not discouraged as yet ; and I 
try, as you recommend, not to afflict myself by 
anticlpiettion. We talk of all sorts of retrench- 
mentà here, but theise can bear no proportion to 
the necessary expences of the war. 

Nothing is more surprising than the sudden 
change that has taken place in the King; and 
it appears there is no exaggeration in what you 
say on the subject. There must be something 
miraculous in this. God has perhaps accorded it 
to the prayers of the Queen : billr King was 
much affected by the news, and anxiously hopes 
there inay be no relapse. 


• • 
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You do ,me pleasure in noticing the Prince and 
Princess de Vaudemont. It is trae that I hsive a 
good opinion of him^ and a great esteem for his 
wife. In the name of God, Madam, do not write 
to me in your own hand ; take more care of your 
eyes. You see that notwithstanding Jthe difference 
between us, with what freedom I use the permis- 
sion you have given me, 

I have read the communication of the ambassa- 
. dor with great attention. Nothing can be stronger 
or more true than all he states ; but I hope he 
w)ll be satisfied. It seems to me that matters are 
at a crisis which cannot last long ; and I think 
him too sincerely attached .to the two Kings to 
wish to quit them, and see them ruined in other 
hands. You know better than any one else that 
lus equal is not easily to be found. It is neces- 
sary to redouble our courage and virtue in these 
times, and make private interests give place to 
public good ; but I hope both the one knd the other 
will be made to ag^ee, for every thing is favourable 
for him ; and I never saw a person in place whose 
conduct is so much approved. 

You only mock me. Madam, in telling me that 
you write to me with too much freedom. You con- 
fer the greatest honour on me, and I will do my 
utmost to avail myself of all you write. How true 
it is that despondency in men weighs down their 
faculties, and that every thing suffers from it ! I 
could say a great deal to you on this subject, 
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but we are doomed to experience every species 
of suffering in silence, because there are few to 
whom we dare communicate them. 


LETTER XXVII 


TO THE SAM6. 


Saint Cyr, Christmas day, 1706. 

Your good friend, M. de Pontchartrain, gave 
me a large packet from you some days ago, and 
which contained your letter, as well as that which 
the ambassador wrote to you ; both were dated 
on the 11th instant. I had the honor of reply- 
ing by the same channel. Since that time I 
have received another packet dated the 6th. I 
conceive that one must have come by a courier, 
and the other by the post. I was enchanted, 
to be able to shew the King what you say 
\ of his grandson; for his Majesty, surprised 
\ at this change, asked me, "What does the 
'^Princess des Ursins say?" You spoke to me 
more lightly of it in the letter which accompanied 
all those that contained the news ; but you dilate 
on the subject in this one in such a manner as to 
afford great pleasure to the King, who is more 
attached to the Prince than I could have thought. 
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Foî me^ who am so apt to drew evil from tht 
greatest good, I b^in to fear' that w6 love your 
King too much, and that his affairs widl finish by 
turning my brain. There is something in all this 
very unlike the fine spirit which makes you see 
eyery tiling agreeably, and with that amiable tem*- 
per which charmed me at Marly, in spke of all the 
disagreeable matters of which you treated there. 

I can easily conceive that the tenderness of the 
Queen fot her husband redoubles, as her esteem 
incr^ises ; it is impossible that this can be other- 
wise; I feel that notwithstanding the « predilec- 
iiiKi I have for you, I would not like you so much 
as I do if I did not esteem you infinitely: there 
are no persona^ attractions which could make 
me look over a want of probity or candour. 1 
have found all in you^ and ' I am happy : to 
think Providence has separated us. I can-i- 
not help being uneasy at this increase of affec^^ 
tion in the Queen, for it seemed to me that she 
had no need of iU and I am charmed to hear she 
is so well i she ought to become pregnant. You 
may depend on it the King wishes to support 
you, and that he will do every thing in his power. 

The Duchess of Burgundy wished to read wnat 
you said for her, and has again confirmed me as 
to her opinion, esteem, and friendship for you. 
She is very well, and only waits the moment of an 
accouchement, which seems favourably dispo'âfed. 

You are really too good to think of writing to 
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the Countess de Cailus on the death of her 
mother* She has had the jaundice from it, as 
well as a thousand other sufferings ; I sent for 
her here : she is very much attached to you. I 
am quite angry with you. Madam, for writing in 
your own hand, and a very long letter. Why do 
you thus endanger eyes and health that are so 
precious? 

You have given me much pleasure in sending 
me ydur letters on the affair of the Chevalier 
d'Espennes. I am glad to know all that concerns 
you, in order to be able to answer those who 
speak to me about you. It is very true, as I 
have: already said, that none dare blame you 
before me. It is impossible that this man co^ld 
say any thing worse than he has; and I do not 
perceive that his extravagant reports have made 
the > smallest impression, even on thé most cen- 
sorious. 


LETTER XXVIIL 


TO TH£ SAME. 


Versailles, January 19th, 1707. 

•» 

The Marshal de Boufflers has brought me your 
tetter of the 29th ultimo, this morning; I confess 
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to you. Madam, that I am by no means pttspi- 
çious, and that 1 should with difficulty believe 
the letters enclosed in the Duchess of Burgundy's 
packet would .be opened. I shall be more care- 
ful than ever in. putting, all I write under fin 
envelope. J answered your letter without re- 
membering by whom I received them; but if 
you think it right that I should do otherwise, I 
will take care to state the channel through which 
they reach me. ' Is it possible that this man can 
be jealous and displeased at thé good offices you 
render to our ambassador ? How could you re- 
fuse bim this t^timony, and for whom could it be 
more properly asked? But it will not do to 
appear as if we saw so unjust a jealousy ; as for 
mys^f, I shall persevere in praising the services 
of the ambassador, as long as they deserve 
to be applaixde^^ - It appears that all I say is 
agreed to, I require no more ; but let me again 
ask you, whether I shall notice the coldness 
which is shown towards you. I have no inter- 
course with M. and Madame Beauvilliers. I 
admit, that I possess some natural good- 

* 

ness, but I have no prudence; I proceed 
straight forwards, and think only of acting well ; 
I scarcely ever write any thing that I should 
be sorry for others to read. I have always pro- 
ceeded with great frankness, and found no dis- 
advantage from it. It seems to me that there is 
as much skill as there is virtue in uprightness of 
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condt|ct. I am sure^ however, that I should not 
be capable of managing affairs where cunning 
and hypocrisy were required: this is not to 
ray taste. I will burn your letters, if you wiâh 
it^ I have preserved a great many, to recur to 
them, if any fault was found with the inter-^ 
course I have kept up with you; but if you 
think it more prudent to discontinue it, you have 
only to say so. 

Mademoiselle de Noailles marries the Marquié 
de Qondrin, and she is to have the place of à 
lady in waiting, which the Duchess de Noailles 
filled. You will say, that this is the act <rf à 
good relative ; but what would I not do to facili<^ 
tate a maitiage that pleases Madame de Montes^ 
pan? One of our ladies in waiting, on going to 
compliment her on the eveàt, found her seated 
between two pumpkins, soine* càbj>ages, BXkd à 
hundred thousand francs' worth of diame&dà 
which she gives to the bride. 


LETTER XXÏX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, January 23rcl, 1707. 

Though we generally receive news from Spain 
on Saturday or Sunday, we have none to-day : I 
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must not, however, let you be without intelligence 
concerning the Duchess of Burgundy, for the 
information of the Queen ; this is very favourable, 
—she began to leave her bed yesterday, and finds 
herself very well from it. The Duke of Britanny 
has changed his nurse, because the first had 
got a cold ; he is ajso very well, but thti[re is 
every thing to fear for princes, with whom so 
much pains are taken, that they often kill them ; 
besides the continued agitation their nurses 
are in, which prevents them from having good 
milk. I am doubly grieved at not hearing from 
you to-day, as we hope for a confirmation of our 
suspicion as to the Queen's situation, and if it 
continues still, we shall no longer doubt of what 
we wish. 

The Duke de Quiche has the smal) pox, and 
Madame de Npailles wherevdthal to exercise her 
activity, between his sickness and the marriage 
of her daughter, which takes place in two dltys. 
The Duchess of Maine furnishes all the amuse* ^ 
ments of this place ; she has plays performed at 
Clagny, to which every body gofes ; Monseigneur 
went there yesterday with a large portion of the 
court. 

The King sees our Princess three times a day : 
I imagine such attentions fully compensate her for 
the amusements at which she cannot be present* 
The Cardinal de Noailles disturbs the Carnival 
a little by ordering the jubilee to be obscfrved t 
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it is to commence on Sunday and continue fifteea 
days. God grant that the prayers made for 
peace may be heard f 

It appears that your affairs occupy great atten- 
tion here» and that the m.easures which are taken^ 
give every reason to hope things will go on well 
on your sidç. I should be ungrateful, if I 
doubted the interest you take in my health ; I 
ought therefore to tell you that I am pretty well^ 
and yours more than ever. I am also yery much 
pleased with what the king thinks of you. . 


LETTER XXX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint-Ayr, January 30th, }707. , 

Have you lost the address which I gave you 
at Marly ? If so, it will be easy for me to send 
it to you again. I cannot believe they open our 
letters ; and if I dare place myself on an equality 
with you, it seems to me they ought to know us 
sufficiently, to believe that we only write for the 
praises or interests of our two Kings, that is, 
unless you are not the confidant of the corres- 
pondence I have with the Princess Anne, or that 
I am not in ydurs, in that which you have so 
long had with the Emperor ; for I well remem-. 


Ci»' 
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ber, that you were accused of this formerly. 
Will not M. de Brancas bring me some letters 
from you, written with full liberty ? I think this 
channel will be the safest, and I assure you I am 
grieved for the reasons you hav.e to be distrustful. 
I have told the Marshal de Villeroi that I was in 
the opposite extreme, and scarcely ever enter- 
tained suspicion. I also informed him that it 
was a long time since I had heard you spoken 
of: and that I thought your enemies tired of the 
reports they circulate : the latest I have heard 
are those relative to your return to France, the 
King and Queen of Spain being no longer able 
to bear you, and our King also unable to give you 
farther employment. 

The contrary was soon seen, for I have heard 
nothing since. I have charged Madame de 
Gailus to let me know every thing that regards 
you. Apropos of Cailiis, — ^she has passed eight 
datys at the hduse of Madame d'Hudicourt, to 
consolé her for the loss of Madame de Montgon. 
The King asked me why she was at court incog* 
nito, since she had never been driven from it, but 

* 

went away of her own accord: we, therefore, 
thought it right to advise her to visit the Duchess 
of Burgundy when she next receives company, and 
to come to court occasionally, like the ladies of 
quality who reside àt Paris. The goodness with 
which you honour her, emboldens me to give you 
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these details. I hope you will have written to 
Madame d'Hudicourt in her grief: 1 am de- 
lighted when they are satisfied with, and love 
you ; it is for you, Madam, to decide whence this 
sentiment proceeds. 

The Duchess de Noailles is full of joy at 
having married her sixth daughter to M. de 
Gondrin ; but this joy is greatly disturbed by 
the state of her husband's health, which gives 
much uneasiness to his friends. The Duke de 
Guiche is thought out of danger, the small pox 
comes out very well, and he is free from fever. 

The Duchess of Maine amuses the whole 
court by her theatrical representations of all 
kinds ; her company is superior to every other : 
M. de Gondrin is one of the best .actors; the 
Duchess of Orleans and the Duchess of Bur- 
gundy are the only persons excluded from the 
performances, bQQ&use the jDuchess of Maine 
ithinks they would tuïnher into ridicule : for my 
.own part^ 1 assure you I would do fto such thing, 
and that such pleasyres appear to me mneh more 
wnooeut and inçti:uctive than ruining one's self 
ajb Lansquenet, or in wastuig health by eating, 
4)riiiking, or smoking. I should merely wish, on 
accoui^t of the state of the times, to see the ex*- 
{)e«i§;e3 of dlagny a little curtailed. 

1 think the pregnancy of the Queen will be 
jknown at Madrid by letters froin France, for we 
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have made no mystery of it ; and this last confir- 
mation leaves no longer any doubt on the subject. 

The reasons of the Queen, in opposing the 
King of Spain's going to the army, are very 
strong; but I doubt whether they will be acceded 
to in the present conjuncture. I should be greatly 
embarrassed if I had to decide this question — 
wiser heads than mine will consider it. 

' I liave given your letter to the Marshal de 
-Villeroi, who is to send me an answer. As I think 
•him more judicious than myself, I dare not tell 
you that I am by no means satisfied with his con- 
duct towards the King. 

You are then charmed at the happy accouche- 
«ent of our Princess, who is also yours : we are 
not less pleased, to be able to wish a similar one 
to the Queen, whom we also regard as our own, for 
they must never be separated. You will have it 
that the birth of our Prince is a good omen ; God 
]jrant that it may! — ^You exhort -the Marshal 
dé Villeroi to console me, but he sees objects 
with still more gloom than I do : nevertheless, I 
am very glad that you are in such good spirits ; 
this is always agreeable. The King and the 
Duchess of Burgundy received your congratu- 
lations on the birth of the Duke of Brittany very 
favourably, and we fully convinced of their sin- 
cerity : I can assure you, that you * stand well 
with them both. 
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LETTER XXXI. 


TO THK SAME. 


Saint Cyr, February 8th, 1707, 

There is no jubilee, Madam, that can prevent 
us from wishing to hear a little noise in Portugal : 
it is fortunate that well ordered charity begins at 
home; without this, what should we do in the 
present embroiled state of Europe ? We wait with 
impatience the result of this news. It is a sad 
thing to have two Kings }n each kingdom : this 
is what renders every thing so difficult to termi- 
nate ; it seems to me, that God alone can unravel 
such a state of things. I have no vapours, and I 
am naturally gay, but I confess that our misfor- 
tunes have greatly changed my temper; your 
consolations would be of great use to me, if they 
came after the declaration I made to you of all 
my sufferings. I am still convinced you would 
think as I do, if you knew all that I know ; how- 

4 

ever. Madam, I agree with you, that we mnst 
oppose courage to afflictions, and bear with all 
that it may. please God to send us. 
M. de Vendôme is full of confidence^ he will 
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liave a very fine and efficient army. Thé Marshal 
de Villars fears nothing in Qertnany^ and I see 
great cause to hope that every thing will go on 
well in Spaing our coast is well lined on every 
side against the descents of the enemy, who 
could not attach you by water, and assail us at 
the same time. 

The situation in which you will be this sum- 
nier, gives me a great deal of pain : for I think 
the Qiœen's motives for keeping the King at 
Madrid are very strong» and I see that his going 
to the army is considered as resolved upon. ^ 

I have with my ordinary sorrows, to support 
others : the Duchess of Burgundy is one of those 
who suffer most without complaining, except to 
me, to whom she confides all her uneasiness re- 
lative to our own affairs and those of Spain. 

I assure you, that your ambassador ought to 
be satisfied with the manner in which he stands 
with the King. It is true he does not possess so 
many external marks of dignity as those who 
have preceded him ; but if the King could at this 
moment publish what he intends to do for him, 
he would do it with pleasure, for his Majesty 
kaowd the importance and diversity of the ser- 
vices he renders to him : nor do we cease to 
admire the harmony that rei^s between you 
both, and on which your letters have not thrown 
the least doubt since your being in Spain. 

The Marquis de Brancas speaks highly of the 

G . • 
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Kitg and Queen : he is very well satisfied with 
his general; admires the ambassador^ soxd it 
seems to me. Madam, that he knows you nearly 
s^s well as I have the pleasure of knowing you. 

All that you tell me of the Queen appears to 
augur well for her pregnancy : sh^ can now con*' 
suit her sister, who has had great experience> and 
knows how to conduct herself admirably. . 

The Duchess of Burgundy will thank you^ 
when she is able to write ; she charges me to say 
a thousand friendly things on her part. I entreat 
that the point concerning M, Âmelot may re- 
main between ourselves : I have my reasons for 
this. 1 feel pleasure in writing to you, but that 
of conferring with you would be very different. 


LETTER XXXII 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, February 8th, 1707. 

We receive no letters from you now, with- 
out entertaining the greatest fear, lest the 
Queen should not be pregnant; and I highly 
approve, as do some who are much more important 
than myself, of your not having published this 
event without being more sure of it : but we 
shall be delighted when we hear from you, that 


MADAME DE MA INTENON. 83 

the Queen has been at Atocha, surrounded with 
all the Grandees ; I can easily conceive the 
pleasure such a sight will afford the people of 
Madrid. 

I did not know what you tell me of M. de Me- 
david, nor that M. Rabutin had been beaten by 
the malcontents : it seems that I am informed 
of nothing but bad news. 

I am extremely anxious to hear from you that 

the ambassador is tranquil ; I desire this for the 

benefit of the two nations, and I beg you to tell 

him» that I wish it no less for the esteem I enter- 

-tain towards him. 

This letter goes through M. de Chamillard : 
I put my last into the Duchess of Burgundy's 
packet : the packet of Marshal de Villeroi was 
forgotten ; I put it under an envelope» and sent 
it to M. de Torcy. Your distrusts give me great 
uneasiness ; if they continue, I will take care to 
avail myself of M. de Chamillard, who has nei- 
ther the inclination or leisure to open your let- 
ters ; I also hope to address you by the Marquis 
de Brancas, which will be a surer channel. Could 
not the Duke de Noirmoutier give some of your 
letters to Madame de Cailus ? If you wish for a 
more obscure address I will give you one. 

M. de Brancas has told me a number of oblig- 
ing things on your part ; we spoke of you with 
great pleasure. 

G 2 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


to THE SAME. 

Versailles, February 13th, 1717. 


I HAVE to reply to your letter of the 30th of 
January, brought by M. Rupelraonde, and' to 
that of the 4th of this month, which has, I think, 
come by a courier of the Marshal de Berwick. 

It is true that 1 answered the letters which 
explained the motive of the King of Spain for not 
placing himself at the head of his army, and that 
which was found for retaining him at Madrid ; I 
•also ianswered the letter which contained the hopes 
of the Queen's pregnancy, by severisd questions 
about the nurses and the governess ; it does not 
appear byany of your replies, that this letter has 
ever been received ; and I perceive by the des- 
patch of the ambassador, that a packet has mis- 
carried. If 6ur letters were more important, I 
should propose that they should all be written 
in cypher, and their receipt punctually acknow- 
ledged. Mademoiselle d'Aumale, who has less to 
do than I have, and more presence of mind, will 
keep the account with great correctness : I aow 
pass to the letter of M. de Rupelmonde. 

I think with you. Madam, as to the fidelity af 
the governess, and that it is the chief quality to 
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be cottfiidered, particularly in the present situa- 
tion of things. Is it pos&ible that you cannot 
find one in Spain ? and yet this must be accom- 
plished. The King greatly approves of the Bis- 
cayan nurses ; but do not think of any thing but 
the quality and quantity of good milk, without 
suffering yourself to be taken by surprise with the 
face, which does not matter : we had a stout and 
well made nurse whose milk failed ; we have now a 
little and ordinary one, who appears to be very 
good ; and this is not the only instance I have 
witnessed, for you know I have seen many nurses^ 
The King has also great difficulty in conceiving 
how it happens that there are no good ac- 
coucheurs in Spain, and that there are neither 
midwives nor able surgeons: he is still afraid 
that Frenchmen would displease ; but there will 
be time enough to think of this. 

The King thinks that it will be very proper for 
you to address M. de Beauvilliers as governor of 
the King of Spain^ to beg of his wife to do all 
that is necessary for the Prince or Princess that 
we expect ; the King himself exhorts you to go 
to very little expense. I apprize you, that if you 
leave it to Madame de Beauvilliers,. she will send 
you baubles which are quite useless for a child>: 
and very much out of place in our present situa- 
tion; if you take my advice,, you will fix a spe-- 
cific sum. Some laces have been brought for the 
Duke of Britajiny, which cannot be worn,, owing. 
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to the extreme delicacy of their texture, and 
which possess no other merit than that of hating 
cost a great deal of money. Would not beds of 
crimson damask, with gold bordets, and common 
Iinen> be sufficient both for the Queen and 
Prince? 

I now come to a more important point, and 
which it does not depend on me to decide : it is 
to inquire whether the King is to go to the army, 
or not : I do not as yet know what answer the 
King, his grandfather, will give on this subject ; 
we cannot suppose that the courage of the Queen 
will not enable her to put up with an absence of 
some months. Yon have described her thoroughly 
on this point, and we regard her as being far 
above all other women : we think she loves 
the glory of her husband, who would thus be 
able to continue what he has commenced ; but 
after all, I am of opinion that kings ought to 
sacrifice even their glory to the good of their 
subjects, and it seems to me that you will have 
too much to support, if the King goes away ; the 
subject of finances is essential and unanswer- 
able ; it is to you I speak so freely, for I should 
take care to be silent with every other person, on 
a matter which exceeds my capacity. 

Madame de Cailus has at length re-appeared at 
court, though not without some confusion both 
on her part and mine, but she was very well re- 
ceived. I dare not tell you any news of myself. 
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for you would scold me more than erer, for the 
extreme meiancholy in which I indulge: God 
grant that you may never be forced to adimit I 
was right, and that you may thus- have a plea for 
overwhelming me with reproaches ! 


LETTER XXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, February 27th, 1707. 

Your arguments have prevailed, and I heat 
the King of Spain will not proceed to the army : 
he had made so good a beginning, that it is to be 
regretted he does not continue ; but kings are 
less their own masters than other men, and it 
is necessary that the good of the state should 

■ 

yield to every other consideration. I take îa 
great part in the Queen's joy and your own ; as 
you would have been in an aukward situation, 
and one in which I should have felt alarmed, 
lest your health, though good, might not have 
resisted had the Kings set out. 

The poor Duchess de Noailles no longer smiles, 
and I doubt very much whether her husband 
will extricate himself. He is a very good man 
and greatly beloved by his numerous family. 
Our young . Captain of the Guards begins very 
well, and seems to please the King ; nevertheless, 
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I am glad he goes to Roussillon for your Beryiee. 
Will you scold me again, Madam, for being a bad 
relative ? 

You are very unjust, to take the part of my 
nieces against me ; it is not my fault, if they do 
not make so good a figure as I could have 
wished ; and I can truly say, that I departed on 
their account,, from that moderation which I 
endeavour to observe with regard to myself. 
I daily perceive the justice of what you say 
as to the inutility of the examples I wish ta 
give ; but I also think that people often repent for 
not following them. 

I did not fail to propose Madame de la Vieuille 
for a maid of honour : our Princess requires intelr 
lect, and to be amused in a large apartment where 
she passes most of her time : this is not the case 
now, for she is not a moment in repose; it appears 
that she expects an early pregnancy, and that she 
wishes to heap pleasure on pleasure : her health 
is good, she is strongs and her complexion bears 
the rouge put on it by others ; if she had good 
teeth there could not be a more pleasing, face* 

The Cardinal de la Tremouille did me the 
honour of writing to me at the commencement of 
the year ; and I have more than one reason for 
excepting him from the resolution of making no» 
new acquaintances. 
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LETTER XXXV. 


TO THE SAM£« 


Blariy, March 5th, 1 707. 

M. DE L AKGLEE will givc you an account of what 
he has already done towards exeeuting your or- 
ders ; he is terrified at the e5r pence, owing to the 
great size of the Queen's room: he is going to 
propose that you should make use of the pic- 
tures to save tapestry. You may calculate that 
what you require, with the bed linen, which is to 
be prepared by Madame de Beauvilliers, will cost 
mote: than fifty thousand crowns : this is nothing 
for the Queen and the Prince of Asturias, but 
it is a great deal for the present state of 
afiairs. 

Nothing can be finer than the description you 
give of the ceremony which has taken place at 
Madrid ; I thought I saw It, and I can easily con- 
ceive that nothing was more agreeable in the 
pageant than the young and brilliant Queen, wha 
performed the principal part, As she must have 
been its greatest ornament. The Caimrara 
Mayor did not spoil the scene ; and I think she 
was at least for that moment sufficiently gratified, 
the fatigue not being so great as to diminish the 
pleasure of the other attractions. 
I suffered M. de Brahcas to depart without 
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writing to you by him, but I was jusl then at- 
tacked by the fever ; I do not regret it much, 
.not being able to prevail on myself to write what 
I did not wish to be seen. — This is a maxim 
which I have always adopted, and which I have 
endeavoured to impart to those who interest me 
the most. Grant that they may profit by it ! 

J am delighted to hear the ambassador is 
satisfied ; he ought to be so at the arrangement» 
of the King in his favour, and his success in this 
quarter ought to console him for what he may ap*-^ 
prehend fi-om others, of which I have no knowledge. 
I am persuaded. Madam, that this little notice; 
going through you, will be more agreeable to him, 
than the reply I should have made to the letter 
he has done me the honour of addressing to me. 


LETTER XXXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, March flth, 1707. 

You are very good to Madame de Cailus and 
very unjust towards me ; what would I not do 
for her ? Is it my fault that she has acted in this 
way ? I know there are several here who have 
committed still greater errors, but they were not 
attended with such unfortunate circumstances : it 
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was these circumstances which prevented me from 
proposing her as a maid of honour, as liking my 
Queen better than my relative. And notwith-. 
standing what you say, I am sure you would 
have done the same : if I thought only of myself, 
I should have wished to bring her nearer to me ; 
but you know, that when we please princes suf- 
ficiently to induce them to wish for our services, 
we ought thenceforth to think of them alone. 

Yes, remain near the Queen, although she can- 
not bear you, and do not deceive yourself as to 
your palace at Rome : it would, in truth, be a 
great pity were you in repose, for action suits 
you best, and there are numbers of worthy people 
who profit by it. 

I have read the eloquent efiusion contained in your 
letter on the joy you feel at having seen the Kingj, 
and been able to judge him so closely ; you have 
both gained by this ; and he desires me to tell you 
that he would have been very sorry not to have 
seen your merits with his own eyes. As to my- 
self, I bless God every day for the disgrace 
which brought you here. It often happens that 
we consider that . as a misfortune, which is re- 
garded as a benefit in the end : pardon this trifling 
digression. 

I am very well satisfied with Marshal de Vil- 
leroi, as far as regards myself, but I think he 
might have observed a better line of conduct with 
respect to himself. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Versailles, March 25th, 1770: 

You will, like us, have experienced all the 
trncertainty which has taken: place refettiVe to the 
affairs of Scotland : I do not know whether you 
approve the project, but there never was one that 
interested the public so much as this : our Princes, 
the courtiers, the city, and people, in fact the 
whole country, were thrown into consternation, 
when it was apprehended the expedition could 
not depart ; and nothing could exceed their joy 
when they heard that the King of England had 
actually set saiL 

The enemy has already embarked some Flemish 
troops, and if this diversion continues, it will be 
favourable to us ; but God alone knows what may 
be the result. The Duke de Noailles delays hisr 
departure for some days> in order to hasten the 
supplies which are absolutely necessary for him — 
Money comes in by degrees, but not in such 
quantities as are required. 

I admire your Spaniards, at being so glad to 
see M. Desmaret27 in office ; and it is admirable 
m the public to pass from the- horror in which 
they held the two ministers of whom you speak, to 
the praises which are every where heard since they 
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are no more. You have great reason to say that 
men are strange animals ; indeed there are none 
so malignant^ without even excepting the fero- 
i^ious portion of the brute creation. We daily 
witness examples -of this truth, which are suflEU 
^cient to make one sigh ibr the desert 
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TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, April 10th, 1707, 

The afSstirs of Italy afflict you ; I very much 
fear that you will in the end pardon all my sor- 
rows ; perhaps I foresee them at a great distance, 
but they are too well founded. I greatly fear the 
return of i^mmer. The Duke of Savoy will do 
us all the harm he can, and the Marshal de Tessé 
has set out so discouraged, that I cannot . place 
much confidence in him. The Duke de Vendôme 
is not like the Marshal; he is preparing to do 
wonders, and every body agrees that he has a 
very large and well disposed army. May God 
*conduct it! 

The reduction of general officers has afflicted 
many persons ; but it is one of the misfortunes of 
kings to give dissatisfaction. 

The seditious movements in certain provinces 




94 LEtTERS OF 

will deprive you of some troops; does it not 
create adjust source of affliction» to see no end to 
so cruel a war, and to hear of nothing but human 
sudi^ings ? Can there be any thing more afflicting 
than that of the Spanish noblemen of whom you 
write, and who are ruined through the fidelity 
they have shewn to their real King? All your cou- 
rage is required to support what you are doomed 
to witness, as well as what you have to fear. 

Our King is tranquil, firm, equal in his temper, 
and precisely as you left him : his health is very 
good, and his occupations are the same, nor does 
it appear as if any thing had happened to give him 
pain : there is something surprising in this, and 
which always astonishes me. Our Princess makes 
every effort to amuse herself, and only succeeds in 
becoming weary and giddy. She went to dine at 
Meudon yesterday, attended by twenty-four ladies : 
the whole party were to go to the fair afterwards, 
to see some famous dancers on the tight rope, and 
return to supper at Meudon, and no doubt to play 
until day-light. She will, perhaps, arrive this 
morning quite ill, or at least very dull, for such is 
the invariable result of these pleasures. 
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LETTER XXXÏX 


TO THE SAME. 


^ 


Saint Cyr, April 16th, 1707. 

You appear to have seen the Duke of Orleans^ 
and I have no doubt but that you were quite 
satisfied with each other. Heaven grant that he 
may not bring any misfortunes on you! In 
other respects he possesses all that could be 
wished to be useful. 

I am delighted to hear that eighty Spaniards 
ave beaten five hundred Englishmen. I am na- 
turally fond of the Spaniards^ without mentioning 
what they are to us now, and I hate the English as 
much as the people. I never thought I should be 
capable of so much littleness ; but really I cannot 
bear them, and I show you all my weaknesses 
as the occasion presents itself. 

It ^would seem that you comprehend the cause 
of all my sadness ; but you are truly right in say- 
ing, that we should receive every thing from the 
hand of God ; he knows what we require better 
than ourselves ; and if we were wise, we should 
only think of him^ for it is he alone that can confer 
happiness. 
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LETTER XL. 


TO THE SAJKTE. 


Saint Cyr, April 24th, 1707^ 

I WILL acquaint Maréchal of the opinion which 
you have of the surgeon he has procured you, 
and you ghall have Clement in spite of the cla- 
mours of all the women. They have done their 
utmost to make the Duchess of Burgundy their 
friend, by telling her that she might become 
pregnant at the same time as the Queen of Spain, 
and that it would be necessary, in such a case, 
that one of them should change their accoucheur. 
Our Princess, however, will not see so far into fu- 
turity, and is only desirous of giving to the Queen, 
her sister, what she thinks is best ; for cer- 
tainly Clement is not only one of the most skilful, 
and who has the greatest practice in his profession, 
but prudent, patient, and modest ; he will, there- 
fore, bear the questions of the King, arid the cries 
of the Queen, without being incommoded. The 
Duchess of Burgundy sends her nurse also, and 
takes great pleasure in the idea of what she will 
report of the Queen on her return. She is a 
woman the reverse of people in general of her 
profession, being polite, respectful, and very 
skilfuL It will be advisable, while you have her 
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with you, that she teaches one of the Spanish 
women how to manage an infant. 

If I were not so much occupied^ I would have 
made some experiments upon the English jnode of 
i^earing children ; for they are almost all tall and 
well made, as we have seen them at St. Germains, 
— ^the King being only six months old when he 
came, and the Princess was bom there. 

Their bodies are freed from restraint at the end 
of two or three months, and under their frocks they 
have a double cloth simply tied without any ban- 
dage, which gives an opportunity of changing their 
dress as soon as there is the least occasion. Tbëy 
put them on stockings and shoes when they begin 
to. wear frocks ; however, there is no probability 
that a new experiment will be made upon a Prince 
of Asturias. You wish to make us apprehensive 
of an indifferent confinement, in order to procure 
the early attendance of all our servants ; for which, 
indeed, you are to be pardoned, provided you 
make them labour hard to form others like them. 
The King is positively determined not to send 
you the nurse of the Queen, being persuaded that 
you would soon send her back. 

ATthough the. Archduke's marriage makes no 
alteration in the state of affairs, I shall be very 
sorry to hear of two Queens of Spain. 

M. dcx Vendôme has set out full of confidence, 
and he is convinced that his army is more nume- 
rous than that of Marlborough. 

VOL. r. H 
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Marshal Villars took his leave of me yesterdieiy, 
very well satisfied with his army, and anxiously 
hoping to signalize himself if an opportunity 
offers. I heard in the evening that he would not 
depart as soon as he expected» the King m^- 

thinking it nec^sary. 
Have you not, in the favorite convent of the 

Queen, some saint, whose prayers yoi* might 

obtain to procure us a good peace ? 

Many people thought that the Duke of Savoy 
might molest our troops in Lombardy ; but it is 
said, that he surpasses even Prince Eugene in 
affording facilities for their march. Is this the 
/effect of his devotion? It is, however, highly 
probable thajt bblii would like to be rid of us. 

I fihould be very glad to hear of the Duke of 
Orleans' anrival at Madrid, and his departure for 
the army , for I always fear tiie French at your 
Cotitt ; the household of the Duke is nea:rly like 
that jof the late Monsieur, and consequently of ah 
indiff^ent composition. The Duke de Noailles 
is desirous of doing something» and requires a fen^ 
more troops ; but so tnany are wanted everywhere, 
that it is extremely difficult to âimish them;» 
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LETTER XUI. 


TO THE SAME. 


SajatCyr, May Ist, 1707, 

It is eight days since I received your letter of 
the 10th ultimo, just after my packet, or, to speak 
more correctly, that of the Duchess of Burgundy 
was despatched. 

However timid I may be, I could have wished 
for a battle ]^in the present conjuncture; but we 
hear that the enemy has retired, and expects a 
reinforcement. 

You are right in wishing for many nurses ; but 
you will have some trouble to keep them, if you 
do not allow them a little liberty. 

I am not surprised that you are pleased with 
the Duke of Orleans, »s he possi^sses great and 
estimable qiialities ; and I am not less so with what 
he writes about the King, the Queen» yourself» 
and all he has seen at Madrid. I am not sorry, 
however, at his speedy depeKurc, for I should 
have, some fears from his attendants. Grant 
that he may be more prosperous in Spain than he 
was in Italy ! 

It is a long time since you have mentioned the 
ambassador, who continues to stand perfectly well 
where he wishes to be so. I hear itio n^ore said of 
you by your enemies, and I think tbey begin to 
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despair of a second disgrace. I am pleased with 
myself for having always attended to the affairs 
of Spain ; M. de Torcy shows me all the letters, 
and it appears to me that you have no longer 
any cause of uneasiness. 

-Cardinal D'Estrèes has communicated to me 
this morning the marriage of the Duke D'Estrèes 
with Mademoiselle de Nevers, who is promised a 
fortune of four hundred thousand francs. It is 
the lady of Marshal Noailles who has renewed 
this connection, which was formerly broken off. 
I am surrounded by female relations ; Mademoi- 
selle de Cailus comes very often to Versailles 
and sees me frequently: she has accompanied 
the King to Trianon- The Duchess de Noailles 
is a great deal with me ; they were both in my 
toom yesterday, with Madame de Villette, who 
is a very pretty woman. I do not know whether 
she has the honor of being known to you ; I boast 
of this change of system to you, in order to 
escape your future reproaches. 


LETTER XLIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


^ Saint Cyr, May 8th, 1 707. 

It is very just to thank the God of battles 
for that which he has enabled us to gain, and 
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you have so well conceived the joy of the King 
and that of all the royal family, that I cannot 
refrain from communicating to you the parti- 
culars. You know Marly, and my apartment; 
the King was alone in my little room, and I was 
sitting down to table in my closet, through which 
it was necessary to pass ; an officer of the guards 
cried out at the door, *' Here is M. de Ghamillard."^ 
The King answered, **What! he himself?" be- 
cause he was not expected to come; I threw 
down my napkin, with emotion, on which M. de 
Chamillard said, '* That's right I" and entered 
immediately, followed by M. de Silly, whom I 
did not know : you may well ima^ne that I also 
entered. I then heard of the defeat of the enemy's 
army, and returned to sup in very good humour. 
The Dauphin, who was playing, or looking on 
in the saloon,^ soon joined the King, and the 
Duke of Burgundy entered with a billiard mace 
in his hand ; Madame, to whom a message had 
been dispatched with the news that the Duke of 
Orleans had gained a battle^ arrived soon afler^ 
I told her that he was not there, at which she was 
very angry, and I understood that she said, ^* I 
shall soon hear that my son had hanged himself." 
Madame de Dangeau left the table to go and write 
to her husband, who was at Paris. I reperuse 
with pleasure those parts of . your letter of the 
17tfa April, in which you tell me of the advan- 
tages that would follow the winning of a battle 
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in Spaiii. God giraht that yon may prove d t«âê 
proplietdss ! 


*BMWto«MëtMiM 


LETTER XUV. 


TO TiiE SAMB. 


Saint C^, May ISA» 1707.» 

It feeemis to me that I havd never been so long 
•vvithout hearing frotti yoli, arid I have nolv dtily 
to ansWelraletter of the 26th ult; Marshal No* 
ailles is in perfect health and very grateful for ftll 
your good wi&hes towards him. I am delighted 
ivith what ydu say about the Duke de No&illesj 
I have tiot heard him mentiohed since your vifr* 
tory: he Will be sensibly affected at it, and if it 
were possible for him to embarrass the Atchdukfej 
he Would do it most joyfully. Many flatter 
themselves with the idea that this prince's pre- 
sence will be required in Italy; as for myself; 
who am ndt so sanguine, Î shudder at the idea of 
some ill success in Flanders. 

Marlborough is in Holland ; his troops and ours 
are assemblings and the campaign will opeti on 
the 20th of this month. 

It is said that Marlborough has had pri*- 
vate audiences of the King of Sweden^ but it 
is not yet known what haô been the result; 
perhaps it will not be kept so secret in Holland 
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when he shall have giveil an account of his 
mission. The case of the Duchess of Burgundy 
is still uneettain, but we shall know what to de* 
pend upon in some months. She has never 
heard any thing so gallant as what you tell her 
of the apple of discord which would have been 
amongst our enemie» if she had been carried off.^ 
t think she has written to you about the battle 
which yo<i have gained, and I can assure you that 
£^ feels great esteem and friendship for you. 

I can easily conceive the joy of the ambassador, 
for there is scarcely a man in the world who 
stands higher in my estimation 'y it is some time 
smce I have seen any of his letters to M. de 
Torcy. Grant that the good understanding which 
subsist» between you may continue ! as we clearly 
see the favonraUe change it has caused in the 
situation of our two Kings. 

If you knew all the follies which are imputed t6 
the Countess de Grammont, with respect to her 
pretensions, when I am gone, you would see that I 
cannot easily believe every thing I hear ccmcem^ 
ing her. 

It is said that Prince Eugene and the Ihik^ of 
Savoy are sending 10,000 men to Naples; but all 
this is as yet very uncertain. It is not true that 
Marshal de Tessé is recalled, but M. de Médavid 
is going to command in Savoy. We have the 
Prince de Vaudemont at Marly ; I do not recollect 
to have seen him when he was here before; he 
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seems very amiable» though stQl extremely feeble ^ 
he is quite a favourite at Court, and envied by 
all. The King shows him every kind of civility, 
and he vows that he will not quit Marly unless he 
is driven from it. His wife has gone into Lorraine 
ynth the Duchess of Mantua, who is about to enter 
a convent there. M. and Madame de Vaudemoat 
say that she was not in safety in Italy, and highjy 
extol the propriety of her conduct there. 

The King finds himself so comfortable at Marly 
that he has prolonged his stay eight days. We 
shall go from thence to Trianon, without stopping 
at Versailles 

The Prince de Conti, Marshal Villeroi, and M* 
Matignon, are about to contend for Neufchatel. 
I fear they have a strong opposition in M. de 
Brandenbourgh. The King does not interfere, 
but it is natural for him to wish for the election of 
a Frenchman. 

Clement and Madame de la Salle are to set 
out to-morrow. I hope they will conduct them- 
selves with propriety. 

My God, Madam, how I could wish, in addi- 
tion to my long life, to be six months older, in 
order that there might be an end to my anxiety 
respecting this campaign ! I sometimes figure to 
myself a general battle in Flanders, the Archduke 
gone out of Spain, peace made with Portugal, a 
Prince of Asturias at Madrid, and with all this^ 
the continuance of your kindness towards me. 
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LETTER XLV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, Hay 21st, 1707. 

We have heard the happy consequences of the 
battle gained in Spain^ and we doubt not but 
Valencia and Aragon will soon submit. I can 
easily conceive that you will be tolerably quiet for 
some time ; but, according to all appearances, the 
Archduke will wait at Barcelona for a powerful 
reinforcement, of which it is impossible he should 
be disappointed, unless our enemies prefer enter- 
ing France. 

Marlborough has arrived ; the armies are to 
be assembled in three days, and yet you wish 
me to be tranquil ! I hear every day the cour- 
tiers say that if a battle is lost in Flanders, 
all will be lost ; and if one is gained, we shall be 
but little the better for it. Do you not think that 
the Duke and Prince Eugene are formidable in 
Savoy ? Indeed I have but too many reasons to 
be anxious, and I am so in good earnest. We 
have lost Marshal d'Estrées. Madame de Nemours 
still holds out, and says that she will keep the 
postillions booted longer than we expect. She 
has seen all the pretenders to Neufchatel, because 
her confessor required it. 
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AU our Princes to whom Madame de Nevers fe 
related, press the King for a large pension, pre- 
tending that this beautiful "widow is in a state of 
beggary. Others affirm that nothing has been 
found in the palace Mazarine^ and that she ha& 
despoiled it of sixteen hundred thousand francs. 
Madame Sforza solicits like a good sister, and 
a{:)plie3 in every quarter foi* the dukedom in favour 
of her nephew, but I do not thènk she will suc- 
ceed « Mé de Vaudemont still continues to be ft 
gfeat favourite. Hé goes to Comimercy after 
leaving Marly, to meet his wife, whom he will 
afterwards bring to ccmrt. Madame d'Elbeuf 
tkCGOjnpahies him to pay a visit to the Duchess of 
•Mantua» 

I have nothing to say upon the subject of the 
Duchess of Burgundy. I do Hot think I shall 
have any repose whilst the campaign lasts : you 
must pardon me, for I have it;riot in my power. 


» j>. 


LETTER XLVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, May 29th, 1707. 

I MUST begin by rejoicing with you on the late 
proceedings of Marshal de Villars, as you will 
know how to appreciq.te them better than myself. 
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Tbète he is on the crthèr side of the Rhh^e^ sub- 
sisting upon our enemies, and tevyifig cbntribtH 
tions in our turn. We must^ howérer, pardon him 
for being^ sotaiewhat disposed to take care of hiih-' 
self; since he is enterprising and fortunate^ Î shall 
not ehter into the particulars^ tis I have no doubt 
ef their being oommdnicated to M. Amelot more 
correctly Hiaii I can do it* I shall ndw answeif 
your letter of die 7th instant, which I found ott 
my retnni io Marly eight days ago^ as I had fore-^ 
fteen ; but in order to answer you sooner in future, 
I have desired the Duchess of Burgundy to send 
t]iMi to me hefe, where I sun every Sunday^ and 
where I write more at my ease than I cotlld at 
Marly« 

You will soon have Clement and the niirbe ; and 
I hapethat you will be as well satisfied l^rifh their 
conduct as With their ability* If any thing could 
console our Princess in her pregbancy, which is 
still uncertain, it will be to pass the night in talk- 
ing of the Queen to Madame La Salle. 

I see and enjoy your present felicity, and I 
doubt not but the Archduke will be soon confined 
to Barcelona and a part of Catalonia ; but do you 
not apprehend a powerful reinforcement for him, 
before your troops have re-entered Portugal ? 

M. de Vendôme, and M, de Marlborough, are 
almost in sight of each other, and you wish me f o 
be tranquil I Have you forgot the battle of Ramil-^ 
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lies ? Our army is admirable, and stronger thas 
that of the enemy. May God lead us to a happy 
peace ! I promise you after that to be very cheer- 
ful, and heartily enjoy the pleasure of being sur- 
rounded by my relations. 

The Duke of Savoy has not molested out 
troops, and they have safely reached their des- 
tination. I dare not tell you that I fear dreadfully 
from that quarter; the Italian princes are very 
much irritated at our having abandoned them, and 
did us all the injury they could while we were 
among them. The fidelity of Naples and Sicily is 
admirable ; but what could they do if the enemy 
sent an army against them ? 

I communicated to the King all your congratuh 
lations ; he replies to them as he did to you at 
Marly ; you were then satisfied, and with reason^ 
He was in habits of great friendship with you, and 
you are as high as ever in his estimation since 
your return to Spain. 

I do not wonder at the regret of the Duke of 
Orleans in not having been at the bajttle of Al- 
manza ; it will be some time before he gets over 
this disappointment. 

I am delighted that the Prince of Asturias is 
strong ; I should not like a princess to be so robust. 
You will do very well to. accustom yourself to the 
best mode of treating future pregnancies, and to 
be no longer in want of a person to choose nurses^ 
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Clement will teach you the proper taste and con- 
sistence which milk ought to possess. You will 
also be able to obtain some valuable information 
from Madame La Salle : and I am well convinced 
tibiat there is nothing you would not do for their 
Catholic Majesties ; I have seen more of this than 
you can tell me. 

How sorry should I be to interrupt the Am- 
bassador's progress. I judge him by his conduct, 
by what you tell me, and by his letters. He is 
much above my praise, but he shall have it as 
long as he continues to act as he now does* 
I do not yet know if the marriage of the Duke 
d'Ëstrées will take place. You will have heard 
of the death of Marshal d'Estrées, and that the 
King has given all his appointments to Marshal 
de Cœvre. Madame de Montespan died at 
Bourbon the 27th of this month : she had only 
three days' illness, and received all her sacra- 
ments. A courier was sent for M. d'Antin, but I 
do not know whether he could have found her in 
her senses. 

The King asked me some time ago if his catho- 
lia majesty continued to speak as he had begim, 
as he had heard nothing more said about it : I 
replied that you were also silent upon the subject, 
and that I considered the affair settled and likely 
to continue. 

M. de Vaudemont is as much in vogue as on 
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Hie day of his arrivai ; he hunts with the King, 
plays with our Princess, and walks better than 
he has done for many years ; I have only seen 
him once, and, like others, I am quite delighted 
with him. 

I have just reperused your letters, to see if I have 
answered all your inquiries. Heavens, Madam ! 
•how happy you are ! there is never çiny thing me- 
lancholy in what you write ; with me the perusal 
of your letter is succeeded by a flow of spirits 
which I scarcely know how to appreciate ; in order 
to fill up my measure of happiness, we must have 
peace,^ and on conditions that will be satisfactory 
to me ; you shall see after that in what kind of 
humour I shall be ! 
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LETTER XLVir. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, Juae ?ri, 1707. 

I COULD wish thai the account I havQ given 
you of our rejoicing for the battle of Almanaa 
were as lively as the idea you fermçd of what 
passed in my closet ; you have comprehended it 
better from Madrid than I saw it, and you 
give a description of it which I could not refrain 
from reading to persons who were on the spot. 
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Yau urill fesl additional satisfaction in learning 
that the lines of Stolhoffien have been forced, 
and that the Marshal de Villars is about to give 
a little occupation to the Princes of Germany. 

M. de Mariborough has not been so furious this 
year ; he has been mailing some retrograde move* 
ments, which have made, people imagine that he 
wishes to detach troops into Germ^y ; but we 
were informed here yesterday that he was marché 
ing forwards, — thus we are constantly expecting a 
battle* It is said the Doitch do not wish to risk 
one, l&ough they have received some reinforce* 
ments ; our army seems to wish for it. 

I dare not say any. more pf my apprehen- 
sions ; my heart is oppressed, especially on the 
side of Savoy : it is said that the Duke of Savoy 
vehemently opposes the sending off a detachment, 
which the Imperialists wish to do, to Naples, in 
order that he may be in a better condition to 
enter France ; we have not a more bitter enemy 
than he is. I have this morning seen an officer 
of my acquaintance who comes from Turin, 
where he has been a prisoner since the raising 
of the siege. He tells me that the Duke has 
charged him to tell the Duchess of Burgundy 
that the. war had not lessened his affection for 
lier. 

I ftdmire your courage ; you think of refusing 
peace to the Fôirtugùese if they ask for it, and you 
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wish to destroy that kingdom ; I should be very 
well satisfied that the good King of Portugal could 
enjoy in repose the usurpation of his ancestors and 
the pleasure which his chaplains afford him, pro- 
vided the Archduke was out of Catalonia. My 
castles in the air put him sometimes into the hands 
of the Duke de Noailles, who would conduct him 
here very respectfully, and where I think he would 
amuse himself better than at Barcelona. 

The attentions to M. de Vaudemont have con- 
tinued during the whole of his stay at Marly, 
and he has been courtier enough to walk without 
a stick, thanks to the air of Marly, which he has 
not done for many years. We shall soon see his 
wife, who has been out of France forty years; 
conceive. Madam, how we shall find her changed, 
and how she will find others ! 


LETTER XLVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saiat Cyr, June 12th, 1707. 

It is true that the affairs, of Spain are much 
changed. May God be pleased to complete 
what he has begun ! I am alarmed about the 
siege of Lerida, and fear the same scene that took 
place at Catinat : L am also impatient lest the 
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«old weather should not have commenced in Por- 
tugal, and that you would compel them to sue 
for peace c if they do, grant it, and postpone this 
xconquest to another time. 

M. de Vendôme and Marlborough are still 
three leagues from each other ; our general longs 
to do something, but he ought to do so with a 
probability of success. M. de Villars pursues 
the enemy, and levies large contributions; he 
lias written them a letter, which is called roman- 
tic : people say that he is mad, but I must con- 
fess I wish the King had many more such 
madmen. Our army of Germany will no longer 
cost us any thing; this is a great consolation. 
The Marshal de Tessé is more circumspect ; he 
sees all his danger, and makes me tremble for 
Ihe result ; he is in a very perilous position. 

I think I have told you our Princess is not 
pregnant, but that she is in g©od health ; she came 
here yesterday to prayers, and spent the day 
with us. Madame de Cailus has been some days 
at Versailles, and is to return there very soon. 
I have the Duchess de Noailles with me to-day. 
You lecture me about strangers and my relations; 
I confess to you that the females of the present 
day are to me insupportable : their ridiculous and 
immodest dress, their snuff, wine, gluttony, coarse- 
ness, and indolence, are all so opposite to my taste, 
that it is natural for me to dislike them. I prefer 
imodest, sober, and sprightly women, who can be 
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both serious and ^playful, polite, of a rafllery 
which conveys praise, whose hearts are good and 
conversation lively, and artless enough to confess 
to me that they recognise themselves in this por- 
trait, which, though drawn unintentionally, I think 
extremely correct. 


LETTER^ XLIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


.Saint Cyr, June 19th, 1707^ 

IM. DE Vendôme pretends .that the enemy will 
lie compelled to decamp sooner, than himselt 
The Marshal de Villars proceeds so fast that 
nothing can prevent him from levying heavy con- 
tributions ; but what use is there in tormenting the 
empire if our enemies enter Erance? 

Madame de Nemours has at last terminated 
her career, and all the -competitors for Neuf- 
chatel are in the field, I have only seen M. de 
Vaudemont once, but am not ignorant that the King 
is favourable to him. He is going Xo Commercy, 
though I do not think he will remain there long.: 
he likes the court too well to ;continue in the 
country, and finds nothing so delicious as living 
at Marly. I heard yesterday that they are 
Atill detaching troops from the small number 
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<which the Duke de Noailles commands; he wiM 
he distressed, but where the danger is greatest, 
jt must be provided against. 

We can scarcely depend upon the news which 
obliged you to send your last courier : report 
says the enemy only talk of peace in the army 
of Flanders ; it would be siiigular if it took place 
without our knowledge. % 

M. d'Antin has given 3^u an account of Ma^ 
dame de Montespan's death: he attended her 
during the three last days of her illness; she 
was as tranquil as she had been the reverse 
during her lifetime upon the subject of death, 
which no person dare introduce in h^ presence 
when well. She did not s;ay a wprd about any 
body, nor to her son, though he was present. She 
merely said to the priest, ** Father, exhort me as 
an ignorant mortal, and^as briefly as you can." 

We are in a charming spot h^re ; I do not know 
whether you have sieen Trianon at this season 
of the year ; but I must confess Xo you, that 
I should feel more at .ease in a cave, with a 
^peace made on fair terms, than I am in aa 
enchanted, and perfumed palace, like this. The 
Duchess of Burgundy does all she can to 
-<iestroy her health ; but she will nqt bglieve it 
iimtil it is too late. 
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LETTER L. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, June 26*, 1707. 

I AM quite astonished to hear the lines of 
StolhofFen still spoken of; it is high time to forget 
them now. The Marshal de Villars is constantly- 
advancing ; he has taken a castle of some import- 
ance, and continues to levy heavy contributions ; 
but the terror is so great, that all the inhabitants 
abandon the country : so that* I know not who 
is to pay them. In tïîe mean time, we do not 
hear that the German princes cry out as much 
as might be expected, nor that the enemy have 
as yet sent detachments for their succour. It 
is said that the Dutch expect success in the 
enterprise against Dauphiny and Provence ; and 
it is from this quarter that all my uneasiness 
arises, as much by its importance, as by the 
little confidence I have in the general who com- 
mands there. 

^The death of Madame de Montespan has not 
disabled me from writing to you ; but it is, never- 
theless, true that I feel it very sensibly, and that I 
was always interested about her. As her rank 
was not acknowledged by the courts of Europe, 
her daughters have not received formal letters of 
condolence j and I think I have signified as much 
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as this to you before : I will however inform them of 
your wishes, and I think the matter must rest there. 
The two daughters have manifested a grief which 
has eixcited the ^praise of all their friends, and it 
even began to appear excessive ; but we are not 
fond of long afflictions at court. 

The Countess de Gramont has been for some 
time at Leuville : I should be sorry to inform 
you of all her imputed follies, which may how- 
ever be summed up, by her impatience for my 
death, in order that she may occupy my place. 
She must have felt some consolation on hearing of 
a very violent fever which I have had during the 
last four days, but which has only left me rather 
weak. I am very angry with Madame de Beau- 
villiersy for not having shown the baby linen 
to the Duchess of Burgundy ; but as it is now too 
late, I have said nothing about it. 

The Duke de Noailles is too happy at the good 
opinion of their Catholic Majesties, and the 
part which you take in every thing that concerns 
him. He means well, and is very assiduous ; 
but he can only execute what is entrusted to 
him. 

There is nothing doing in Flanders : we scarcely 
know what to wish for in that quarter; but it 
appears to me that our affairs are not in such a 
bad state, provided the Duke of Savoy does not 
succeed in his present object : we hear from al 
quarters that he is extremely ill, though thé Duche 
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Royal writes ta say that he is quite well. Beside» 
the other reasons which I have to fear his designs; 
I should cruelly suflPer from the natural grief of 
our dear Princess, t6 see all our misfortunes oc-^ 
casioned by her father. 


LETTER LL 


TO THE SAME.^ 


Saint Cyr, July 10th, 1707. 

Marshal de Villar^ is tf little too far ad- 
vanced in Germany : the enemy has cut oflF his 
eommunications by an extraordinary march. He, 
however, soon^ approached them, and assures the 
King that he will maintain his superiority during 
the whole campaign, unless they receive â power- 
ful reinforcement : he is at present at Dourlach.. 
I have^ received a. letter from the Princess of 
Badeny requesting me to cause some diminution 
in the contributions which Marl^faal Yillarâ has 
levied. Only think of my joy, provided I can 
commence a correspondence with this Princess, 
—you who are awate of the eagerness I feel fet 
meddling: in public affairs;; 

I know that the Dtike of Orleans wanted 
the neèessary stores for the siege of Lerida-, 
and that, from being compelled to postpone iè^ 
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something may happen which will prevent it 
from taking place; but you will attribute all 
these thoughts to my usual misgivings. 

I dread an action in Flanders, because the 
Battle may be lost ; and if it is gained, there will 
be, as every body says, very littte advantage on our 
side. It is reported that Marlborough is daily 
pressing the States to permit him to attack M. de 
Vendôme ; but that they positively refuse. I must 
own, that the Duke of Savoy has disturbed my 
sleep, by the apprehension that he would retaliate 
upon our troops. I have the unhappiness to sufifer 
for every thing where there is any reason to fear, 
a» well as fo^the reverse. 

I am told that the enterprise against Naples is 
abandoned, and that the enemy are about to send 
the troops intended for it into Spain. 

M. de¥audemont is tQ be at Marly to-diay : he 
cannot exist any where else : he is upon the 
best terms 'with the Duchess of Burgundy, who 
is delighted with his polite manners. The Prin- 
cess de Vaudemont is at Paris, but I think she 
will come to Marly very soon ; we shadl remain 
there during the whole of July. I dare say I 
shall see her oftener than her husbsuad ; I -am ^ 
not dissatisfied to have been able to dispense 
with hrs society; however, it has not occupied 
my thoughts : he has not intimated a wish to • 
see me; but you know that I am not anxiou». 
for visitoss. 
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Madame d'Hudicourt, with whose sprightly" 
disposition you are acquainted, told us some days^ 
ago, that she was growing insipid since she had 
taken it into her head to be ^ little more rational . 
I should please her much by telling her what you 
say to me about her. I shall endeavour to build 
castles in the air agreeably to your suggestion ; 
they have not hitherto had the same effect upon 
me as my fears. 

Marshal de Tessé still finds himself very weak : 
Prince Eugene is marching towards Provence. 
The Duke of Savoy is in good health, and will 
aoon stir himself on his side ; the j^eet is also to 
appear before Toulon. Do you thi^ik all this is 
calculated to give me joy ? I must then, to obey 
you, persuade myself that they will not succeed ; 
that the winds will drive off the fleet, and that 
the troops will consequently die of hunger, for 
they will not be able to find any subsistence in 
the country : that they will return in disgrace, 
and we shall make peace this winter upon ho- 
nourable terms, and which will insure the crown- 
to the King and Queen of Spain. This idea 
would please mç much if I could only encourage it. 

It is true that Monseigneur often visits the 

Duchess. I know nothing of the devotional spirijt 

of the Princess de tJonti, except that she employs 

twelve female orphan children in her gardes^ 

at Versailles, superintended by two sisters o# 
charity. 
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If my relations resembled the portraits you 
draw of them, I should love them too much ; but 
they take care of this : I forget the sketch I sent 

you ; but I think it was tolerably correct. 

« 

I find the two questions which the ambassador , 
is about to propose very important, especially the 
last ; and I think the change of succession which 
you suggest absolutely necessary : we shall see 
what the King decides. 


LETTER LII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, July 17th, 1707. 

There is nothing new at court, except the 
«rival of the Princess de Vaudemont at Marly ; 
s^he wished to see me here first, and that I 
should have the honour of attending her during 
the first visit she paid the King in my apart- 
ments; the Duchess of Burgundy came towards 
the close of the interview. The Princess 
having been absent from France forty years, 
scarcely knew any one at court, and found great 
difficulty in calling to mind those of her own 
time ; it was the same with them ; this scene had 
nothing in it flattering to self-love ; for my own part, 
I am charmed with this couple, and the manner 
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in which. they bear their change of fortune: she' 
intends to divide her time between the solitude of 
Commercy, the Convent of Pont-à-Mousson^ 
where Madame de Mantua is, and occasionally 
at court. The Princess is i^ery devout, which must 
be a great source of consolation to her. 

As you think our affairs go* on prosperously 
every where, I dare not speak to y«u of my fears 
for Toulon, nor of the uneasiness I feel lest you 
cannot do that in Spain, which would have had 
a tendency to bring operations to-an end, or at 
feast to have crippled the Archduke. 


LETTER LUI. 


TO THE 8AM1^. 


Saint Gyr, July 23rd, 1707. 

Well, Madam, the Duke of Savoy and Prince 
Eugene are at length in France, burning every 
thing, and marching on Toulon; you will easily 
conceive that I already see this city in flames, all 
the King's ships burnt, and the enemy established 
in Provence. Many people here seem, however, 
to think they are not getting on so fast, that the 
Marshal de Tessé may reach it before them, and 
that their enterprise is extremely difficult of execu- 
tion. God grant that it may be I alone who am? 
deceived I 
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iPhe Marshal d'Harcourt is acting the courtier 
*t Marly, and says he can do nothing else. Mar- 
shal Villars, on the other hand, is doing wonders; 
he is master of Manheim, and levying heavy con- 
tributions: but there is an end to policy. The Ger- 
man Princes are frightened, but not one withdraws 
from the league. M. de Marlborough says that 
they may cry in vain, as he will not send them 
a man ; that he attache» but little importance to 
what has occurred in Spain and Germany, pro- 
vided the attempt on Provence succeeds. 

It is true that the competitors for the sovereignty 
of Neufchatel are very active ; but I dould wiA to 
think of other matters as lightly as I do of this. 

I think the King will recommend that the birth 
of the Prince of Asturias should be announced to 
the Duke of Savoy : at least he does so upon simi- 
lar occasions, and has no ideaof petty vengeance;, 
I am sure you will be of the same opinion, and 
that you will write to Madame Royale, as if we 
^ere at peace with them. I am persuaded that 
the poor Princesses suffer much. 

No, Madam, I shall not die in a cave; though I 
could pass my time in one with you without be- 
coming weary ; nor am I vapourish, or so much 
in want of fresh air and agreeable objects. I am. 
vexed with things that are worth being vexed for, 
and at which I cannot help being affected, and 
however you may smile, I think yoa also pass 
some unpleasant moments. 
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You have never answered the question I put to 
you respecting his Catholic Majesty, which was, 
whether he continued to speak out and decide for 
himself, to show himself in public, to transact 
busmess, in a word, to act his part? I admire his 
kindness in writing to the lady of Marshal de la 
Motte, and thus giving her new life ; she has had 
the jaundice in consequence of being told that the 
Duke de Bern had had an apoplectic fit, and was- 
bled three times. 

July 24tb. 

M, de Villars has not been able to advance any 
further ; but he is satisfied with his position, and 
seems to think he can maintain his superiority. It 
is certain that M. de Vendôme is not afraid ; he 
is extremely confident, and laughs at the idea of 
the Duke of Savoy having designs upon Provence.^ 
The Duke is there, however, with forty thousand 
men ; and if he arrives at Toulon before Marshal 
de Tessé, there is little to hope for that place. It 
is a pity we have but one Vendôme ! 

Our Princess is still sorrowful to think her 
father should injure us so much : this is also an 
additional aflliction for me. 
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LETTER LIV, 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Gyr, July 31st, 1707. 

Yesteeday news was brought that twenty-nine 
battalions had entered Toulon^ that they wanted 
for nothing, that the best disposition prevailed» 
and that the resistance would be most vigorous ; I 
shall abstain from adding my own reflections to the 
above. But you see the kingdom of Naples is 
lost, and consequently that of Sicily ; it is impos- 
sible to be strong everywhere, and quite wonderful 
to have resisted so long. Bad news grieves me 
at all times ; but I should be contented to feel it 
^till more acutiely, provided the Queen only re- 
cieves good news in her present state. 

It is said that there are some very good officers 
at Toulon : Marshal de Tessé has paid a visit there, 
and has left it to return to his army, which is not 
410W very strong. 

M. de Vendôme laughs again at our fears for 
Provence; this over confidence is often dan- 
gerous. 
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LETTER LV. 

Saint Cyr, August 7th, 1707. 

You find fault with me because the Dnke of 
OdeauS'does not obtain what he wants ; we regret 
it as much as you ; it is a great misfortune to have 

* • 

so many things upon the mind, and for so long a 
time. 

What will you say, then, when troops are re- 
quired for Provence ? We must attend to th« 
most pressing quarter. We have not had the war 
in our own country before ; and if the Duke of 
Savoy succeeded in his project, we should have it 
very near us : it is to^be hoped that God will not 
abandon the Kings and our religion, which would 
suffer as much as them, if the Huguenots rose up 
in rebellion, as this Prince hopes. He has had 
Cavalier at his table, and he will neglect nothing 
to gain partisans in order to accomplish his object. 

The news received yesterday from Toulon, 
dated the 2nd instant, states that the entrench- 
ments are <3ompleted, and in good order ; that 
there is abundance of cannon ; that the wind hjas 
driven off the ships of the jenemy which were 
bringing artillery and ammunition ; that they are 
only allowed fpur ounces of bread, in want a# 
water,rand beginning to desert : if all thi».be true^ 
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and continues any length of time, the Duke of Sa- 
Toy will have cause to repent. 

I have learned with grief that the siege of 
Denia is raised : this is very different from trans- 
porting the artillery which is there, to carry on the 
siege of Lerida. It is reported here that Marshal 
*de Berwick has quarrelled with the Duke of 
Orleans, and that M. de Nancré is Ûte cause of 
it ; the King is the xmly person who has not heard 
this news, for which I am truly sorry. Our 
enemies strengthen themselves in Germany, 
and we rather weaken Marshal Villars ; thus he 
will not be able to advance further to levy contri- 
butions. The Emperor and the Duke of Savoy 
are in too good health, notwithstanding all the 
evils they are said to suffer ; it is lamentable te 
be obliged to wish âiem otherwise. I hope we 
shall hear of the birth of the Prince of Asturias 
before our departure for Fontainebleau, which is to 
be on the 12th of September. 

flf the enterprise of the Duke of Savoy succeeds, 
Spain will suffer as much as ourselves; should it 
fail, every thing wiH go on better on all sides ; 
but you will have learnt that the detachments of 
the enemy in Italy have but too well succeeded, 
since he has made himself master of the kingdom 
of Naples. The only way to avoid dwelling on 
this event, is not to look at the consequences. I 
must,'however, confess to you, that it is frequently 
jpresent to my mind. 
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LETTER LVL 


TO TKE SAME. 

Saint Cyr, August 21st, 170Z. 

I AM dreadfully alarmed at having so correctly 
predicted the affairs of Provence ; every body 
here said the Duke of Savoy would retreat ; how- 
ever, we see by the last news, that hé pursues his 
enterprise, and that he has but little fear of ua, 
since he has just weakened his atmy by a detach- 
ment of nearly six thousand men, which Prince. 
Eugene commands, though we know not where 
it is going to act ; but, under such a general, it 
is, doubtless, destined for something iniportant. 
'The armies in Germany are in presence of each 
other, and we are in daily expectation of an 
action in Flanders. It is wished to attempt one 
at Toulon, in order to drive the enemy from a 
height which they have taken. Whatever you may 
say, I do not think you can be much at your ease^ 
nor will the recall of Marshal de Berwick and our 
:troops improve your situation. 

It is said that the troops of the Duke of Savoy, 
in Provence, are guilty of the most terrible dis'- 
orders, and even of shocking cruelties. Nothing 
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but such merit as our Princesses possess would 
excuse such a father ; ours is full of sadness ; 
I wi^ll with all my heart t^a^t yours may not be 
the same. 

The Duchess of Bprgundy arrived here yesterr 
day^ and handed me your letteir of the Tth instant*; 
I am very sorry to see you change so suddenly. 

You appejar 9^QSit as jdi£(C)ontMite4 as mys^f, and, 
indeed^ J^he present aspect of a^airs is ixot calcu- 
lated to afford much joy. A happy turn of fortune 
at T,oul,on would give a. new l^mm tp evj^ry 
thing, but the reverse would oply increase our ca- 
lamities: it is this sta;te,Qf uncertainty which causes 
Xne to p^uss i^uch wretchjed nights» that it is utterly 
impossible the days can be tranquil. 


LETTER LVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, August 2éth, 1707. 

We had begim to have hopes for Toulon, (where 
^U is so disposed that it «will require a miracle in 
favour of the Duke of Savoy to succeed in his 
design,) when the enemy suddenly ^marched into 
Flanders, and «eem^:o wl^h for a battle, because we 
have weakened Vendôme : it is so i^ip^dejit to 
avoid it, that we have every reason to fear it wiU 

K 
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take place, so that you may easily conceive I am 
full of alarm:; I have, however, profited a little 
hy your counsels^ and I also sometimes fancy 
M. de Marlborough beaten, the Duke of Savoy 
«compelled to return into Piedmont, and a peace 
made this winter ; which will establidi you where 
you are, and leave us in repose. 

If, contrary to all probability, M. de Savoy 
takes Toulon, our Princes will go into Provence 
^ith the succours that the King is collecting 
from all quarters: they are delighted with the 
idea; however, it would be better if they re- 
«nained here, and that our troops returned from the 
|)oints they have been removed to. The Dauphin 
^shed to marché but flie King would not permit 
iiim. 

I am still a little agitated upon the subject 
of Flanders, and expect news from thence 
every moment. Certainly, Madam, we sufier 
for our faithful attachment. I am confused in 
comparing myself with you ; but it appears to me, 
that I feel as I ought on the subject. I must not 
conclude without telling you, that Marshal de 
Tessé is no longer alarmed, and that he is well con- 
vinced the Duke of Savoy will repent of his enter- 
prise. 


MADAME DE MAINTENONS- l?i 


XETTER LVÏK. V 

XO THE SAMB*' * ' - • '■ ^ 1 

Saint Cyrr3taglà^8!^'^^ ' 

Weli,, Madam ! what shall we now say 6f our 
predictions ? Marshal de Tessé has Just gendered 
France the greatest possible service ; the siege of 
Toulon is raised, our navy is not annihilated, that 
place is not taken, and the Duke of Savoy is quit* 
ting Provence ; all this has only cost us two small 
vessels, and ten or twelve houses burnt ; he ha3 
failed in his attempt, and lost ten thousand men 
by desertion, sickness, and the actions that have 
takenplace. It is said he has.embarked troops 
to land in Catalonia ; and we are going to restore 
you those we had taken away with their general. 
But. in speaking of him, is it true that he has quar- 
relled with you and the Duke of Orleans ? If this 
had been the case I can scarcely think but you 
would have mentioned it to me. 

We are expecting every moment to hear of the 
confinement of the Queen, and I hope, from the 
health of her Majesty, that it will be a son. 

I yesterday met on the high road, in returning^ 
from Versailles, the Duke of Brittany; not being 
able to quit him, I went into his carriage ; he is a 
most amiable child ; resembles the Duchess qf 

k2 
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Burgundy, and is also as sprightly as herself: he 
IS in excellent 'health. 

Our Princess has been transported with joy 
to hear of her father quitting France ; the 
Princes are all naturally pleased, though much 
^chagrined that they wi5re not permitted to join the 
army. '" 

I have just received your letter of the 10th 
instant ; we have, in comnaian with you, felt the 
loss xrf the kingdom «of Sicily ; it is not possible 
rto preserve every thing, and it is a miracle to have 
held out so long. I fear with you also^ that their 
Sicilian Majesties will.be put to more severe trials ; 
but the Being who has just saved Pro/ence, and 
baffled the DuTce of Savoy in all his plans, will, 
if it be his pleasure, protect those Princes whom 
he approves. However gloomy my ideas may 
be, I cannot think God will abandon them- 

I am djelighted. Madam, with what you commu*- 
nicate to me respecting the Marshal de Berwick^ 
nor am I les$ astonished at the malice of those 
newsmongers, who spread the late reports. I 
scannot conceive what utility or pleasure jthej find 
in dt ; I could not believe that he had quarrelled 
with tîie I>uke of Orleans and you, imless Uie 
ambassador had written to the King a:bout it, and 
Î flatter myself you had sufficient confidence in 
me/ to have mentioned it had such an event 
,bi2curx^d. 
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LETTER LIX. 


to THE SAME. 


Z Sept. 

GoD be praised. Madam, and shower blessing» 
upon the Prince of Asturias ! his birth has given 
w great joy. I was not a witness of the first 
emotions of the Duchess of Burgundy ; for she 
was at Meudon, from whence she returned very 
h,te ; but she entered my room at six o'clock next 
morning to ask me* alf the particulars of the 
accouchement. I assured her that you had not 
had time to give them. 

The Duke of Alba brought the news to the 
King, who was at my house ;' he was in a delirium* 
of joy ; the Duchess had not recovered from her* 
extasy when she paid me a visit yesterday. 

We hear from ail quarters, that nothing can be 
more false than the report about the Marshal de 
Berwick, yonrscIC and the Duke of Orleans ; m>t- 
withstancCng I have seen people who with an air of 
mystery affect to know that the Marshed and you 
arenot^rpon good terms. I have received your letter 
of the 21st instant, and wait wkk impatience ta're-^ ' 
eeive that which you will have written after having: 
keard of the siege of Toulon being raised ; k is » 
great consolation and source of happiness that thi» 
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enterprise has cost us so little. The. enemy 
has caused much misery in the province ; but 
when we compare what has been done, with what 
might have been apprehended, we ought to think 
ourselves free upon easy terms ; our grand evil is 
the want of money both in France and Spain. 

We must make up our minds to live with the 
ungrateful and the wicked, since the world is full 
of them, and especially in courts, where the 
passions are more excited by self-interest. I 
have had a sight of M. de Nancré : he appears 
to me a clever well disposed man ; he must be 
ready to answer for what the Duke of Orleans 
Will do. 

It is a high honour to be near the great, espe- 
cisdly for those who had been removed to a dis- 
tiance from them, by their circumstances and incli- 
ûation ; but, this honour is dearly purchased when 
we become interested in their fate, and conse- 
quently feel for everything that happens to them. 
I have done my utmost to participate in- the joy 
of their Majesties,' and your owfi^,- but Î am still 
apprehensive of the result of all those thiujgs. 
Tfou will scold me for not enjoying the present, 
without thinking so much of the future:* and 
yet how difficult to refrain^ from it I 
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LETTER LX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau, September 18th« 170!^. 

M. JXË Savoy will arrive safe and sound at 
Tiffin. It was wisted here, as well as ia Spain, 
&at his army might be exterminated ; but this was 
not practicable : the enemy made a forced march,, 
which gave them two days in advance ; they had 
taken measures to secure their retreat.^ M. de, 
Tessé could not fly; he was separated from M. de.. 
Medavid, without provisions ^ there were many 
other causes which I have not heard. It is 
believed that the enemy have lost from twelve to> 
fifteen thousand men by the siege, desertion, sick- 
ness, and above all, by the fury of the peasants^> 
who destroyed all they could overtake. 


LETTER LXI. 

Fontainebleau, September 26th,^1770^ 

€rOD employs whom he pleases te aecomplisb 
&is will. Marshal de Tessé has taken every ad- 
vantage he could. It is asserted that the Duke* 
<rf Savoy, in returning through Nice, told his 
officers that he had renewed the adventure of 
Charles tb« Fifth, that his decendants might do as^ 
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tfiey pleaded, but as for himself he sEottltf ndt 
repeat the experiment. 

It is safid that the Germaiis and the Duke hdve 
^uffffelled ; the former saying that they had been 
deceived by him in being promised a general revolt, 
while' they found only fidelity in the Provencals. 
The Duke dé Vendôme told me the other day, 
that the enemy would not confide in the Duke* of 
Savoy^ and thai this- Wbuld oblige thenr to kéep^ 
an army of twenty thousand men in Italy. 

Marshal Villars will do his best to take up hfs 
teinter quarters beyond the Rhine ;' this oflBcet 
serves with great capacity and zeal ; he has levied^ 
heavy contributions, and his army has cost the 
King notbin^gf. 

Mârfbolrôugfr sent tf d etac&mttit of five hundred 
eaïvary to levy contributions ifl tBe neighbourhood 
of Arras ; Vendoùie prevented it, and sent at corpâ 
after him ; thé enemy has been beaten and dis- 
persed, and the commanding officer taken prisoner. 

The court of England is here : the queen ap- 
pears much dejected, though she says she is m 
good health ; the kkig ia tall^ and well made ; he* 
k exttemely anxisus t& take' a part in the war,, 
and tO' serve incegnito ; this project ba«i encotm- 
tered great difficulties, the Princess is also tall,and 
a fine jGigure : much more lively than her brothoFy 
attd quite delighted with Fontaineblea^i. 


/ 
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lETTER LXir. 


TO- T»£ SAME. 


Pdntaiifeebleau, October 7th, 1707.- 

No'ïwitH'sTANDi'NG youï repfoachcs, I see that 
fay jiQy is premature ais to the departure of thef 
î)uke of Savoy, since he is before Suza with 
Prince Eugene. But there is^ no appearance of 
havihg atiy thing to fear rû Flanders. We 
have had some uneasiness in Germany, but 
nothing of any consequence. Our officers suffer 
themselves to be too often surprised, which makes- 
peace still more desirable. 

Marshal de Villeroi has terminated his duty m 
as low spirits as he bega» it ; he wished to have" 
an interview with nie, in which we scarcely did 
any iS&ing but dispute about his reniovsJ,. and 
i^eed only upon his beiûg the most unfortunslte 
of men; and so much the more so, as his re^ 
sources, either 21s a philosopher or christian; are 
very limited,, for he only knows tie court, besides 
his attachment ta the King. 

The Duke of Savoy has driven away the unfortu- 
nate Countess of Soidsonis ; she wished to fix at 
Paris, in spite of the King ; but when she got as far 
as Nemours, he ordered her into a convent at 
Lyons/ She is promised^a pension of a thousand 
eroMTfis.^ The Princesses have retained all hcF 
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ehildren with them. This poor woman is truly 
unfortunate to have been so beautiful. 

The court of England is very brilliant here; 
there are more than fifty ladies every day in grand 
toilette and magnificently dressed ; they meet for 
the purpose ofamusing the young King and Prin- 
cess: they make parties on horseback round the 
eanal and in the forest ; there were eighty-two 
carriages counted at the last of these. The Princess 
is much admired at court ; she is graceful, gay, 
very lively, and witty ; the Duchess of Burgundy 
is warmly attached to her : the King is of a 
more serious turn, and very devout. 


LETTER LXIII 


Fontainebleau, October I7th, 17Ô7. 

The Princess of England has appeared charmed: 
with all that has taken place here ; she stands very 
high at court, where she pleases every body, and 
the Duchess of Burgundy has taken such a likingv 
to her, that she can scarcely part firom her without 
shedding tears ; our court politicians pretend that 
they cannot think of her for the Dnke de Berri,. 
because she might probably become queen of Eng-î 
land, and this would be a source of constant wars. 

I must own. Madam, that the loss of Suza, and 
the unpromising aspect of the siege of Lerida, en*- 
gages my attention more than the beautiea o£ 
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Fbntsdnebleau, and I fancy I should find myself 
better among the fœtid exhalations of Madrid^ if 
we had only a peace that would place our Princes 
in security and repose. 


LETTER LXIV. 

Fontainebleau, October 24tb, 1707. 

I ijAKDLY know what to wish for with regard 
to the siege of Lerida; according to report, il 
has been raised more than once by the French ;, 
however, it is highly necessary that we should ba 
masters of it. I hope that his Royal Highness 
and the Marshal de Berwick will act for the 
best ; they are botb as well intentioned as we 
could wish ; I only fear the third, who generally 
ruins every thing. I do not know what the King 
will say to the succours which it is necessary Uy 
send to Naples, but I know that he eannot 
provide for every thing ; moreover the loss of Suza 
mcreases the necessity of having a large body o£ 
troops in Dauphiny ; for M. de Savoy is more likely 
to revenge himself for the affair of Toulon, than 
to be discouraged by the failure of his enterprise. 

We do not know, as yet, what Marshal Villars- 
means to do for winter quarters ; but there is no 
appearance that he thinks of returning, since his^ 
lady has gone to meet him at Strasburgh. It is 
too much for a general to command an army and 
lake care of a fine woman. 
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LETTER LXV. 


TO THE SAlXt^^ 


Marly, Novemlicr 6tti, Ï7'07r 

I DO not as yet hear of the Ai^chduke having 
quitted Spain» but it appears to me that his alliei^ 
desert him very fast, and if the Duke of Orlean» 
is as successful as we could wish him to be, this 
Prince will find himself rather pressed at Bar* 
celona. The Chevalier de Forbin has Beaten 
and captured five English ships^ that were con- 
voying troops and a great quantity of ammuni- 
tion to Portugal ; ^ this will afeo derange our 
enemiies. How impatient I feel to* hear of the 
fall of Lerida! it appears to me to be of the 
greatest consequence. 

M. Vendôme arrived here yesterday, full of 
hope for the ensuing year ;; this is the man who^ 
knoy^s âo inquietude.. 


LETTER LXVI. 


TO THE' SAME^ 


VersaiUes, November 20th, 1707. 

At last. Madam, the Duke of Orleans has^ 
taken Lerida ; I am as enraptured as you ca» 
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posBïbly ibe*; 9 could have wished he had been* 
at Tortosa : fliey eay that the means for carrying 
on the siege were deficient ; this is a great mis- 
fortune^ and the burthen of M. <!)hamillard's la. 
mentations ; I never hear him dwell on any other 
subject, 4)utIdo not touch on those satirical strokes 
which he gives your friend M . de Pontchartrain^ 
I exhort you in my t^m, to forget 4he loss of Italy ; 
one cannot think about it without a sorrowful heart, 
and this does no good. How can you think w^ 
could re-^enter it ?-^and is it not a miracle to have 
kept it -so long, after the misfortunes that have 
happened to us ? Does the high blood you pos- 
sess, make you think you will see peace made^ 
tiie catholic Kioig itad Queen tranquil possessors 
of all their kingdems, and France preserved in 
its integrity ? This may be called a castle in the 
tair ; but we shall be very fortunate if we can steer 
ihe middle course between your confidence and 
my despair. 

We have all our generals at Versailles ^ Marsha} 
4le Villeroi has been here these three days, and 
Marshal de Tessé anived last night. 


LETTER LXVIL 

TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, December 10th, 1707. 

Wk have been truly aware here of the value 
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of the .capture of Jbemda, and of the great ho- 
nour which it confers upon the Duke of Orleans, 
lam particularly overjoyed to see his ill luck at an 
.end, as much for the past as for theffuture, and 
you may readily conoeive that I most ardently 
-wish this Prince the same good fortune in the 
approaching campaign ; I could have wished 
with all my heart, that he had not thought of 
comiug here:; this visit cannot be of any service 
to him, and may injure the public cause : but 
my opinions. on this object are only for yourself. 

It is pretended here that there is no cause rf 
complaint against M* Duguay Trouin, and the 
Chevalier de Forbin is very well satisfied with 
him : false reports are frequently told, while we 
are often unable to ascertain those which are irue 


LETTER LXVIIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, Januaiy 1st, 1708. 

Your reasons for retaining the Marshal de 
Berwick are so good, that due attention has been 
paid to them. The Duke of Orleans speaks very 
favourably of him, and says that although his opi- 
nion was against undertaking the siege of Lerida, 
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he has done all he could on his part to msure its 
success, and acted as an engineer : he is upright 
and virtuous, but rather obstinate. 

The Duke de NoaiUes vrishes to persuade me 
as well as yourself, that the Arcfbduke will be 
much embarrassed this campaign; God grant 
^at he may be sufficiently so to <iblige him to 
quit BarcelcHia ! He xannot be intercepted, hav^ 
ing the sea open to him ; but I should be veiy 
^lad to hear of his arrival at Vienna. 


LETTER LXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


VersaiOes, January 7, 1708. 

You are a^ware. Madam, that I expected the 
^fall of Ghent and Bruges, but I did not think the 
former would only have held out two days. The 
Count de la Motte is a very brave man ; he says 
that he adopted the only means of preserving to 
the •King the great number of troops that were 
in these two places ; they have now joined the 
others ; and if we had only, as much money as 
men, we might hope for a favourable change in 
our afiairs. 

Marshal de Boufflers does not want courage, 
and thinks nearly the same as you do respecting 
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toeace : it is said the enemy wishes to keep the 
field during^ the winter, and that M. de Marlbo- 
rough and Prince Eugene will go into Flanders. 

If troops are refused to the Pope, it is he- 
cause there are none at our disposal ^ we are 
in a very constrained predicament ; it appears 
tiiat the Almighty is disposed to afflict us, and it 
could not have been expected ihat so many errors 
would have been committed this year as h^m 
taken place in Flanders. It was said, that on thie 
return of the officers, we should learn many 
i;hings of which we were ignorant, but they only 
*bring hBfik a grjeat deal pf r^mçour againsit M. 
.de y^ndome. 

Î have had a long <îonversation with Marigh?ll 
^e Villeroi,; he had formed but too correct an es- 
rtinmte of the events ^f the^^ampaign. God grant 
that he may not proye so good a prophet as to 
what he announces for the future ! 

I have well experienced what you tell me of 
the complaints which you heard at Fontainebleau ; 
it is a long time since they have cried all was 
jlost; we have since then encountered sad re^ 
yerses, but the most unpleasant of , all, is our wapj 
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LETTER LXX. 


1*0 THE SAME. 


Saint OfT, March 4th, 1708. 

To u perceive the want of generals in our pre- 
isent situation : I dare not say any more on this 
«subject. Do you think nothing of six or seven 
thousand men in Catalonia? But you fancy them 
«all destroyed, and it is very painful to 'wish that 
this may be the case. We must not flatter our^ 
selves as to money, and you should neglect nothing 
in «order to maintain yourselves ; the fall in the 
•currency at the .same time that the comptroller 
general was changed, caused from eigtit to tea 
millions, to appear dn -a single day. M . Desm^u^tz 
does not despair, and all the nxonied men: are de^ 
lighted to, have ^him in office. 

M. Chamillard has left his situation like an 
honest man, without retaining any thing, and with 
a degree of inte^ity which cannot be too highly 
commended. Marshal Villeroi triumphs,; he is 
also the frieud of Desmarets. 

TersaiUes, the same day. 

1 HAVEt^ome Tiere to finish my letter, and to 
ask leave of the King to talk to you of the Scotch 
liiffair^ about which I feel very much interested- 
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You will, I have no doubt, hear the particulars ; 
at all events, the King of England leaves this on 
Wednesday, the 7th instant,— he is to be at Dun- 
kirk on the 9th, and will embark the following 
-day. The King assists him with six thousand 
men ; and the great Scotch lords have written to 
him several times, to say that they will receive 
him. You judge rightly; that if God blesses this 
enterprise, it will cause a powerful diversion, and 
perhaps lead to peace ; if you have any saints i& 
Spain, let them offer up prayers* The affair is now 
well known ; but it is said Che enemy will not 
have time enough to oppose the expedittcm. My 
foresight, however, beholds them at Dunkirk^ 
preventing us from setting sail ; or if we do sail» 
I see them attacking us whik occupied in disem^ 
%)arking the troops. 

The wind is northerly to-day, and that is the 
worst we can have ; however, I most heartily 
consent to the Queen and yourself seeing the King 
of England set sail with a southerly wind, which 
may take him to Edinburgh in four days ; that 
he may be received ^nd proclaimed King of 
Scotland; that Queen Anne maybe compelled 
to recall her army, and that we may profit by Ûm 
advantage. I also consent that this fleet shall 
take Marlborough on its way, as he is going to 
Holland for a fortnight. 

I was yesterday at St. Germains — the Queea 
is in a pitiable situation; she has the gout, a 
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fe^er^ a cold in the head, and an agitation of 
spirits, which you may easily account for ; she is 
OTêijoyed with this gleam of hope^ but appre- 
hends all the dangers to which the King her soa 
is about to be exposed. 

The Princess has had the measles, and knows 
nothing about what is passing as yet. The King 
and Monseigneur will visit her to-morrow, and our 
Princess goes there on Tuesday : this will be a 
grand affair if it succeeds ; I cannot help thinking 
of it both night and day. 

It is the Chevalier Fort>in who takes over the 
King of England; M. de Gasse commands the 
French troops. The secret has been kept a long 
time, but it was discovered at last, by the various 
preparations that were necessary. 

I shall certainly be very anxious to receive your 
letters relative to the Scotch enterprise, which 
I think will meet your approbation: the King 
has always opposed it ; for he cannot reconcile 
himself to the uncertainty of naval operations- 


LETTER LXXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, March 11th, 1708. 

I HAVE the honour to communicate to the Queen 
that money is a little more abundant in Paris, and 
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that there is rreason to hope public credit will be 
restored under the present comptroller- general — 
but this is not the work of a day, and I do not 
know at this moment, whether it is possible to 
do all that^you wish for Spain. 

I must scold you in my turn, for afflicting your- 
self so much with the idea of a treaty, which 
only entered the heads of those who wish to vex 
you, for if I am well informed, there is no ques- 
tion of it at present, and we only think of carry- 
ing on the war on all sides : but not so with re- 
spect to the Marshal de Berwick ; it is true the 
King has re-called hina, and he has done so 
because his presence is absolutely necessary. 

I wish with all my heart, that the Marshal de 
Villeroi could reconcile Jiim&elf to the King, but 
he has not a friend who can excuse his ,conduct ; 
time will obliterate every thing — I think it easy 
to' foresee that M. Chamillard will be deprived of 
Jhis offices, and M. Desmaretz invested with them, 
for they have been a long time in close communi- 
-ication. 

Tersâîlles,'the «ame day. 

Î FIND «ad news on coming here, the Scotck 
affair has failed ; I consider it very fortunate that 
our ships had not sailed, for now we .shall neither 
lose them or our troops. 
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Versailles, MarcH I8tK, 17081 

You know now, Madam, that M. Desmaretz^ 
nephew of M. Colbert, is comptroller-general,, 
and that the speculators have testified much joy 
at it: he has always been considered a most 
skilful financier. God grant him, as you say, the 
confidence necessary to re-establish credit f 

The King of Spain is a great king, but he fa 
grandson to the King of France, who may indeed 
take too great liberties with his grand-children :: 
he thought he had good reasons for concealing as* 
fong as he could, the recall of Marshal Berwick,, 
but it is also true that it was not communicated 
to the King and Queen when the order was given^ 
Every body hus bee» hurt at the Marshal's 
quitting Spain, though it has been often said that 
you considered, it very prudent. I am also 
sorry for it, as it appears to- me that you have 
great occasion for him ; but we have no one else ta 
oppose the Duke of Savoy, and we must endea- 
vour to prevent his re-entering France. But 
do not be angry with M. de Berwick ; he could 
not divulge the secret which had been entrusted 

to him. 

You will have perceived a great deal of uncer- 
tainty respecting the Scotch expedition, and I 
cannot even tell you any thing positive at present,, 
since we have not heard that the King of England 
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has embarked, for this is postponed from étây to 
day. The situation of the Queen of England is 
wretched : she has a great wish for the expedition 
to land in Scotland, and flatters herself with the 
idea of its success ; but every day renders it more 
dangerous, as the enemy is apprised of all that 
is passing. The King of England has the fever 
again ; his constitution is delicate, and he is about 
to expose himself to all kinds of danger. 


LETTER LXXII. 


to THE SAME. 


Versailles, March IQdi, 1708. 

The King of England has set sail at ]ast; the^ 
account of his descent in Scotland will be still 
more interesting.^ May God shield him from all 
the perils that threaten him ! The. wind is at pre- 
sent unfavourable. 

VersaiUes^ April 3d, 1709. 

You are rejoicing at the Scotch expedition,^^ 
and you think nothing of the anxiety we have 
undergone ; I wish with all my heart you may 
tong continue in*the extasy which your letter sa 
well describes : whatever may happen, the design 
of the King must always be considered us ex^el^ 
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lent ; it has been formed upon a grand scale^ 
conducted with the greatest secresy ; and if the 
measles of the King of England and the contrary 
winds had not caused impediments,, he would be 
at Edinburgh ; perhaps he is even there now, not- 
withstanding these delays : you will receive from 
all quarters the uncertain news we had the day 
before yesterday, and on which yon will reason 
as we do here. Knowmg me as you dio». you na 
doubt imagine that I see every thing in a state of 
dei^eration ; it is, however^ very painful,, though 
^^fy just, that I should conmiunicate my fears»^ 
and that you do not inspire me with your confix- 
dence; do one wishes more than myself to be 
mistaken and become the object of yow raillery^ 
if it be found that I have been wrong, and thai 
we should realise what I so ardently wish. 
The Queen of Ei^laaid flatters herself that the 
King, her son^ has been received at Edinburgh^ 
and that M. de Forbin has not been twenty-^our 
hours in landing his Britannic Majesty and all 
the King's troops ; others are afraid lest this time 
has passed in negoeiation^ and that the result has 
be^i a refoBàk : Heaven only knows how it will 
end ; we are expecting news hourly, but there 
is very little reliance to be placed on those re- 
ports which relate to maritime afiairs. 


1*521 liSTtERSr OFi 


1ETTËK LXXIir. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint €yr» April 8th» 1708. 

r vO^As but too correct with regard to the 
Scotch expedition: you will not now jest with 
me, and we shall both suffer from the failure of 
so grand an enterprise ; yon will receive the par-^ 
tiôulàrs from all quarters', and much more mi- 
nutely than I cûn give them-. 

I shall not fail to- say what you desire witfr 
respect to • sending you news ; we are vulgar 
enough here, and politeness is m little estimation ^ 
L think it is the effect of firmness in our minis- 
ters, though I agree that a harsh firmness is not 
very agreeable. I da not however mean ta say 
that we are always in the right. Heaven grant 
that your wishes respecting Portugal and Catar 
Ionia may be fulfilled ! I have spoken to M. Des- 
maretz about Spain; from what I hear, he is to 
pay what you require. He also contrives to find> 
money, and is restoring public credits 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, April 15th, 1708. 

ï DO not believe in those excesses of joy ; I 
fiave often heard of people dying from them, but 
never seen an instance of the kind, though I have 
been for some time in the world. I shall there- 
fore content myself with less grief both for you, 
and myself, and only ask for tranquillity. 

I am the only person at court who has not been 
at St. Germains, but I am not the less affected at 
all I have heard from thence. The Queen of 
England has never been more depressed than she* 
fe at present ; she' cannot speak a word without 
sobbing, and yet you know she possesses great 
fortitude. She is fully sensible of the KingV 
goodness, and it must be allowed that we cannot 
too^much admire the conduct of the Royal Fa- 
mily on this occasion : they all hastefned^ to visit 
her, and returned so mueh affected, that they 
seemed to have no other interest at heart but 
hers in the Scotch affair. I cannot help sending 
you a leaf of the letter she wrote to me after 
having seen the King ^ it will shew you what her 
feelings and sentiments are. The King of En^ 
kind has manifested great courage and prudence 
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during this expedition^ which does him mucfr 
honour ; I hope that he will add to it in the cam- 
paign he is about to ma^e in Flanders ; he has 
been desirous of it a long time, and intends to 
assume the incognito. 

M. Chamillard is in Flanders ; they say that 
the journey is of service to him ; I hope his pre* 
sence will benefit the troops: never was there 
such an outcry against him, without his having 
done any thing to merit it except being sick. 

We are now on the eve of fresh anxieties for 
the approaching campaign ; I have been assured 
they have sent off the money which was pro^ 
mised to you. 


f ■* " * 


LETTER LXXV. 


TO THE e^AMEi 


Same Cyr, April 22ê, 170S. 

Névek did enterprise meet with more general 
approbation than the ex]peditiôn to Scotlaiid. 
Between ourselves, the King wai» the cfsAy persoft 
who had a bad opinion o# it, but he yielded t^ 
public opinion; for, from the ï>auphin to the 
ineanest scullion boy of the éourf, aofid th^ fe& 
women of Paris, all wished f&Ê the expedition ;: 
Bui Providence was against it : the King of Eng- 
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îmà was visited with the measles^ which detained 
him ten days at Dunkirk ; the wind changed an 
lour after he set sail, and kept him twenty hours^ 
at Ostend ; they mistook the entrance oi the hBj 
Which leads to Edinburgh, ev&j thing combined 
to bring the enemy there as soon as ourselves. 
The skill and good f(»rtune of the Chevalier Forbin 
has saved our fleet ; he got to windward of the 
enemy. We have only h>st one ship of &e line^ 
it was thought that we had lost three small ves« 
sels, but we yesterday heard that they have 
arrived at Brest, luringing the remainder of our 
troops. The English troops which had been sent 
into Scotland did not return, and, contrary to my 
usual habit, I flatter myself it is because there is 
a disturbance there, and that the fear we have 
created in England will give rise to a favourable 
diversion. 


LETTER LXXVL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, April Î8th, 1708^ 

I HAVE at length seen the Queen of England ;: 
6he has recovered^a little strength by a three days'" 
tisit to Chaillot, and seemed to be in her usuafe 
spirits^ The King appeared to me much more 
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dejected, and ardently bent upon returning tù 
Scotland, though he should be sent alone. 

One of our small vessels that had separated 
from the armament came to an anchor oflf the coast 
of Scotland, and the oflBcers even went on shore. 
The commander writes to say that the Hîghlanders 
came down, and assured him they ^ould always 
be ready to^ receive their King whenever he was 
disposed to come. He departs m the meantime 
for Flanders, where he intends to- serve under the 
name of the Chevalier de St. George. 

M. de Vendôme neither gives himself any 
trouble about the disguised king, the Duke of 
Burgundy, who goes to command the army, the 
Duke of Berry, who is hot for marching, nor with 
fceir numerous suites ; this does not derange him 
itt' the least, and he sets out in the full persuasion 
that he is going to beat all our enemies : this 
confidence is good for the troops, but I always 
fear lest it should^ be carried too far. 

The Elector of Bavaria is about to assume the- 
command of the army in Germany, and will have* 
with him the Marshal de Berwick, who, it is said,- 
k very well satisfied; he has served with this^ 
Prince, who would not have agreed with Marshal^ 
Villars. The latter does not, for his part, like to 
be second in command, and I think he would 
prefer being commander-in-chief in Dauphiny,. 
against an enemy with whom he may acquire some 
glory* M. Chamillard has returned and is de- 
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lighted with the Elector, whom he had already 
began to esteem during the first visit he paid him 
after the battle of Ramillies* 

No, Madam, the King will not go into Flan- 
ders, for the same reason that the King of Spain 
iv^ill not put himself at the head of his armies ; 
jtheir affairs not being so desperate as to require 
^heir presence, nor inviting enough to -do any 
thing worthy of their high station. 

I am very desirous that you should profit by 
the weakness of your enemies, for I am always 
alarmed lest they should fortify themselves ; and 
if I am an useless solicitor in your behalf, it is 
not from want of my zeal, whijch is often pushed 
to importunity. 


LETTER LXXVIL 


so THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, May 6th, 1708. 

I THINK myself very clever in having thought 
like your man of talent. Nothing can be more un- 
seasonable than the return of the King of England 
to St. Germains ; I could have wished him ta 
have cruised about the seas, or at least that he 
had remained at Dunkirk, to give the English 
Ihat uneasiness to which you allude; it would 
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hai^ been something to hz^fe sttbi^tuted the 
campaigD lor the abode of St. Gennains, which 
is by no means so good for u<8. 

it is traethat there has been a great clamour 
about the choice of Marshal Matignon. If the 
King appointed the general whom he preferred in 
Scotland, why should any person complain of it» 
since he is the arbiter ? but the following is the 
way in which this affair was settled. 

The S([îotch asked for a man of title^ and openly 
testified the reluctance they would feel in obeying 
any other. All our Marshals declared themselvea 
invalids» except Marshal d'Ëstrées; the King 
wavered (or a long time between him and the 
oldest lieutenant-general, who is a very brave 
.man, a good officer, and of a courteous disposi-. 
Aion. Marshal d'Estrées has scarcely ever served 
in the field ; he is much more intelligent than the 
other, but he is thought less likely to conciliate 
the French, Scotch, and English, who are about 
the King's person. M. Chamillard did not want 
this appointment for his friend, thinking it very 
difficult: M. de Matignon is therefore named 
foi- the reasons I have stated, and the King of 
England is so well satisfied with him, that he 
would not wish any other for the same enterprise. 
There is too much liberty of speech in our 
court, where the generosity of the King is abused. 
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LETTER LXXVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Sûat Cyr, May 24th, T708. 

The King of England leaves us on the 18th; 
f took leave of him a second time last Thursday. 
<5od grant that this journey may be more pros- 
perous than the last ! I fancy him exposed to all 
sortB of perils, incognito with respect to those 
who will be about his person, though well known 
to his enemies : you will not fail to tell the Queen 
'that this is another of my melancholy reveries; 
but it appears to me that for some time past, 
Ihose who foretell misfortunes, find that they have 
Jiad too much reason on their side. 

Our Princes Bet out to-morrow, and the army is 
to assemble on the 20th. It is reported that Al. 
^e Savoy has already collected his forces, and 
that he threatens several points in Dauphiny;; 
Marshal Villars has not yet arrived here, though 
.he is expected to pass through Paris. 
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XETTER LXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Saint tllyr, June Srd, 1708» 

We have had a grand scene at Marly. Madame 
de Roquelaure sent to heg I would allow her t© 
enter my apartment by a back door ; I found her 
in the greatest affliction; she said she.came to ask 
justice of the King for the abduction of her 
daughter by the Prince de Leon : the circum- 
tancea are as follows. It was wished to marxy 
the Prince to Mademoiselle Roquelaure, and 
after a long treaty on the subject it was broken off, 
because thje Duke de JRohan would not give money 
enough to his son; however^ as the négociation 
lasted a longtime, the Iwo parties immediately 
interested agreed and mutually promised each 
other marriage: the young lady was in the .con- 
vent of la Croix, in the Faubourg Saint Antoine,, 
with her governess, and was ordered never to he 
allowed to go out, except with Madame de Vief- 
vflle. In the meanwhile the Prince de Leon 
ordered the arms and -livery ctf this lady for a 
xoach : and sent it to the convent with a mes- 
sage requesting that Mademoiselle îloquelaure 
should go and see her -mother, who was at the 
house of Madame de Viefville. She accord- 
iiigly got into the vehicle with her govemesfii. 
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\dio, perceiving that it did not take the right 
road, which she knew, wished to cry for help, 
but her mouth was stopped with a handkercfhief : 
having met the Prince de Leon, they proceeded 
to dF small country house belonging to the Duke 
de Lorges; here a priest said mass and mar- 
ried them. After remaining a few hours, the 
bride returned to the convent with her go- 
verness. The Prince has written as follows 
to the Duke d'Aumont. ** I entreat you to tell 
" Madame de Roquelaure that I have married 
**her daughter; that I have brought back the 
" Princess de Leon to her convent, where I hope 
** she will not remain long." Youknow, Madam, 
the charity of courtiers : this adventure has 
amused them very much. The Duchess of Bur- 
gundy was almost beside herself, declaring that 
she is fond of such incidents. The lady is near 
twenty-five, and tired to death of the convent : 
she is ^said to be highly accomplished, and very 
amiable, but by no means handsome. They say 
that the Duke de Roquelaure vnshes to pro- 
secute the bridegroom with the utmost rigour ; 
many persons pretend that it cannot be treated 
either as an abduction or a rape. I hope that after 
all this uproar, the parties will become cool, and I 
think the best way will be to marry them in form. 
You vdll be better informed than I can detail 
to you, that on the side of Germany the enemy 
is about to have two armies : one to be com- 
mancied by the Duke of Hanover, and the other 
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by Prince Eugene. The Elector fis preparing 
to meet this arrangement : he is very well satisfied 
with the Duke de Berwick. 

The Duke of Burgundy has begun extremely 
well ; he gains the esteem of his officers, «and 
makes himself respected on the subject of disci* 
pline ; enters into all the details of the service, and 
wishes to be informed of every thing. There is no 
flattery in what I tell you ; I know it from persons, 
who would have told me the contrary, had it 
not been true. The Duke de Berri also appears 
to enjoy his present mode of life. 

M. de Vendôme would always wish to be en- 
gaged in sieges, in order to induce the enemy to 
advance ; he is kept for the same reasons which are 
assigned in the letter I have just received from you, 
and which I shall answer, after having told you that 
matters are tolerably quiet in Dauphiny, and that 
Marshal Villars is to be there on the 5th. 

1 must, however, say a word about the Che- 
valier Saint George, with whom it appear^ to me 
every one is well satisfied, and who acts his port 
perfectly well; though I feel flattered when I 
find my opinion correspond with yours, that of 
M. Bedmar, and of your man of mind, I can easily 
believe that the King of England acts more pru- 
dently in the army than he did at Dunkirk during 
thecLpaign. 

Our grand evil is the want, of money ; for 
there is a great deal to be done; all the letters 
we receive as^uxe us, that they are very well dis- 
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posed towaords the Chevalier in Scotilaad, a&d that 
in- England the people are extreniely dissatisfied 
with the government. 

I am mnch grieved at the loss of the convoy 
whieh was going to the Duke of Orleans, and I 
think you flatter yourself a little^ when you talk 
of getting rid of the Archduke. I am told that the 
siege of Tortosa is attended with great difficulty. 


LETTER LXXX. 

TO THE SAME. 


P^, June 18th, 1708. 

Who can wander at the horror with which you 
have learnt what passed at Gatinat ? is there a 
greater misfortune than to be obliged to give 
sadu orders ? The King has no choice of generals: 
it is one (^ our greatest evils. Piedmont gives 
us great anxiety : it is said that Ûïe Duke of Savoy 
is still indisposed : the design of raising the Hugue- 
nots does not show much devotion on his part« 


LETTER LXXXL 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau, hasie 23d, 1706. 

The King has terminated the aflair of M. de 
Rohan and M de Roquelaure: but as the 
marriage will take place without a reconciliation 
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between them, all the parties are to enter the 
cJhurch by different doors ; they will meet at the 
foot of the altar; the ceremony will be performed 
and all will return without speaking to each, other. 
The new married couple i^nll each be allowed 
twelve thou«iand livres per annum. 


LETTER LXXXII. 

l-O THE SAME. 

Fotttainebka», July 1st, 1708. 

I REGRET the time that has been lost by the 
Duke d'Ossuna, for it seems that we have but 
slender hopes of beating the Portuguese. I flat- 
ter myself with the idea of Tortosa being taken, 
and it appears, up to the present moment, our 
affairs are going on very well on your side. 

The Duke de Noailles is unable to undertake any 
thing : they sfire sending his troops into Dauphiny;. 
it is there we have the greatest reason to fear : we 
must have patience in the present state of .affairs. 

There are not two opinions respecting the Duke 
of Burgundy ; his reasonings are sound, and the 
King is very well satisfied with his letters. Prince 
Eugene has disappeared : it has been said that 
he went to drink the waters ; it is now report- 
ed that he has gone to have a conference with 
Marlborough . We hear from all quarters that they 
are both surprised at our numbers ; I cannot, 
however, help having serious apprehensions. 

The Queen of England is very well ss^tisfied 
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with the King, her son, and with reason; he 
behaves admirably ; and if the English were not 
so infatuated as they are, they would declare for 
him : he wrote the other day to his mother to say 
that he was entirely reconciled to his incognito^ 
which gave him an opportunity of being in con- 
tinual communication with the officers. 

Vou know that all the principal Scottish lords 
have been arretted ; so that we can scarcely hope 
lor aay things at present. They pretend to no 
secresy at] St.. Germains,, and there is less here 
than formerly. 

Every thing which comes to us from the Duke 
of Orleans corresponds with.what you tell me ; he 
neglects nothing for the public good, 
. The King expects with impatience the reduc- 
tion of Ghent : for if Marlborough wishes to pre- 
serve it, there is every probability of a battle, 
which, as yoti justly say, is agreat source of alarm. 

I must not forget to tell you that in the long 
and fine, march which the Duke of Burgundy has 
made, he has not lost a single soldier ; the troops 
;did not know where they were going, but were 
anxious to fight : I think their ardour is increased 
by the presence of our Princes. 
. Letters have been received from different officers ,^ 
stating that the Chevalier St. George is so much 
vbeloved, that if he wished to return to Scotland, 
•there would be as much enthusiasm to accom- 
pany him, as there was formerly a disinclination 
to proceed on the expedition to that country. 


166 L£TT£RS OF 


lETTER LXXXIII 


to THE SAME. 


Fontaineblean» Jufy ISib, 17<». 

OiTE joy& are not of long continuance ; an ac- 
tion has just taken place between the infantry in 
Flanders, which was vefy severe : this is nearly 
all we know about it; for as yet we have received 
no particulars, and it only appears disadvantageous 
to us, from the retreat which our troops ha^e made; 
the enemy, on their part, have lost some standards 
and kettle-drums, while we have sustained no loss. 

We have the same news as yourself of the Duke 
of Orleans, respecting the perils to which be ex- 
poses himself* The King has reprimanded him 
very severdy; but it appears to me that he wishes 
to see every things and' that he does not confine 
himself merely to the functions of a generaL I 
have a great impatience to hear of Tortosa being 
taken, on every account. 

You are right in thinking that the pleasures of 
Fontainebleau are greatly troubled by the constant 
state of anxiety in which we are from every qnar** 
ter. The action in Flanders took place the same 
day and hour that we were enjoying a gay colla- 
tion in the forest ; these circumstai^es are very 
unimportant, but they derange every thing. 
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LETTER LXXXIV, 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau^ July 23rd, 1708. 

You will hear that our good fortune has been of 
short duration. The reduction of Ghent under 
the power of the Catholic King had placed us in 
a very advantageous position ; we had only to pre- 
serve it during the remainder of the campaign; it 
was for the enemy to take flight, and they were in 
despair. M. de Vendôme, who thinks every thing 
possible which he wishes, would give battle, and 
he has lost it; so that we are much worse off than 
we were, as well from the loss of troops, as the fear 
of future consequences, and the superiority which 
our enemies ik>w possess. 

In this state of things, we have felt less sensibly 
the joy which attended the capture of Tortosa, 
although its importance is duly appreciated. Ma- 
dame is delighted at it, and with great reason ; 
she sees the Duke of Orleans covered with glory, 
and out of the danger to which he exposed himself 
so much. 

, You know the fickleness of the French, and it 
seems to me that their conversation also reaches 
your ears. Ghent placed us in a position to give 
peace on our own conditions ; but now all is lost. 
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and we must ask for it with a cord about our 
necks : and yet neither one or the other is true. 
Our enemy had great resources, if even we were in 
possession of Ghent, and we- should have Cample 
means still, if Marshal Vendôme would act more 
cautiously during the remainder of the campaign. 
Our army is fine and well conditioned ; the troops 
have done their duty, they are not in the least dis- 
couraged,, and only ask to take their revenge ;- but 
this can only be permitted with the order and pre- 
caution necessary upon such an occasion. The 
Duke of Burgundy was well advised, but he had 
orders to give way to M. de Vendôme as being 
more experienced; our Princes were near being 
taken ; conceive the consequences ; this escape is 
the only consolation which I have endeavoured to 
give the Duchess in her present state ofaneasmess-. 
She shows throughout this melancholy conjuncture 
the sentiments of a real French woman, which I 
have always known her to possess ; but I must con- 
fess I did not think she loved the Duke of Burgundy 
so much as we now perceive she does. Her ^Secr- 
tion is of the most delicate nature, and she feels 
sensibly that the first action in which he was> has 
been, unfortunate ; she could have wished him to 
expose himself like a grenadier, and yet expected 
he would escape being wounded. The King 
bears this last afiaiir with great resignation to the 
will of God, and he continues to display his usual 
fortitude and equanimity. 
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The confidence which has abreàdy done us so 
much hann may lead to misfortunes that would be 
without a remedy : it is impossible but there must 
be a coolness between the Duke of Burgundy and 
M. de Vendôme, through their difference of 
opinion ; and which many will eiideavour to in- 
crease, by their ill-natured remarks. 

Men are not perfect ; theie never was a better 
disposed man than M. de Vendôme, nos more at- 
tached to the royal family and the state : they say: 
that he has been more exposed to the fire of the 
enemy than all the rest of the army ; but he is over 
confident, indolent, obstinate, and always despis- 
ing the enemy. Prince Eugene is not an enemy 
to be despised ; he knows M. de Vendôme, and 
how to profit by his faults.. 

Marshal de Berwick arrived very seasonably to» 
cover our strong places, and collect our scattered 
troops ; in these operations, he does all that could 
be expected from him. The public here are not 
less infuriated against M. de Vendôme than they 
were against Marshal Villeroi, for they go^ to ex- 
tremes in every thing. 

When plans are formed, the possible mischances-' 
are not calculated ; and when there are not troops, 
nor money sufficient fer every exigency, there is 
sure to be a failure somewhere : we know] what 
the Duke of Orleans has suffered on this head. 
The Duke de Noailles is perfectly idle, and 
Marshal de Villàrs has not troops enough to act. 
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Provence is alarmed at the great preparations of 
the Duke of Saroy ; the whole coast is threatened 
with a descent ; these untoward events destroy 
confidence in money matters ; the minister at war 
has been at death's door ; our gfreatest force ha» 
been marched towards Flanders, because the ene- 
my has done the same. 

Your Duke d'Ossuna has caused you to lose the 
opportunity of fighting a battle that would have 
been very advantageous to you : if we did not re- 
gard all these things as being ordained by Pro- 
vidence, we might well despair. 


LETTER LXXXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau, July 30th, 1708. 

You flatter yourself, as we have done, respecting 
the strength of the Duke of Savoy ; they say that 
he has forty thousand infantry, ten thousand ca^ 
valry, three thousand mules, and all the means of 
executing great designs. Marshal Villars is weak, 
and must be so whatever trifling succours may be 
procured for him from every direction- 
It does not appear to me that the Duke of Savoy 
has an eye to Provence ; it is Dauphiny that he 
threatens, and the French already fancy him at 
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Lyons ; this is z city of such great commereial im- 
portanoe, that such an apprehension will greatly 
injure our credit 

There has been much uncertainty concerning 
the battle in Flanders ; it was at first said to be of 
little consequence, and in fire or six days after we 
were informed that it became much more import-^ 
ant. It is at last ascertained, that the enemy*s 
toss has been as great as our own : many of their 
general officers w^ e killed ; our loss is chiefly in 
prisoners, but much less than what has been said ; 
and the Duke of Burgundy, who is truth itseli^ 
writes to say that after every estimate it has not 
cost us more than six thousand men. 

The army is in fine order, and not in the least 
dUearte.^; it bog. for «. opportom^ of bemg 
reyenged,^ and has abundance of supplies, owing 
to the care of M. de Bergheitz, who makes the 
greatest exertions for the service of our Kings ; 
he is at present the object of my admiration in 
consequence of what the Duka of Burgundy has 
said of him, added to what I have heard from 
other quarters. 

It is openly asserted in the enemy's army that 
they are going to besiege Lisle : on receiving the 
news. Marshal Boufflers offered his services to 
defend this place, which the King accepted ; and 
he set out immediately, taking post horses without 
even returning to his own house. I never witnessed 
more wal for the public service. He has arrived 
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at Lisle, and writes that there is no appearance of 
the enemy making such an attempt; they, how- 
ever, make frequent incursions into Artois^ and 
wish to levy contributions on all the country. 
Marshal Berwick finds himself embarrassed be- 
tween the necessity of protecting the peasantry, 
and his eagerness to intercept- the convoy con- 
ducted by Prince Eugene. * 

The alteration which the battle in Flanders has 
caused in our affairs, the embarrassing situation in 
which our Princes found themselves, and the ap- 
prehensions for Dauphiny, have affected the health 
of M. de Chamillard, and increased the outcry 
of the courtiers against him. I agree with you> 
that they are very despicable and odious ; it is 
isbd'eed a real misfortune to those who cannot get 
lid of their importunities ! They often address 
themselves to me, as less important and myste- 
rious than the ministers, for the purpose of- im- 
parting their afflictions r perhaps this may arise 
from their zeal, but it throws me into a state of 
the utmost irritation and impatience. / : 

Some persons assert that it is impossible for the 
enemy to undertake a siege in presence of the 
Duke of Burgundy's army, which could always 
molest their convoys, as these can only come by 
land since we are masters of Ghent; that this place, 
which gives us so many advantages must be held, 
and that our Princes are quite safe there. Others 
preteiyi that the enemy will do what they please ,: 
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that ail our fortresses are abandoned, France ex- 
posed; and thé enemy between our Princes and 
us; that we must quit. Ghent, as it will be 
impossible to keep it through the winter. 

Some again affirm that the Dxike of Savoy can 
entei^ France, march to Lyons, . and perhaps 
farther», and that the enemy can meet him from 
the northern frontier, while others maintain that 
this IVince cannot obtsdn a footing in the king- 
dom; that his retreat can be cut off before he re- 
crosses the mountains, jand that he will be much 
embarrassed. 


LETTER LXXXVI. 


TO THE SAMS. 
Fontainebleau, August 12th, 170S. 

TÎOTHINO can either be added or desired respect- 
ing the zeal and courage of M. de Vendôme ; but 
judging others by himself, he tiiinks that nothing 
will rjesist him, and he has incurred very general 
blame by the last battle. 

The King continues to act with the greatest 
prudence. The presence of our Princes is desired 
in the armies ; he sends those of the most august 
character : he would be blamed if he left every 
thing to their decision^ because they are as yet 
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sa yonag: they axe assisted by Goundls, on 
whose advice the King relies, and it is these coun- 
dis tiiat ruin our affisiirs. K the Duke of Orleaas 
had been believed at Turin, we should not have 
lost Italy ; and if the Duke of Burgundy's advice 
had be^a followed at Oudenarde, we should not 
have lost a battle of which the conseqi^iences are 
so disastrous. 

It is not yet known what the enemy means to 
do ; he is making great preparations, and threatens 
all our fortresses; but we know not which he 
will fix upon ; for the last two days, Mons has 
been mentioned as the most probable point of 
attacK* 


LETTER LXXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 

Fdfitainébkau, August l&A, 17ÔS. 

The enemy has been preparing for a grand siege 
ever since the last battle : their convoys cannot 
be molested, because Prince Eugene escorts them 
with his whole army. It has been thought for 
some days, that the enemy would march towards 
Mons ; Lisle, or Toumay, are now spoken of, 
and we expect to receive news every moment. 
It is said that the least considerable of these two 
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Sièges would be a rash undertaking, that the season 
is too far advanced^ that these places are irell pro«- 
videdy that we could cut off their convoys, whilst 
they are engaged in a siege, and tiiat our armies 
will form a junction. I look upon all this as iHn^ 
sory ; it is only we who do not take the places 
which we attack, and I fear the em^ny wiUsucceed 
in a few days, unless they are prevented. In 
order to effect this, there must be a battle, and 
who can say that we shall not lose it ? — and ail 
this with our three Princes exposed to more tiiaa 
one accident I can see no good then, except im. 
the concentration of our armies, and the opportu- 
nity our Princes will thus have of drawmg nearer 
to their own territory. The predicament in which 
they were lately placed afflicted me so much« 
that I now feel pleasure, notwithstanding our 
probable loss of an important fortress. I have 
seen so much taken and given up, that I confess I 
do not feel so much about this event as of others. 
The interests of Spain form a great object of my 
sadness and dejection amidst these unfortunate 
occurrences. I should feel less on our account if 
we were alone ; nor do I think a strong hold more 
or less, can be of consequence to the happiness 
of our King or of France. But when the interests 
of such a great kingdom as that of Spain and the 
Indies are at stake, as well as those of a King and a 
Queen already established and having a successor^ 
and that it is to dispute for this kingdom that all 
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dBarope is united, it is difiScult to comprehend 
how peaxîe is to be restored. 

Marshal Villars thinks he has frustrated the 
greatest plans of the Duke of Savoy ; others think 
that this Prince, after several marches, vsrhich 
appear uncertain, will turn suddenly toward» 
Provence, to aid an intended descent of the enemy. 
Marshal Villars appears to be very skilful; till 
now he has been fortunate; but he wants cavalry. 
Troops are. ordered to join him from :S?pai?H,' Ger- 
many, and Catalonia. AH those who have been 
called upon to send succours complain, and you 
are among the foremost of these. 

I think with you that we have made too great 
an outcry about money. It is now fifteen years 
since it was said we had no more, and yet what 
immense sums have not been expended ? During 
this period, M. Desmaretz has restored confi- 
dence ; but untoward evients have spoiled his woark. 


LETTER LXXXVIII 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau, August 19th, 1708. 

We must not deceive ourselves, we lost the ac- 
tion s of the 11th of July, and though few remain- 
ed upon the field of battle, the night caused such 
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great disorder among our troops, that there were 
from twelve to fifteen thousand men, and seven or 
eight hundred officers dispersed. It is true that 
there are more than ten thousand men returned 
or remaining in the fortresses where Marshal Ber- 
wick had ordered them. Some days were neces- 
sary to recover from the panic ; but the truth must 
come out, so much ill success as we have had 
for some time, the extremity to which we should 
be reduced if we still continue unfortunate, 
renders almost every body timid. One dare not 
hazard <;ounsel where play runs so high. In the 
meanwhile, the enemy <2arries on the siege of 
Lisle ; and if it falls, he has a footing in France. 
If there is a battle, and we should be beaten, we 
are undone ; whereas if they are beaten, we shall 
make the most brilliant of campaigns. 

A courier has just arrived from the Duke of 
Burgundy, and will doubtless inform us of the day 
he intends to march, as soon as he shall have 
heard of the siege of Lisleu 

It is merely what I think that I confide to you, 
but I hope you will not be terrified by my 
fears. For my own part, I see every thing in the 
most gloomy light; Lisle taken, the battle lost, 
and at least some of our Princes wounded ;'! see 
the enemy in France, the poor citizens of Ghent 
abandoned to the ferocity of the English, the 
King afflicted, our dear Princess inconsolable^ 
and all your court overwhelmed with grief. 

VOL. I. N 
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I have just been told that the Duke of Bur- 
gundy did not march on the 17th. I do not know 
the reason, but it is a pity he has not formed as 
speedy a junction as possible with the Marshal 
de Berwick. It is certainly lamentable to reflect 
on the diversity of opinion that exists betwixt 
thiB Duke of Burgundy and M. de Vendôme. 
Let us hope that the importance of the objects 
upon which they have to confer, will reconcile 
them. 

I well remember the outcry that was raised 
against Marshal de Berwick when he did not 
give battle, and the excessive praise lavished upon 
that of Almanza. Every body is courageous in his 
own way: I possess a great deal mysôlf when 
people take it into their heads to speak ill of me, 
or of those I eâteem. It seems to me easy to 
despite, but impossible to prevent them. 

There is so much murmuring now, that every 
thing is blamed. The Parisians icry out against M. 
de Vendôme; though they do so withrather less vio- 
lence against the Duke of Burgundy, and wish to 
dishonour the greater part of the officers, asserting 
that many of the latter remained behind at Ghent, 
which is not the case : it is also asserted that those 
who were there, liked their situations so well, that 
they suffered themselves to be taken^ in order to 
avoid serving any longer. I do not think it is 
possible to carry malignity further. 

The Duchess of Burgundy cannot bear a word 
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1:0 be iMiid against' her kufiband : 'I have in vain 
told her that people like her ought to despise or 
punish this sort of insolence. I think if it was in 
her power to punish, she would inflict speedy 
justice. 

Marshal Berwick has not been sufficiently 
strong to prevent the incursions and contributions 
in Artois and Picardy. He had thrown the 
whole of his infantry into the menaced fortresses., 
and our enemy marches in great force to all 
the points of attack. How very wretched our 
correspondence is about to become, and how 
truly I regret to see you participate in all our 
troubles, without jeckoning your own, of which 
you take no nptice. 

You will doubtless receive an account of the 
journey which Marshal de Tessé is about to take 
to Italy. I think Marshal Villars is in despair,: 
our affairs on that side were going on as well as 
could be wished, when the commander of Exiles 
surrendered at discretion, without firing, a shot, 
and while he saw the advanced guard of our 
army coming to his .relief. God is s^ainst us. 
Madam, and we must neglect nothing to appease 
his wraâi ; we have ordiered prayers everjrwhere ; 
I have no doubt that you do .the same. Oiur 
Princess &sts for her husband ; this is carry-^ 
ing her aSbction to the greatest extreme; he 
is delighted with it— I me§m with her affection, 
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for I think he is ignorant of her fasting. His 
ietters to me are full of joy at being so much 
beloved by her he loves. 


LETTER LXXXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau,. August 26th, 1807. . 

I coNFËSSi Madam^ that I have had but too 
just a foreboding of our present situation ; but 
so it is, and "we are in such an extremity, that 
it will require a miracle to extricate us. 

You are aware of the siege of Lisle: the 
Duke of Burgundy intended to march to its 
relief, and to form a junction with Marshal de 
Berwick : M, de Marlborough marched to 
oppose this junction, and Prince Eugene quitted 
the siege with a part of his troops, to join 
Marlborough and give battle to the Duke of 
Burgundy. It is said that the country where this 
action will probably take place, is very disadvan- 
tageous to us, because our cavalry cannot act. 
It is a cruel situation to have the enemy between 
our Princes and us, and to see Lisle taken without 
being able to offer any opposition. It is incon- 
ceivable that the campaign can end without a 
battle ; and if we lose.it, where shall we be ? 


kH' V. «..^ 
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It is very true, that if God aids us, this same 
campaign, which now gives us so much uneasi- 
ness, will be very glorious, and that the enemy 
may become as tired of the war as ourselves. 

How sad is life, as well from the course of 
events, as from those men who have the direction 
of affairs ! We see its difficulties daily ; vanity, 
Interest, presumption, envy, caprice, — all are 
opposed to the public weal, by sordid views or 
ignoble passions! 

According to the last letters we have received 
from the Duke of Burgundy and Marshal Vendôme, 
it appears that they had agreed upon their pre- 
sent operations ; and by the relative situation 
of both parties, it is Marshal Berwick who will 
direct their movements, because he is nearer to 
the siege, which is crur great object, but which 
has till now proceeded rather slowly. 

M. de Vendôme still maintains with his usual 
obstinacy, that this siege is only a feint to draw 
on the Duke of Burgundy ; it will have cost • 
them great preparations and the trenches have 
been opened three or four days. 

You will have learnt what has passed at Exiles ; 
but if all the designs of the Duke of Savoy are 
confined to this conquest, it will be a source of 
consolation to us. Marshal Villars is exasperated 
against the traitor of a commander who surren- 
dered. 

God grant that the journey of Marshal de 
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Tessé may be useful in exciting all tte princes 
of Italy against the Emperor! The Duke of 
Savoy would be morç useful to us, but they all 
forget their real interests, and no longer think 
of anything but their hatred against France and 
Spain. 


LETTER XC. 


TO fHrÉ SABiÉ. 


Saint Cyr, September 2nd, 1708. 

We are now upon the eve of this battle in 
Flanders ; it is thought that every thing should 
be hazarded for thé relief of so important a place as 
Lisle. Prince Eugene appears enraged, since he 
has learnt the junction of our two armies, and he 
presses the siege so closely, that I fear he will 
not give out Princes time to arrive. 

The rejoicings were great in our army, on the 
arrival of Marshal de Berwick and his troops ; 
they infused new courage into the others, and 
we are assured that all they now asfe is an opportu- 
tunity of retrieving their character. I hope that 
in the part our generals have to take, they will 
be all of the same opinion, 'and that the Marshal 
de Berwick will reconcile them to each other. 

In the midst of our misfortunes, we learn that 
theMexican fleet has arrived in our ports^ and that 
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it has brought forty millions ; this is good news 
for the two kingdoms. 
' We are still in some uneasiness lest the Duke 
of Orleans should not give battle. 

It would appear that the campaign will soon 
close in Dauphiny, and that we shall escape with 
the loss of Exiles and Fenestrella, which was 
caused by the baseness of thé commandant of the 
first named place, having surrendered it for ^ 
bribe, thus rendering it impossible for him to 
relieve the other fortress. 


LETTER XCL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, September 9ih, 1708. 

I HAVE not had a moment's repose since Lisle 
has been invested. The King, who had foreseen 
at, though he had great difficulty in believing 
the news, wrote immediately to the Duke of 
Burgundy and the Duke de Vendôme, that if 
the investment had really taken place, it was 
absolutely necessary to relieve it, M. de Ven- 
dôme would not march, notwithstadding all that 
was said to him, always thinking that it was a 
stratagem of the enemy, to make us abandon 
Ghent ; he constantly wrote to say that he would 
not stir till he knew the trenches were open. 
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atid heard the cannon firing ; at length the army 
has set out. We have had great uneasineas as 
to th"e j-unction with Marshal de Berwick : it 
has fortunately taken place, and we have received 
no letters since, but those which inform us that 
our troops pant for an engagement. 

Since we have learnt that they are near Lisle, we 
have been in the greatest suspense. I cannot de- 
scribe to y ou the agitation of our dear Princess^ ' 
and all the prayers that she offers up and ordeps 
to be said both day and night. Every body feels a 
general as well as a particular interest in what is 
passing. I see nothing but weeping, trembling, 
. moaning, while all those about me are still more 
uneasy than myself; the King alone is firm in wish- 
ing to hazard every thing for the relief of Lisle, and 
the honour of our nation. 

The Duke of Burgundy is not of this opinion,- 
because all the ofiicers are against it, and Marshal 
de Berwick at their head. M* de Vendôme al<me 
wishes to attack and force the entrenchments: 
the others maintain that the KingV army would 
be destroyed, and have but little confidence in 
M. de Vendon^e since the unfortunate affair at 
Oudenarde. These different opinions place every 
thmg in a very dangerous position, which has 
obliged the King to send M. de Chamillard, to 
see at least if he can rally them on the day of 
battle. We are at, present in this cruel expec- 
tation ; and as for me, Madaiii, you may easily 
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conceive that I see Lisle taken and the battle 
lost ; these disputes and indecisions give the 
enemy time to fortify himself still more strongly^ 
and thus our difficulties daily increase. 

We have beard from M. Chamillard, but no- 
thing decisive has taken place ; but we are hourly- 
expecting to hear whether there is to be a battle 
or not : the enemy is advantageously posted» 


LETTER XCII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, September 16th, 1709. 

At length all our generals in Flanders have 
written to the King, unanimously stating that the 
enemy are inaccessible by the retrenchmerrts 
which they have had time to complete; 

The Duke of Burgundy was to set out yes- 
terday and repair to Tournay, to send forward de- 
tachments which may intercept the convoy which 
the enemy are sending from Brussels ; it is said 
that they are in great want of ammunition. God 
grant it may be so ! An attempt was also to be 
made last night to throw succours into the town. 
M. de Boufflçrs does not as yet appear to be 
much distressed* 

You may easily imagine, that I do not expect 
to see this fortress relieved, but rather anticipate 
its being overwhelmed by the whole army of 
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Marlborough and Prince Eugene» as soon as they 
pee our troops retiring. 

M. Chamillard returns on Tuesday: he is 
wanted here; but I much fear that the dif* 
ferences among our generals, whom he has re- 
conciled, will be renewed. 

Marshal de Villars has frustrated the grand 
designs of the Duke of Savoy: but the two 
small places which this Prince has taken are con- 
sidered as affording a certain inlet into France for 
next year. 

You are two well acquainted with our situation 
not to know, that it was impossible to send 
troops to the Duke de Noailles : he is however more 
pressed to defend himself than to make conquests. 

Oui* present misfortunes do not prevent me 
from thinking of the succours that are said ta 
have arrived at Barcelona and in Portugal, nor 
from being alarmed for your second campaign. 

It is true that we ought to look to Heaven for 
relief* God alone can extricate us from our present 
embairas^smentâ : happy are those who only wish 
for what he wills, and who are convinced that he 
presides over every thing \ 

P.S. Paris is in consternation because our 
generals do not give battle ; the capture of Lisle 
makes them consider the enemy as already 
isimongst us. 

I am very glad to hear of the arrival of the 
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fleet» bnt I am assured that our Kings hare but 
a 81x^1 portion of the money; it will however 
circulate through the two^ kingdoms. I have 
k>st all joyful emotions : we are too unfortunate and 
twa ill served ; but I shall say no more. 


LETTER XCIIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, September 231^^ 1708. 

I AM very sorry, Madam, not to be able to 
tell you any thing decisive, but the army and 
court flatter themselves that Prince Engene will 
raise the siege, and Marshal de Boufflers makes an 
admirable defence ; the enemy has gained but Httle 
ground the last ten or twelve days ; thei* fire is^ 
very irregular, which excites a suspicioi3(4hat they 
are deficient in something; our army is well 
posted for preventing the convoys from arriving, 
and of which they stand in ^'great need : these 
circumstances give us some hopes ; though I 
communicate this idea, I shall not state the 
j^easons which prevent me from indulging in 
them. 

The journey of M. de Chamillard into Flanders 
has been of great service ; he has himself seen the 
impracticability of attacking the enemy in their 
entrenchments ; M. de Vendôme is also convinced 
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of it, and has written to the King, who has re- 
tracted his orders; which perhaps he never 
would have done, if the secretary at war.had not 
been upon the spot. Every body pretends that if 
our aniiy had tak^n the position which it now 
occupies, the siege would have been raised. We 
suffer thus in every quarter from the faults that 
are committed ; it is hardly possible to give 
propeir orders at such a distance, and they who 
are upon the spot are divided in their opinions» 
M. de Vendôme is generally alone in his opinion : 
while the Duke of Burgundy sides with Marshal 
Berwick and the general officers ; all this has a 
very pernicious eflfect. 

We have been told here what you say re- 
specting the Dukes de Berry and Guiche, and we 
have not been able to ascertain what is the cause 
of it. Iti^ true that the Duke de Guiche has always 
opposed^e relief of Lisle, which I do not blame, 
because every one has his own opinion, and the 
event will only perhaps too fully justify his; 
but he was very wrong in publishing it con- 
trary to the orders of the King, as it may 
discourage the troops : he ought to have told hi& 
reasons in private td the Duke of Burgundy, and 
to inspire courage and obedience every where elsej 
but there are few men perfect, and wxio ajct solely 
with a view to the public good. 

The Duchess de Guiche will be comforted what- 
ever may happen, provided her husband returns ; 
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she is one of the strongest examples of afiection 
ever seen. 

It.is said that the siege of Lisle has caused a 
dispute between the two sisters-in-law ; owing to 
the lady of Marshal Boufflers wishing the place 
to be relieved, and the Duchess de Guiche not 
wishing for a battle. 

M, de Chamillard had reconciled the Marshal 
de Berwick and the Duke de Vendôme, between 
whom there was a coolness : I fear much the re« 
vival of their differences. Our Prince is engaged 
inamost difficult campaign; but he agrees very 
well with the Marshal de Berwick. > 

The Duke de Berry is much occupied in learn- 
ing the art of war : he frequently addresses him- 
self to the officers for information ; sends very well 
written letters to the King and the Duchess of 
Burgundy : and M. de Chamillard says that in the 
«councils of war, his first object is to ascertain the 
best opinions, after whidi his own is given with 
the greatest promptness and precision. 

The investment of Lisle is of such importance, 
that the resuU will be productive of infinite good 
or mischief in every directicm. If Prince Eugene 
raises the siege,the negociationsof Marshal de Tessé 
would, I have no doubt, proceed more successftilly. 

Yes, Madam, this state of discord is insupport- 
able : there also prevails an unbounded freedom 
of speech^ M. de Chamillard cannot help recur- 
ring to that which he observed in the army of 
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Flànxla^. Thoui^ almoin letading a Ufe of i^ciii- 
sion here, J am astonished at the language I daily 
hear : there is si^urcdy an individnail, even to the 
young female attendsoats at court, who ^ not 
freely offer their opinion on the progress of the 
war, or find fault with all tibiat is done ; discussing 
every subject, however delicate it may be, and 
censming without mercy all those who become 
objects of caprice or hatred. If any perso© ven- 
tures to think differently from them, or reprehend 
such a line of conduct, they are sure to be accused 
of haughtiness and ill-nature. £very thing is in 
^he greatest disorder and confusion ; but if Lisle 
were saved, I should not feel this state of things 
so acutely. 


LETTER XCIV. 


TO OTHB $AM'£. 


Saint Gyr, Sept. 30th, 1708. 

I HAVE nothing agreeable to tell you, and it is 
only a personal interview with you that could now 
.afford me any solace : but as I see very little pro- 
bability of ,this", I must be content with the con- 
tents* of the gazette, and send you the news of the 
day, without adding any reflections of my own. 

Marshal de Boufflers is an honour to France for 
all he ha« done; I never knew a man so generally 
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praised ; his defence is very vigorous, and he has 
been as vigorously attacked for several days. As 
we always wish to flatter ourselves, we think the 
enemy are making a last effort, and that their 
ammunition fails them. 

Prince Eugene no longer commands at the 
siege ; he has been wounded : they say that the 
wound is trifling ; but his speedy return is appro* 
hended: Marlborough has occupied his place. 
The enemy e;^pects a convoy which is coming 
from Ostend : Marshal Berwick and the Count 
de la Motte are at the head of troops to prevent 
its arrival, and a battle is no longer doubted. 

On quitting St. Cyr, yesterday, news was brought 
me that4;he Chevalier de Luxembourg had entered 
Lisle with two thousand men, and a hundred 
thousand pounds of powder : this is extremely 
fortunate, for it was a very perilous enterprise. 
According to the usual custom, I found every body 
overjoyed, and under no apprehension for Lisle, 
the siege of which is to be raised immediately* 
I am not disposed to go so far, and am gi'eatly 
afraid lest the convoy from Ostend should be able 
to pass ; the enemy exerts every nerve for this ob- 
ject, and has sent strong detachments, whose route 
is shorter than ours : we are expectii^ news with 
the greatest impatience, and perhaps there will be 
some to send you before M. de Torcy closes his 
packet. 

The news.of yesterday has enabled our Princess 
to breathe again. Some say that the wound of 
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Prince Eugene is of no consequence, others that 
he is about to be trepanned* 

Marly, October 7th, 1708. 

I beard yesterday evening that a courier had 
arrived, bringing information that M. de Vendôme 
is posted near Ostend, to prevent the convoy 
from proceeding; and of which the enemy, it is 
said, are still in great want. It is probable that 
there will be another engagement : I fear it will 
be lost, from the disposition of our tf oops. There 
is some good news from Lisle, but it wants con- 
firma,tion. 

The loss of Sardinia is a new affliction for us : 
on whatever side we turn, there is nothing to 
be seen but sources of grief. 


LETTER XCV- 


TO THK «AME* 


Saint Cyr, October 14th, 1708. - 

Who could think. Madam, that in such bustling, 
affairs as those of Flanders, eight days have 
produced no change ? It is true that Marshal de 
Boufflers is a little more pressed than he was; 
but he still resists, and many people flatter them- 
selves that he will continue to do so till he has 
disheartened the ^uemy. M. de Marlborough 
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wishes to pass his convoy, while M. de Vendôme 
replies, that he will prevent it, and has sent back 
some troops to the Duke of Burgundy, finding that 
he has enough without them. Grant that his great 
confidence may not again deceive him ! 

We have been a long time flattered that the 
enemy wanted ammunition, though they daily make 
very vigorous attacks ; I shall not enter into the 
particulars of what they have already taken, lest 
I should make some mistake. I do not think 
that our generals are as united as could be wished. 
As Marshal de Berwick has received orders from 
M. de Vendôme, he has since then served merely 
as a private individual near the person of the 
Duke of Burgundy. This Prince is accused of 
being over prudent, and of consulting his officers 
too much : at all events, it is certain that he has 
nothing in view but the interests of the two Kings, 
and that he does not think he ought to risk 
the losing our army, unless there was great 
probability that the success of a battle might be 
useful to us. It is said that the Duke de Berri 
has an excellent capacity for war, and conceives 
in a moment the happiest expedients. 

The Elector of Bavaria has come to await the 
result of the campaign at Compeigne, accompa- 
nied by eight or ten courtiers, but no household 
or officers. M. de Monasterole provides his table, 
the King gives him an apartment, which he has 
furnished, and sent him all the horses he 
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requested. There is a person in the neighbour- 
hood who has a pack of stag hounds ; the Prince 
will hunt in the Forest, and avail himself of any 
other recreations he can find. M. d'Autin has 
paid his respects to him; M, Chamillard has 
also paid him a visit ; all who have seen him have 
returned extremely well pleased with his Highness. 
Madame d'Arcos is to go there for a day, accom- 
panied by the Chevalier de Bavaria, whom she 
will leave with the. Elector for some time : this is 
all I know respecting his Highness. 

It would appear that thé enemy has turned his 
whole attention to Flanders, and that he leaves 
you ïn repose in Portugal. 

14th, in the evening. 

On my arrival here, I hear that Marshal de 
Boufflers has again repulsed the enemy with 
great loss on their part: nothing can be better 
than all he does, but we shall notwithstanding 
lose Lisle. Jt is also said that M. de Marl- 
borough is returning to his camp, having no hope 
of passing his convoy, the inundations being 
complete, and M. de Vendôme so well posted. 
Prince Eugene is again able to mount his horse» 
and has only a large patch above the eye. 
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LETTER XCVL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, October 21st, 1708. 

You pass, like us, from hope to despair ; I alone 
am constant in my woeful predictions. Marshal 
de Boufflers surpasses himself in* the defence of 
Lisle, and would undoubtedly have saved the 
place, if our hundred thousand men could have 
intercepted the convoys of which the enemy 
stood in need, and which they pass every day, 
though with great difficulty. I am very sorry that, 
instead of leaving you the impression of an agree- 
able idea, I have caused you uneasiness, to divine 
the means which prevent me from hoping. It is 
true, that Marshal de Boufflers has long com- 
plained of wanting powder ; but we see clearly, 
that but for the convoys Prince Eugene would 
have been the first to want that article. The 
garrison performs wonders; the officers are 
united, and all delighted with their general, who 
loses no opportunity of representing their services 
to the King, and of getting them rewarded. 

It is a great pity that Marshal Boufflers is old 
and sickly ; his heart would carry him further 
than all the talents and ambition of others. 

I conceal nothing from you, and when I can- 
not speak to you frankly, I remain silent. We 
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LETTER XCVIIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, November 1 1 th, 1 70^. 

You have ere this heard that we have lost 
Lisle^ and that we cannot flatter ourselves the 
citadel will hold out long ; we already experience 
the sad consequences of this loss, which you 
know how to appreciate better than myself. The 
King is touched to the quick at seeing one of his 
first conquests in the power of the enemy, and so 
fine and loyal a city given up to the pillage of all 
who have entered it. He is not less affected at the 
disgrace of our army, in having done nothing for 
the relief of this place; it had been positively 
and repeatedly ordered, and he gave his word to 
Marshal Boufflers, that he should be succoured. 
All these circumstances attached to an event so 
important in itself, affect the King, and I fear the 
impression the more, from his dissembling it by his 
fortitude. To say, after this, that any more risk 
should be incurred, it is necessary to be wiser than 
those who have fancied they could perform impos- 
sibilities ; and I think you are as well informed as 
we are as to what passes in Flanders. Cer- 
tainly their Majesties have a great interest in this 
loss : I dare not tell you all my fears ; you would 
scold me, or I should afilict you, and I wish for 
neither one or the other. 
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M. de Chamillard has returned, after having 
induced the generals to agree upop the steps to 
be taken in the present conjuncture. M. de Ven- 
dôme and Marshal de Berwick are still opposed to 
each other : the former wishes to defend the 
Scheldt, to prevent the enemy from receiving 
ammunition, while the latter asserts that we un- 
dertake too much, that we should cover Picardy 
and Artois, and prevent the enemy. from establish^ 
ing himself during the winter round Lisle. It has 
been resolved upon to defend all that M. de 
Vendôme wishes to be defended, and to send a 
large body of cavalry into Artois, to oppose the 
incursions of Prince Eugene. 

It is very difficult for the Duke of Burgundy to 
do anything but what Marshal Berwick advises 
him : he has been prejudiced from the beginning 
of the campaign, and perhaps evea. earlier, against 
the extravagant boldness of M. de Vendôme ; the 
affair of Oudenarde confirmed him in this opinion : 
the King gives him Marshal de Berwick for his 
adviser : it is extremly unjust to blame our Prince 
for unfortunate events. 


\ 


200 LETTERS OP 


LETTER XCIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, November 18th, 1708. 

Marshal de BoufBers does not exert himself 
less for the citadel of Lisle, than he did for the 
town, but it will be with the same success. 

If you do not choose to* touch upon what is 
passing in Flanders, how can I possibly do so ? — 
I certainly know not what ought to have been done, 
nor the reasons or excuses which may be adduced 
for what has not been effected ; but I Well know 
that, during the whole campaign, not a word of 
truth has been spoken. * 

The King has just sent Marshal de Berwick 
into Alsace, to the great satisfaction of M. de 
Vendôme. We hear that they were both equally 
glad of the separation, and that the Duke of 
Burgundy was not sorry at finding some re- 
pose at least on that account ; it is certain that 
this misunderstanding has been veiy detrimental 
to our affairs ; it could be wished that a speedier 
remedy had been applied to it. M. de Vendôme 
writes to say that he is about to exert every nerve 
to bring the campaign to a happy close ; God 
grant it ! but there seems to me little probability 
of his succeeding; 

How grievous it is. Madam, to have only to 
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lament the misfortune of the Kings, who are cer- 
tainly ill served ! What you have made me believe 
as to the great qualities of those with whom you 
live, serves only to afflict me ; I do not doubt 
their fortitude, but good fortune is not always the 
companion of merit : let us not despair ; God will 
perhaps be appeased; I have always hoped for 
this in their behalf. 


LETTER C. 


TO THE SAMB« 


Saint Cyr, November 25th, 1708. i 

I FEEL for you while suffering under the first> 
emotions of grief at the capture of Lisle; I know 
how acutely they were felt ; and though the loss 
and the consequences will always be disastrous, it 
must be owned to our shame, that time alleviates 
our grief, and often much more than reason itself. 

I have never seen the King so sensibly aflfected 
as he has been on this occasion, nor can he 
reconcile himself to see Lisle in the power of his 
enemies. 

Marshal de Boufflers, whom I have esteemed 
for many years, and for whom I entertain a great 
regard, continues to defend the citadel as be did, 
the city ; but he has very little powder left ; it ap- . 
pears also by the feebleness with which he is at- 
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tacked, that the enemy is deficient in something. 
It is said that Prince Eugene does not calculate 
on becoming master of the citadel before the 10th 
of December, and that he says he will make the 
garrison prisoners of war, in order that such brave 
men may not accompany those who are not so. 
In the mean time, the enemy fortifies la Bassèe 
and Saint Venant ; it is affirmed that they will 
pass the winter in the neighbourhood of Lisle ; 
they procure com from Artois and Picardy, of 
which it is thought they have enough for a year ; 
but it is true they are in great want of warlike 
stores. Marshal de Villeroi has always written to 
say that the capture of Ghent and Bruges would 
be our ruin, because we could not at the same 
time hold them and cover our fortresses. 

Marshal de Berwick maintains that we grasp 
at too much, in wishing to defend the Scheldt 
and prevent the enemy from passing it ; in efiect» 
we could not prevent them from sending their 
convoys, which caused tlie capture of Lisle. 

M. de Vendôme would not march till after the 
place was invested: it is said that if he had 
attacked the enemy on arriving, he would have 
beaten them: M. de Berwick thinks, however, that 
the King's army would have been lost. In this 
indecision, the enemy entrenched themselves, and 
so advantageously, that the Duke de Vendôme 
himself and M. de Chamillard, who is very fond of 
seeing the armies engaged, wrote to the King that 
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it was impossible. Since that time, M. de 
Vendôme has always said that Ghent and .Bruges 
should be defended ; the advance of. the enemy 
impeded, the convoys wanted for Lisle and other 
points^ from which they had drawn troops for the 
siege, intercepted, and by this means starve 
them. M. de Berwick, on the other hand, main- 
tains that the line of the Scheldt is too exten- 
sive ; that the enemy could pass by surprise 
whenever they chose ; that Ghent ought to be 
abandoned after having thrown a strong garrison 
into it, and that we should withdraw into our own 
territory to prevent the enemy from establishing 
. himself there, or from getting subsistence, as well 
to put our troops into a condition to serve the 
next campaign. The event will show who is in 
the right. 

This misunderstanding has obliged the King to 
send Marshal de Berwick into Germany : never 
did two men separate with so much joy as these 
generals. 

The Duke of Burgundy has sent a courier to 
the King, to inform him that M. de Vendôme 
proposei; taking forty battalions, and I know not 
how many squadrons,, to force Prince Eugene 
in his lines ; he says that the enemy has a large 
force in Artois, that Marlborough has thrown 
some troops into Fumembach, and that he is 
further pff from Prince Eugene than our army ; 
orders have been given at the same time to Count 
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de la Motte, to make some movements which may 
disturb.Marlborough. 

The King immediately approved of this project, 
and sent back the courier directly, for fear of de- 
laying its execution : so that the troops are 
perhaps already in motion. I fear some mishap, 
and we learnt yesterday evening that Marlborough 
had withdrawn his troops from Furnembach. 
Grant that he may not have been informed of our 
design! 

In another quarter M. de Bergheitz wished an 
attempt to be made on Brussels ; the Elector was 
also in favour of it, and calculates upon the friendly 
disposition of the inhabitants towards him. We 
are in hourly expectation of the result, but we 
are so unfortunate, that I dare not flatter myself 
with the least success. 

I had no occasion for the memorial which you 
have sent me about the Duke of Orleans ; I know 
your uprightness, and that of all those with whom 
he has been in communication too well, to have 
doubted a moment of his being in the wrong, had 
he complained of them. I shall, however, keep 
this, memoir and show it to the King, in case any, 
thing should be published on the subject; it 
would not become me to let it be seen by any one 
else^ and even the King himself shall not see it 
without your consent. I know, better than any 
other person, how much you esteem and praise the 
Duke ; but our Princes have such a disposition to 
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believe whatever their domestics say, that it is quite 
insufferable, and often puts me out of patience : 
their own truth and sincerity cannot be too much 

esteemed, but these qualities sometimes are in- 
jurious to them, by preventing them from perceiv- 
ing that others are not the same as themselves. 

The King partakes of this truth and sincerity, 
and as the head of the royal family he never 
thought of {deceiving his grandson : it is true that 
he does not think peace so near as our generals 
imagine; but it is equally so that the King knows 
the absolute necessity of it, which you would also 
be convinced of were you here. 

There is another important subject to confer 
with you about : it relates to the Duke of Bur- 
gundy : he left this fully persuaded, . like many 
others, that M. de Vendôme is the bravest man 
on earth, but that his too great confidence, want 
of vigilance, and relaxation as to discipline, may 
cause him to commit great errors ; the battle of 
Oudenarde has not changed these ideas, so that 
it has been an easy matter to sow disunion 
between them. The detachment from Germany 
naturally brings M. de Berwick back tç the army; 
the King gives him for an adviser to the Duke of 
Burgundy, with the power of deciding when the 
opinions ofM. de Vendôme and M. de Berwick 
are opposed. 

What could our Prince do, who has not yet 
acquired much experience, and who finds himself 
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involved in a situation the most difficult, but 
follow the advice of a man who enjoys the con- 
fidence of the King his father? How can he 
discriminate and judge of himself, that the coun* 
sels he receives are too timid, and that he must 
give himself up to M. de Vendôme, against whom 
three-fourths of the army are enraged ? This is 
the cause of the outcry against our Prince ; he 
has not thought of justifying himself; he has not 
given any explanation, nor has he charged any 
person to take up his defence ; events have been 
unfortunate, the minds of the people are soured, 
his virtue has excited all the discontented against 

him ; while his declaration about the Jansenisls 

• 

makes all that party his enemy ; the hatred against 
the Jesuits falls upon him, on account of his con- 
fessor ; the cabal which M. de Cambrai is said 
to have at court brings still more obloquy on him. 
Nothing is now spoken of but Telemachus, in 
which he has taught the Prince to prefer a 
pacific king to a conqueror : all this causes the 
outcry of which you hear; some say that he 
wished Lisle to be captured, in order that we 
might be forced to make peace; while others 
assert that he wanted to restore the place, because 
the King had taken it unjustly : others, again, say 
that he does not wish for any fighting from the fear 
of losing human lives. I should never end if I 
wrote all that is said on this subject. 

Our Princess acquaints the Duke of Burgundy 
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with every thiug, and sees by his answers that he 
is as well informed of what is passing as our- 
selves. He writes to say he should be acting 
against his concience, and his duty towards France 
and the King, if he thought a moment as it is 
wished he should think. .The Princess does not 
show me his letters ; I have only seen those pas- 
sages which are of less consequence : the most 
important I have seen, are those which relate to 
the interest he takes in the King of Spain's affairs ; 
it is a testimony which I owe to truth ; in other 
respects, it is true that he wishes for peace ; and 
I again repeat, that you would also desire it, as 
much as we do, if you saw what we see 


LETTER CI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, November 27th, 1708. 

You will have heard that the enemy does not 
wish for peace, and that we are only thinking of 
preparations for the continuance of the war : but 
what miracles does it not require to put us in a con- 
dition to make peace on good terms! Though 
not gifted with talents, I have some foresight, feel 
ai^cious, and am very uneasy for those I esteem : 
I think of them so often, that most of the circum- 
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stances you communicate had frequently occurred 
to myself; it is a long time since I have felt con- 
vinced, that when peace is even made, my joy will 
be imperfect, from what it is likely to cost you, 
and which cannot fail to be considerable after 
the disasters with which it has pleased God to 
afflict us. Miracles are required to change our 
situation: that of the King and Queen of Spain 
affects me .very sensibly ; but we have foreseen it 
for a long time. They have no bccasicyi for good 
offices near the King, their grandfather ; and you 
may easily conceive, that when the question of 
peace is agitated, he will maintain their just 
interests as his own. Do. not say any more of 
your admirable Queen ; you have only made me 
love her too much, and I should be better if I felt 
less as to all that concerns her. Retrenchments 
are making here in various branches of our ex- 
penditure, with the sole view of having more 
troops for you and ourselves. 

It seems your Princess also wishes to retrench 
both in her play, her table, and wardrobe, in order 
to relieve the unfortunate. I am highly pleased 
with her for all this ; and you are very right in 
saying, that these two sisters have surprising merit, 
especially at their age ; it is only their father who 
attaches but little importance to it. 
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LETTER CIL 


TO THE SA MF. 


Saint Cyr, December 2nd, 1708. 

You will learn by this post that our army has 
not belied itself, and that having avoided the enemy 
all the summer, it has suffered them to cross the 
Scheldt, without opposing a single man to theiy 
passage; this is so extraordinary, that it would 
jalmost drive us to desperation, if we did not 
regard the event as the work of Providence, 
which wishes to* try the virtue of our Kings, and 
fumble the pride of the French nation. Marshal 
(de Boufflers is its only glory, and shows, by a 
resistance which astonishes the enemy as much 
as us, that they would not have taken Lisle if we 
had given him the least succour. . It is now 
clearly ascertained that they wanted ammunition, 
and that they could not have become masters of 
the citadel, if a passage had not been opened to 
them for all their convoys. 

The object of my admiration, M. de Bergheitz, 
has been deceived twice in his project upon 
Brussels, where there has been no understanding 
with the inhabitants. I am consumed with grief 
at the situation of affairs, and that of the Duchess 
of Burgundy. She grieves much, and her tears are 
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those of courage and real affection, unalloyed by 
any weakness ; she witnesses an outcry against 
her husband which cannot be comprehended ; to 
him are attributed all our misfortunes, and he has 
not decided a single measure. I have already 
told you that he placed his confidence in Mar- 
shal de Berwick, according to the King's orders ; 
there has not been the least dispute between our 
Prince and M. de Vendôme, since they were left 
to themselves : and yet it is the fault of the Duke 
of Burgundy that the Scheldt has been crossed, 
and that the army returned to La Bassêe by the 
route of Valenciennes, to avoid the enemy. When 
it was made known to M. de Vendôme that the 
enemy were passing the river, he answered that it 
was not true ; and having commenced his march to 
oppose them, he found that all the mischief was 
done. Nevertheless, we have still more than a 
hundred thousand men, which have been too 
well preserved, but by whom we must endeavour 
to profit, by changing the face of things in the 
tiext campaign, and neglecting nothing to pre- 
pare against it this winter. It is not yet known 
what steps the enemy will take. 
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LETTER CIIL 


TO THE SAME. 

SaiQt Cyr« It^ecember 9th, 1708. 

We have finished in Flanders as gloriously as we 
have conducted ourselves there all the summer ; the 
enemy has passed the Scheldt, which you know ; 
a part of our army is behind the canal, and the 
other has returned into Artois. It is thought^ 
after the reduction of the citadel of Lisle, which 
we expect every day, the enemy intends to besiege 
Ghent, but will first attack the troops on the line 
of the canal. You may readily conceive that 
Ghent will fall, and that we shall have no means 
of relieving it at this season of the year, after 
having found it impossible all the summer to 
succour Lisle. I consider, therefore, Ghent and 
firuges as taken ; and the enemy, having a choice 
of winter quarters, laying in provisions for the next 
campaign, and furnishing Lisle with abundance 
of every thing. I may also consider Marshal de 
Boufflers as a prisoner of war, with his garrison, 
which is the sole honour of France. Prince 
Eugene says that he will begin the campaign at 
Amiens ; in short, I dare not set down all that 
I hear daily. Every body now sees what I had 
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a glimpse of so long ago, and which brought 
upon me so many reproaches from your great 
Queen and yourself. 

You know doubtless better than I do that the 
emperor is about to become master of Italy, 

If you have a correct idea of our situation, you 
will perceive that you ought not to reproach us ; 
you feel our evils and we feel yours ; we have a 
common interest, and are all very unfortunate, if 
God does not work miracles in our favour. 

Our Princes arrive to-morrow: the interview 
will not be very agreeable. The Duke of Bur- 
gundy has occasion for all his religion, to bear up 
against the unjust fury of the public. Marshal 
de Vendôme will arrive soon after ; he longs to 
reach Anet, in order to repose himself from his 
long fatigues. 

Marshal de Berwick must be a very excellent 
man, if he does not feel a secret joy at such a clq^e 
of the campaign as he always predicted, in main- 
taining as he did, that the Scheldt could not be 
defended, that we should confine ourselves to the 
defence of the fortresses, and prevent the enemy 
from getting a footing in France. 
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LETTER CÏV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, December 23âf 1708.. 

You know I dare say by this time, that the 
end of the campaign has been truly pitiful, and 
that the enemy has already the audacity to be- 
siege Ghent, hoping that it will have as fortunate 
a result as the siege of Lisle. The defence of 
Marshal de Boufflers has shown us how rash this 
enterprise was, since he gave an opportunity to 
our army for four months to succour him, during 
which time we only made one feeble attempt, that 
of the Chevalier de Luxembourg, which succeeded ; 
one upon a greater scale would have had the same 
success, and more important results. 

You are right in saying that we ought to behold* 
the hand of Providence in all this : our King was 
too glorious ; God wishes to humble in order to 
save him ; France had aggrandized herself too 
much, perhaps unjustly; he wishes td confine 
her within narrower limits, and which will be, no 
doubt, more substantial. Our nation was insolent 
and dissolute ; it has pleased the Almighty to pu- 
nish and abase it. It is only your concerns which I 
do not see in so clear a light : a virtuous King ; rights 
founded on justice ; a Prince called for by all his 
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people ; declared heir to the crown by his prede- 
cessor on the bed of death, against all his natural 
inclinations : a Queen who is the honour of her 
sex, and of the Princesses of her rank ; a marriage 
formed by a conformity of sentiments as to great- 
ness, goodness, and justice, and blest with a succes- 
sor, who holds out the most flattering hopes : — that 
all this should be contrary to the order and will of 
God is what I do not comprehend, and which he 
alone will one day clear up. 

Marshal de Boufflers has arrived, and departs 
on the 26th, to take the command in Flsm- 
ders. The King has done all he could to re- 
ward him ; he gives him free access to his 
presence, has named him a peer, and, contrary 
to all his regulations, he has given the rever- 
sion of the government of Flanders to his son, 
who is only twelve years old. The Marshal 
is one of the most virtuous men I know ; he 
is about recommencing his military life at sixty- 
six, very ailing, and much displeased at the 
manner in which he was obliged to quit it. 
Crowned with all kinds of favours, honoured 
by every body, having a lovely family, and 
wanting nothing but repose : yet he quits the 
whole, from a comiction that he ought to devote 
himself, such as he his, to his benefactor and 
the state. 
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LETTER CV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, December SOth, 1706. 

The capture of Ghent will crown the campaign 
of our enemies ; I do not think they can ever 
make a more glorious one, if glory can be allied 
with the facilities we furnished them. France 
will not blot out the stain with which she has 
just covered herself for a long time ; nor do I 
comprehend how we shall be able to continue 
the war, in our present situation, and still less, 
how we can make peace ; it is to be hoped, that 
more able people than myself will tell us what 
ought to be done. 

I should have been very sorry if Tortosa had 
been lost ; these attempts ought to cause great 
vigilance in all quarters ; for the more successful 
our enemies are, the more enterprising they 
will become. The French act well everywhere, 
I meant to say, except in Flanders ; but we must 
except all those who were at Lisle. 
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LETTER CVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, January 14th, 1709. 

Marshal de Boufflers labours fourteen 
Labours a day ; I fear it will be too much for him* 
He wished to assemble the army, but Count 
de la Motte did not give him time ; he is going 
to send back the officers, with the exception 
of four or five, whom he retains to assist him : 
these are the Chevalier de Luxembourg, M. 
d'Artaignan, M. de Contades, M. de la Fréseliére, 
'all well disposed and clever men. Their good 
Marshal enters into all the details for com- 
pleting the army, and we have troops enough 
to inspire the hope of some success ; but money 
fails, though there is plenty in France ; the 
unfortunate occurrences of this campaign have 
excited so much alarm at Paris, that there is an 
end of public credit, notwithstanding the ability 
of M. Desmaretz, who had entirely restored it. 

Our enemies give double pay and double 
clothing to their soldiers, in order to encouragé 
them, and make ours desert, which scheme suc- 
ceeds but too well. No person attempts to assert 
that too many favours have been conferred on 
the Marshal de Boufflers, and in truth, he can 
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neither bç toc much praised or too highly recom- 
pensed. The Duke de Noailles, of whom you 
wish me to speak, is incensed at all he sees here : 
his temper has entirely changed, and he no longer 
even shows any signs of his .former gaiety. 


LETTER CVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, January 22nd, 1709^ 

Marshal de Bcufflers exerts himself as much 
as all our ministers put together ; he endeavours 
to discover the origin of those shameful disorders, 
in which our generals left the army ; he is to set 
out in the midst of this excessively cold weather 
to visit the fortresses. Our Kings would be'truly 
fortunate if they had many subjects of this descrip- 
tion ; I could wish to send you somç of his letters ; 
I do not think it possible for a better man to exist, 

You are right in thinking, that the officers are top 
fond of Paris ; there is by far too great an indul- 
gence shown towards them on all sides, and they 
ought to be at their quarters. 

The enemy is certainly more on the alert than 
we are ; they never slumber anywhere, while M. 
de Boufflers is the only person who seems disposed 
to watch them attentively : all the other officers 
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wish to return ; but if they bad to consult tne, 
they should neither be at Paris or about the court. 
We shall go to Marly on the 6th, and there will 
be some balls given there, but more through policy 
than goodwill. The Duchess of Burgundy is 
quite overwhelmed, and no longer takes delight 
in any thing. 


LETTER CVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Saint Cyr, Feb. 10th, 1709. ' 

Count de la Motte is generally blamed for 
having surrendered Ghent, when he was at the 
head of an army for its defence ; the enemy them- 
selves, say they would have perished by the cold, 
if this place had held out four days ; and Marshal 
de BouflSers was about to assemble our army 
when he heard of its capitulation. The Count 
was afraid of being made prisoner of war, 
and thought he rendered a great service to the 
two Kings by preserving their troops : the hand 
of God is visible in all this, and he appears irri^ 
tated against us. 
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LETTER CIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, February 17th, 1709. 

— \ 

It is true that the Pope is reduced to the 
last extremity ; but all will be right again, on his 
accepting the terms which it is wished to impose 
on him. Our enemies triumph everywhere; there 
is nothing left to us but submission to the hand 
of God, which appears raised against us ; his de- 
crees are impenetrable : we see him uphold heresy 
and injustice ; and oppress three very virtuous 
Kings, and countries where he is better served 
than elsewhere ; he is, however, just, and it is for 
us to submit. _/ 

I hope that our enemies at Rome will be satisfied ^ 
with having done all that they wished, and that 
our countrymen will not experience any harsh 
usage. 

Troops have been ordered back from Dauphiny, 
but they are destined for Flanders ; we have not 
enough to supply every quarter, and perhaps we 
do not take the proper steps to effect this object. 

It is not true that the generals are appointed : 
the King expects Marshal de Boufflers to see if 
the state of his health will permit him to serve ; 
it is only declared that M, de Vendôme will not 
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serve this year. The refusal of the Duchess of 
Burgundy to play at the same card table with 
the Duke at Marly, has made a great noise, and is 
the general topic of conversation. It was not Mon- 
seigneur's game, but made up by the Duchess, 
and when he was proposed as a fifth at Brelan, she 
said that she could not play so soon, having some- 
thing to do. I do not think you will blame her 
for this slight, after what has passed during thé 
unfortunate campaign of last year. 


LETTER ex. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, February 25th, 1709. 

M. DE. BouFîLERs is cxpcctcd every day, but 
so much indisposed, that it is feared the King 
will be obliged to change his arrangements for 
the ensuing campaign. 

We want both money and men; I cannot 
comprehend the resources that you would have us 
find in such a situation. The King's fortitude is a 
subject of continual surprise to me, though I ought 
to be accustomed to it : I must iiot say more 
upon this head, as it would lead me too far; and 
there are things which cannot be writteii. 
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LETTER CXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, March 4th, 1709, 

The King has named those who are to command 
his armies: Monseigneur will have that of Flanders, 
With Marshal de Villars as his second in com- 
mand; the Duke of Burgundy will command 
the army of Germany, aided by Marshal d'Har- 
court; Marshal de Berwick is to have that of 
Dauphiny ; and the Duke de Berri accompanies 
the Dauphin, 

M. de Boufflers is incapacitated for service, at ' 
least for the present ; I find him worse than I 
thought he was : it is the continuance of our mis- 
fortunes which deprives us of his assistance. I 
think these appointments will please the Parisians, 
as they all asked for Marshal de Villars, thinking 
him fortunate, and the Dauphin still more so. 


. LETTER CXII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Samt Cyr, March 9th, 1709. 

There is no more rejoicing for us ; one disaster 
brings on many others; and if the Flanders cam- 


222 L£TTSRS OF 

paign had been more fortunate, the Pope would 
have treated us with much greater respect: but heis 
forced to act as he does» through the success of our 
enemies. I dare not dwell on the present state of 
affairs ; I confine myself to ordering prayers at 
Saint Cyr, my own not having sufficient merit to 
obtain wttat I ask for. You kpow that I have 
always hoped for a miracle in favour of the King 
and Queen of Spain ; I see none yet, though we 
are very hard pressed. 

Marshal de Villars sets out immediately with 
courage and confidence, notwithstanding the 
limited means that are placed in his hands. All 
Paris is delighted with the appointment of the 
Dauphin. 

I did not think the cabal of which you spoke 
to me so formidable as you describe it : I cannot 
think the Duke of Orleans has entered into it : 
and they must hate our two Kings, in wishing to 
deprive them of the assistance which they derive 
from you and the ambassador : I have he,ard some 
strong insinuations as to your fondness for go- 
verning; but it is acknowledged that you both 
govern very well, and this appears to me all that 
can be required* Nothing could be more ridiculous 
than the article in the Dutch Gazette respecting 
you ; but you have only to proceed in your own 
even course ; your conscience will insure your re- 
pose ; and indeed you do not enjoy satisfaction 
enough to be envied the part which you act, 
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howerer brilliant it may be. A grand dispute 
has arisen among our Princes, which has, however, 
till now, gone on very smoothly. The Duke of 
Orleans claims precedence for his daughters be- 
fore the Princesses of the blood, although married ; 
the Prince has ordered that, in his household, 
married women are to take precedence of the un- 
married. The Duchess of Maine will not follow 
the daughters of the Duke ; each party has pre- 
sented elaborate memorials, and I think the 
King will decide before the Duke of Orleans sets 
out. 

The Duke d'Enghien wished to join the army 
this campaign; but the Prince opposed it with 
his usual warmth, and the King would not give 
his consent. 


LETTER CXIII. 


TO TH£ SAME. 


Saint Cyr, March 18th, 1709. 

Though my letters were far more agreeable 
than they are, it would certainly be too much for 
you to receive three at once ; conceive, therefore, 
what I feel at your having to read so many. 

If I have still any hope left, it is not derived 
from our public men, who appear completely at a 
loss in every respect, but in God, who works 
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miracles when he pleases, and who knows how to 
convert hearts, and turn events to the accomplish- 
ment of his will ; it is this miracle which I have 
always hoped for in behalf of our Kings, who are 
much better than we are, and who do not deserve 
to be unfortunate. 

Count delà Motte, with the best intentions in the 
world, has completed the catastrophe of the last 
campaign, upon which it is impossible to reflect 
without being deeply affected and profoundly 
humbled. 

When Marshal de Boufflers returned to court 
after the loss of Lisle, he could not endure the 
conversation which took pla.ce relative to the pro- 
posals for peace, and set out for Flanders full of 
resolution. After seeing the wretched state of our 
troops, magazines, and forage, he thought the sight 
would have the effect of overwhelming him ; and 
he now agrees that we must make peace upon 
any terms. It is said that the Duke of Alba is 
furious on this subject, and is as violent now as 
he had been indifferent hitherto. 

Marshal de Boufflers is better since he has 
been in repose, and I see that at the least 
glimpse of health, he is anxious to serve again. 
M. de Villars has set out full of courage and con- 
fidence, although he is fully sensible of the heavy 
charge imposed on him : it appears to me, however, 
that he thinks more of the honour than he does of 
the charge. He has sent to the army beforehand 
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to say, that he is on his way to join it with a sup- 
ply of money; it is tr»e he has received some 
from M. de Desmaretz, and been promised more 
in a short time. 

If I thought you could prolong my life to a 
hundred years, I would tell you all the reasons I 
have for djring ; but as your wishes are merely 
the effect of your kindness towards me, I sin- 
cerely hope that you will ere long place me upon ^ 
the dead list of your acquaintances, which I carry 
in my pocket, and which I will give you when- 
ever you please: it contains above twenty names 
of the court during the last two years j I shall 
soon be able to add the Archbishop of Rheims, 
and I very much fear that of Cardinal de Janson. 

M. de Vendôme serves no more, at least for 
this year ; and I doubt very much lest the life 
which he leads should incapacitate him from 
future service. We have all been much de- 
ceived as to this man, and the King very ill in* 
formed of what was passing in Italy, the total 
loss of which he occasioned by the siege of Turin, 
to which he persuaded the King, answering for 
the success of the enterprise, and promising to 
undertake it himself; after which he left it to M . 
de la Feuillade, to pay his court to M. Chamillard. 
We had subsequently to witness his famous cam- 
paign of last year, which has reduced us to the 
situation in which we now are. He next gave 
himself up to the Abbé Albéroni, an Italian and 
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his favourite, in order to calumniate the Duke of 
Burgundy : he retains the Abbé near hia person 
at A net, and declares that he should be incon- 
solable if he lost him. It was M. de Vendôme 
who also decided the siege of Barcelona. I had 
always been prejudiced in his favour, on account 
of the attachment which I thought he had for 
the King and all the royal family ; but what he 
has permitted at his own house, with respect to 
the Duke of Burgundy, is very much opposed to 
this attachment. 

If troops are not sent into Catalonia, it is 
because there are not enough to supply every 
quarter. The importance of the siege of Girona 
is, however ,fully appreciated ; there are persons 
who think that you could undertake it with what 
troops you have, and others that even its capture 
would not force the Archduke out of Barcelona, 
because the sea is open to him. 

It is true that it is a very unreasonable fashion 
to wear the mourning of nuns, which should only 
be put on when vows are made, and the parties 
pretend to be dead to the world. Madame will 
be much affected by that which the Queen wears. 

The Dauphin appears to be very much occupied, 
and glad of taking a part in the campaign ; and the 
Duke of Burgundy is highly gratified in having 
Marshal d'Harcourt ; they seem to be in 
constant intercourse with each other. Count 
d'Evreux, attached as he is to M. de Vendôme, 
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will most probably not serve this year. The 
Dauphin would not have him in his army ; and it 
is only a matter of courtesy that may induce the 
Duke of Burgundy to receive him. 

Our Princess^ who is naturally alive to the in- 
terests of her husband, opposes it as much as she 
can. The King has named the Father Le 
Tellier, Provincial of Paris, for his confessor ; he 
is of low origin, but of whom every body speaks 
well, — that is to say, those who know him, for he 
has always led a life of seclusion and study. 


LETTER CXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, April 15th, 1709. 

— I 

No, Madam, we have nobody here who can 
discover any new resources ; the want of money 
and com throws us into the utmost extremity 
which I think you would assent to if you knew all 
the particulars. God declares against us ; we must 
adore his designs and submit to them. I have 
often looked upon the want of fortitude which I 
find here, as the greatest misfortune of the King ; 
but it appears to me that courage is no longer 
what we require, as it cannot avail againi^t the 
impossibility of paying the troops, and preventing 
a famine among the people. ^ 

Q 2 
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Marshal de Villars has been very much indis- 
posed with a cold : it only requires his loss to 
complete our calamities. He informs me that 
the troops are i» much finer condition than they 
were said to be at court, and that they cannot be 
better disposed, but that the inferior officers are 
dispirited for want of subsistence, and not recçiv-. 
ing any pay. M. Desnxaretz hopes to be able 
to send them some very soon. We have not yet 
seen the Queen of England ; it is said that she 
is very weak, becoming thinner every day, and 
suffering from a slow fever. 


LETTER CXV, 


TO THE SAME. 


VeraaiUes, April 26th, 1709. 

Well ! Madam, you will now be satisfied ; we 
shall not have a peace : grant however, that the 
pride of the enemy may be confounded I Your 
opinions are admirable ; all they require is the 
possibility of being realised. » 

I should never have thought that any thing 
would have displeased me more than war. 
However I find that the commencement of famine 
affects me still more sensibly : the evil is now 
great enough, but the future is yet more to be 
dreaded. I have always heard, as you s6 well 
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express it, that God is often pleased to make / 
known his power in the greatest extremities ; it / 
appears to me that we are fast approaching such' 
a crisis. 


LETTER CXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, April 29, 1709. 

It requires great fortitude to sustain you, for you 
have abundance of troubles without, while there 
is, I fear, not much tranquillity at home. It is 
true that I find grief does not kill, for although 
I am overwhelmed by it, I have not for a long 
time enjoyed better health. ^ 

We are at Marly, though nothing is spoken of 
in this delicious spot but misery : there is not 
a husbandman so much occupied as we are with 
the quantity of corn and its price, which increases 
every day, and not a market day passes without 
some tumult. _7 

These gloomy ideas have not prevented me 
from entertaining many pleasing thoughts about 
the Queen's entry into Madrid, which appears to 
have been a very sjplendid and well arranged 
pageant. I am also delighted with the affection 
manifested by the people. Grant that they may 
be always united to their King ! 

You will learn from more than one quarter^ 
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that in order to terminate the négociations with 
which we are reproached, M. de Torcy has gone 
to Holland, to ascertain by his own observation 
whether there be a desire for peace or war. I 
am persuaded, however, that our enemies wish to 
distress us still more than we are. 

The Queen of England came to Marly yester 
day : the King and Princess supped there, but 
the latter returned to Saint Germans : she is very 
much altered, feeble and thin, but on the whole, 
a little better- 


LETTER CXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, May 19th, 1709. 

The King and Queen do me infinite honour in 
writing to me themselves, which, at another time, 
would have afforded us great joy. You will then 
no longer answer my letters when they are 
gloomy ; and how can I now write to you in a 
f different tone ? I believe war to be the greatest 
of all scourges ; and the plague with which we 
are threatened affrights me less than the present 
famine. If you witnessed our situation, you 
would pity us more and blame us less. Can there 
be any fortitude. Madam, when one sees the people 
and the army dying of hunger ? The latter does 
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not as yet appear dispirited ; the officers are satis- 
fied with black bread ; and Marshal de Vi^ars» 
who was here two days, says that he intends to 
have oaten cakes at his table. Marshal d'Har- 
court sets out immediately. It is thought that 
his army can be supported by a supply of barley 
which has been procured. In the meantime, the 
price of bread rises every day at Versailles and 
Paris ; and all the small towns revolt when a grain 
of com is required for the capital. 

There is nothing yet said of the enemy's 
assembling ; but they may do so when they 
please, having large magazines everywhere. 
Once more. Madam, if I could speak to you 
frankly, and you saw what is passing here, you 
would be grieved and not angry. _/ 


LETTER CXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Saint Cyr, May 26th, 1709. 

I AM about to answer the letter which you 
wrote to me on the 6th instant, and which I received 
eight days ago, just after having written to you. 
The post had not set out, but I saw nothing press- 
ing ; and all that we have to talk about now is so 
dismal^ that in truth I should drop all correspon- 
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dence with Spain, if 1 were less attached to you^ 
or leis convinced than I am, that you have also 
some regard for me. It would have been ridiculous 
in me to send you a pressing recommendation for 
a relative of the Duchess de Noailles, who has 
more influence with you than myself. I see 
nothing but misfortunes for France and Spain : I 
love as much as I respect, the crowned heads who 
suffer from them, and would willingly lay down 
my life to see them in the situation in which they 
deserve to be ; yet you wish me to interest 
myself for the Baron de Câpres ; indeed his con* 
corns appear to me of little moment. 

Your situation is awkward, and it requires great 
courage to support it ; but it is not desperate. 
France and Spain may be disunited by a series of 
unforeseen misfortunes, but the two Kings cannot 
be separated, and ours will always consider the 
services you render to their Catholic Majesties as 
rendered to himself; therefore, what have you to 
do but to remain with them? It is said here, 
that whatever happens, they can maintain them- 
selves a long time if the nation is for them : I 
cannot suspect it of treason, which is not a vice of 
the Spaniards. But what a wretched life to wit- 
nes^sc^ofi a terrible war ! Our situation gets worse 
eveiy day — there is no bread : I admit that the 
outcry "was at first premature, but there is just 
cause for it now. 

Marshal de Villars writes to inform me, that he 
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had not beeû able to take the field, for four days^ 
for want of subsistence ; but that at length, 2|fter 
the greatest exertions, he collected eight or ten 
thousand sacks of flour, which he was under the 
necessity of forcing out of the hands of people 
who were greatly in want of it for themselves ; 
his letter concludes by these three words — 
** bread, money, we want every thing !" When 
the Marshal holds such language, things must be 
reduced to a great extremity, for he is full of 
confidence, courage^ and talents. You cannot, 
in fact, conceive in i^hat a situation we are 
placed, owing to the want of money and com : 
it is with great difficulty Paris is kept in awe ; 
our enemies know every thing that is passing, 
and wish to take advantage of it. The King is 
more to be pitied in every respect than any one 
else ; others are young and may live to see many/ 
changes. 


LETTER CXIX 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, June 3rd, 1709. 

You will be informed of the situation we are 
in, and of the insolence of our enemies ; I shall 
relate no particulars: Frenchmen are no longer 
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Frenchmen if tjiey are not alive to such indigni-' 
ties : I am sick of all this^ and shall say no more" 
about it. You have lost the head of your family ; 
the King has given his office to the Prince of 
Tarentum ; he would have found some difficulty in 
filling it with a better man ; I fear you must be 
afflicted^ for you are a good relative. You are 
much to be pitied, and have now reached the 
crisis which I apprehended ; I should fear much 
for the Queen> if she had less firmness, in having 
to undergo her accouchement under such cir- 
cumstances. 

Marshal de Villars continues satisfied with the 
army, but we have everything to fear as to sub- 
sistence ; the enemy has enforced the order not 
to sufier a grain of com to pass. It is not for me 
to despise the weak and simple; I even think 
them estimable, but much to be pitied; for if 
people can weep for Madame Fagon vnthout 
knowing her, how many tears ought they not to 
shed for kings who^ are situated like ours ? The 
King's health continues good; our Princes no 
longer go to the army, owing to the want of 
subsistence. 
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LETTER CXX. 


TO TH£ SAME. 


Versailles, June lOth, 1709* 

An important event has just taken place àt 
court: M. de Ghamillard is exiled, but in the 
mildest manner; he may go where he pleases, 
provided he absents himself from court ; his wife, 
himself, and son have large pensions granted 
them ; the latter will have the reversion of the 
office of " . In a word, the King has re- 
moved this Minister, because the charge was too 
heavy for him ; and he treats him well, because 
he is a worthy man, attached to his person, aird 
who had given all he possessed to the state. The 
public voice points out M. Voisin for his suc«» 
cesser ; he is one of my best friends, and is mar- 
ried to an excellent woman. I hope the choice 
may prove fortunate, and that I shall not see this 
head turned, as I have seen so many others ! 

We have had a little display of French spirit : 
when the King resolved to continue the war, the 
people were irritated at the proposals of the 
enemy, and the courtiers have offered all their 
plate. M. de Boufflers, Marshal de la Roche- 
foucauld, and the Duke de Gramont, were the 
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first to come forward : these examples are, how- 
ever, but very slowly followed, and it is said we 
shall derive but little aid from this source. M. 
de Chamillard made the fourth upon the list. 
The Duke of Maine and the Count de Toulouse 
have offered all they possess. As to the King, 
he has sent his gold, plate, and the jewellery of 
the crown to be pledged, if foreigners will ad- 
vance us any thing upon them ; he also retrenches 
in the expences of his table at Marly, and sets a 
similar example in everything : I should add that 
the Duchess of Burgundy has most willingly con- 
sented to be more economical in her dress. 

# 

The Chevalier de St. George will depart in a . 
few days for Flanders, with a very small retinue. 
The Queen must have deceived herself; but as 
you- justly observe, we must submit in this a? in 
everything else. We have heard nothing yet of 
the courier who brought the news of the rupture 
of the négociations ; . but Prince Eugene is^ as- 
sembling his army, and will soon, approach Mar- 
shal de Villars. Our great calamity is famine : 
there is everything to fear from people who are 
dying with hunger, and amongst whom, every 
effort is made to excite revolt ; it is maliciously 
reported that the King has got possession, of all 
the corn, and is enriching himself by. selling it 

I again at a very exorbitant price ! 

^ Behold you, then, as in Egypt, also tormented 
with locusts ; in truth> we areroughly treated both 
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by mankind and the elements. How often do I 
pray that your King may be able to maintain him- 
self s^lone ! If we carry on the war on our side, 
our enemies, powerful as they are, will have some- 
thing to do ; and what would become of them, if 
we were not always unfortunate ? 


LETTER CXXL 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, June 17th, 1709.^ 

You are angry with us„ and we must par4pn' 
you ; but notwithstanding all that has been done, 
we shall not have peace. The King could not 
accede to the terms which the enemy demanded, 
and M. Rouillié has returned : so that the nego-. 
ciations are at an end ; grant that we may be the 
better ^ for itl What remained of French spirit 
has irritated the people upon this unfortunate' 
peace, but that does not obviate the difficulty in 
which we are placed with regard to money and i 
corn. -^ 

I wrote to you of M. Chamillard's disgrace. 
M. Voisin, his successor, will, I have no doubt, 
be more active and vigilant ; he is a relative and 
friend of M. Desmaretz, and they both promise 
an union highly advantageous to public affairs. 
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We must then leave you with the Spaniards, 
since we can no longer assist you, and we shall 
have so much difficulty in helping ourselves. 
Avenge yourselves of our misconduct^ by resisting 
with your own forcfes, all your enemies ; there are 
military characters here who pretend that you 
* can do this ; while others assert you will be over- 
/whelmed. Marshal de Villars is very inferior to 
the enemy, but his courage does not abate ; he 
only complains about bread and money ; no pains 
are spared to send him both. The beginning of 
this campaign is difficult : if we can go on till the 
month of August, we shall have resources ; if they 
worked quicker at the mint, we could send 
larger sums of money to Flanders, for we do not 
want bullion at this moment, from the quantity of 
t plate and old coin which has been supplied. 
I respect the virtue, rank, and misfortune of 
the Countess de Soissons ; she has been accused, 
in France and Savoy, of speaking against the 
sovereigns: you know that the Duke of Savoy 
would not suffer her to remain in his states ; the 
King, received her from motives of generosity 
here ; she is in a fine convent and a large city ; 
but do you not think it would be somewhat dis- 
agreeable for the Duchess of Burgundy to have a 
Princess of her own family so near her, and one 
whose conduct would lead to the greatest ex- 
posure ? These are my reasons, if you disapprove 
of them, I must only submit. 
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LETTER CXXII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, June 24tfa9 1709. 

You may well say, there can no longer be any 
joy for the real friends of their country, and I feel 
assured you will be more than ever convinced of 
it, on seeing the line of conduct which the King is 
forced to adopt. The peace will always be very 
bad, and we cannot continue the war ; we must 
therefore submit to God when he wishes to over- 
throw kings and kingdoms ; this is what I have 
always feared^ and which, without pretending to 
know more than others, I continually anticipated. 
We have experienced a series of misfortunes, from 
which France cannot recover but by a long peace ; 
and famine, which is the last and greatest of all, 
reduces us to the last extremity. I own that all 
my fears had not es^tended so far as to foresee 
that we should be brought to wish for the de- 
thronement of the King and Queen of Spain : 
words cannot depict the grief occasioned by all 
these circumstances. The King is deeply: aflfected 
with it ; the Duchess of Burgundy is overwhelmed, 
and as to my own grief, it is unspeakable. 

If you separate from their Majesties, it will not 
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apparently be for a very long time : our misfor- 
tunes will reunite us all : I confess to you that I 
would rather not see them. It is not possible, 
after the above, to send you any news of the 
court : all are sad and at their prayers ; this is 
our only resource at present. 

A great battle is expected in Flanders; the 
enemy is very superior ; and although the French 
should perform wonders, they may be over- 
powered by numbers. 


LETTER CXXIII, 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, July 1st, 1709. 

Can you still say that I carry my fears too far ? 
Have I anything to reproach myself with except 
too much foresight? Have not our misfortunes 
reached that point which I apprehended*? I had 
for a long time met with people who blamed me 
for viewing things in so gloomy a light. I now 
meet with none who do not assure me that I am 
in the right, and push their own fears still farther 
than I do : I afflict myself sooner than others ; 
but when calamities arrive, I am not at a loss 
for courage, more especially as I am not so sur- 
prised as those who had previously deluded them- 
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«elves; scold me at a distance as long as you 
please ; I am well convinced that we should agree 
upon everything if we were together. Our situa- 
tion is so irksome^ that it cannot continue long : 
we must fall entirely, or recover ourselves a little; 
if the enemy does nothing considerable this sum- 
mer, I think there is a gleam of hope for us. 

I have the highest opinion of the Queen's forti- 
tude; but I cannot conceive how she can dis- 
pense with your society, after having once en- 
joyed it. 

Everything . is suspended for the present : 
some months must elapse before we can see what 
will be the result; if Marshal de Villars is to 
be believed, the enemy will do us no great mis- 
chief. He is now besieging Tournay : if this 
place holds out long, I should scarcely feel its 
loss, after the apprehension of seeing Prince 
Eugene at Paris. 


LETTER CXXIV, 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, July 8th, 1709. 

1 ALWAYS speak to you very candidly, and 
when there are any matters which I cannot com- 
municate, I never touch on them. Marshal de 

VOL. I. R 
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Bouâers dbeâ not agree with me, in saying thai 
M. de Chamillard is a good man : he maintains 
it to be impossible, having contributed, as hè 
has done, to the ruin of t^rance ; but I am éon- 
vinced it was through incapacity ; he had too 
much on his hands ; his measures were defec- 
tive in eveirything ; and, as you observé, he leaved 
the war department in as great disorder as the 
finances. Princes are truly unfortunate in being 
unable to dispensé with assistance ; but this is 
an irremediable evil. 

M. Voisin has made a very good beginning: 
he possesses talents, great firmness, and is very 
active ; his wife is an amiable woman. I 
could not have told you that I thought M. 
Chamillard more fortunate than M. de Villeroi; 
I have perhaps said that I pity M. Voisin more 
than the former, as I really do ; for besides 
being fond of repose myself, the ^present aspect 
of affairs is not calculated to give great satis* 
faction to those who are concerned in them. 

I do not think the war can be continued, 
owing to the want of money and com, and the 
superiority of our enemies in every quarter: 
they are besieging Toufnày with a hundred and 
twenty thousand men, and a prodigious quantity 
of artillery ; what can be done against such a 
' host, and what have we riot to fear after the 
capture of Tournay ? thtere is an end of delusion, 
everything seems to me completely exposed. 
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I do not imagine the King of England thinks 
of going to meet the King of Sweden ; these 
two Princes are too great devotees in their dif- 
ferent religions, to agree together ; but I am 
quite uninformed on this subject. 

The scarcity of money and corn causes tumults 
everywhere. There has been one at Rouen; 
the King sent M. de Luxembourg, who has, thank 
God, succeeded in allaying it. 


••«a»^* 


LETTER CXXV, 


TO THE SAME« 


Saint Cyr, July 14th, 1709* 

The gloomy ideas which I have respecting 
Spain, cannot prevent me from being sorry for 
the feebleness of the Infant; as I regard him 
as a new link between the Spaniards and their 
Catholic Majesties. I hope the small-pox of the 
Prince of Asturias will prove of little conse- 
quence ; for it does not seem to be dangerous 
in hot countriea, and it will be fortunate for him 
to have got over it. I praise God for the good 
health of the Queen, and I see with pain, from 
what has happened, that her sensibility is not le»s 
than that of the Duchess of Burgundy ; the 
fortitude and virtue of these two 

r2 
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sù'e exercised at an early period of life ; but 1 
cannot think they will always be nnfortutiate. 
Ours is consuming away in sadness at our 
present situation, and Spain is no less .an object 
of solicitude than France ; I do not think I should 
exaggerate, in saying that your interests are 
even uppermost in her thoughts ; because she 
conceives you have fewer resources. Yesterday 
I had a long conversation with Marshal de 
Villeroi; he considers the siege of Tournay as 
very fortunate, and wishes for peace more than 
M. de Chamillard did, and than M. Desmaretz 
can do. I assure you that you do not do us justice 
upon this point, and that everything has reached 
to an extremity which does not admit of our 

/Continuing the war. We have experienced great 
misfortunes, have perhaps committed faults ; 
but the hand of God is so visible in all this, 
and overwhelms us with so many scourges, that 
it is impossible to resist them. It is not our 
ministers who have produced a frost, which 

• causes famine ; nor have they had any share in the 
horrible weather Which we have lately witnessed 5 
the hail stotms which devastate many districts, 
or the inundations which deprire us of the 
harvests in those provinces "where it was the 
most proihlsing. We have tumults everywhere, 
owifig ttf the deamèss of com ; that of Rouen 
is at an. end ; there is one at Glehnotit, anoiiier 
at Baycmne ; that at Languedoc will soon termi* 
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nate : but there is a constant recurrence of these 
scenes, and it is very difficult to keep Paris under, 
bread becoming dearer there every day. 

Every effort is made to find remedies for this 
state of things, but all those hitherto adopted 
have only increased the evil. The army of 
Flanders has only a daily subsistence, and it is 
a miracle, that the troops remain together in their 
present condition. It is thought that in the 
course of a month money will not be so scarce ; 
but I do not know what hopes we can indulge 
as to corn. We were induced to expect that 
the price would diminish on the appjroach of 
the harvest, but, on the contrary, it increases. 

I begin to perceive the cabal against you and 
M. Amelot, which you azmounced to me some time 
ago; as yet, at least, it only appears to me as 
so many indications, which, however, it is easy to 
perceive, mean something ; my conduct is already 
traced out upon this subject, and I shall testify at 
all times and in all places, what X have seen of 
your probity, correctness, affection, and zeal for 
the two Kings* 
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LETTER CXXVI. 


TO THE SABiB. 


VersaUlês, July 15th, 1709. 

On reaching this last night, I found your letter 
of the 1st instant ; you will scold me no more, 
for you have the twenty battalions which you 
asked for, and even twenty-five ; but all this 
does not afford me the same hopes as it does 
you ; I am even persuaded that you would think 
as I do, if you were an eye witness of our 
situation ; but you do not credit me upon that 
subject, and you look upon all those who are 
capable of consenting to the hard peace which is 
proposed to us, as being anxious to excite dis- 
couragement. I can assure you there is not a 
Frenchman who does not wish for its conclusibn. 
Marshals BoufiSers, d'Harcourt, Villeroi and de 
Villars are of the same opinion. They have em- 
braced it more] tardily, as I wrote to you several 
times, but at length they have done so, seeing 
that there is no resource, owing to the scarcity of 
money, and still more to that of com. You are 
too good a Frenchwoman to wish to lose France 
in order to save Spain ; and the anger which you 
show is only the ejQTect of your great courage. 
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and the little credit which you attach to what 
I communicate. I do not think, however, that 
I stand alone, and it is not possible that all those 
whom you , see arrive from hence should speak 
to you otherwise. Marshal de Villars conducts 
himself admirably, and we begin to hope the 
enemy will not enter France ; but this would 
not be the case if we lost a battle. 

Letters were yesterday received from M. de 
Noailles, asking for more troops, and expressiiig 
his anxiety to do something ; he appears de- 
lighted with your firmness, as well as with that 
of the King and Queen, and the affection of the; 
Spaniards. 

The Duchess of Alba is the only person whp 
thinks like you. She does not conceive why 
there are complaints in France of being without 
brçad and money ; she cannot bear to hes^r çmy 
doubts as to the stability of their Catholic Ma- 
jesties upon the throne ; she is offended at 
the idça of your infant being thought feeble. I 
have really never witnessed such zeal as this; 
nor is it flattery, but mereJy thç homage due to 
truth. 
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LETTER CXXVII. 


TO THE SAME 


Saint Cyr, My 21sf, 1709. 

I Am sorry for the death of the Infant, for the 
grief it will occasion the King and Queen, and 
because it was an additional source of attachment 
for the Spaniards to their Majesties. I am not 
surprised at the King's affliction ; there is nothing 
more natural and reasonable than to love one's 
children, and it is hard for the Queen to have ex- 
perienced the inconveniences of pregnancy, and 
the dangers of confinement, and then to lose the 
young Prince. To speak in worldly terms, the 
morning of the Queen's life is not fortunate ; but 
she is young, and will experience the inconstancy 
of fortune, both in good and evil : it is rare for 
persons of her rank to be so much exposed, but 
God will have it so. I have announced this bad 
news to all the royal personages whom you naine; 
they are very sorry for it, more especially our 
Princess, who has immediately fancied herself in 
the place of the Queen, her sister, for whom she 
has an excess of affection which I do not compre- 
hend, from having seen so little of her. 

It is true that I did not write to you respect- 
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ing the twenty-five battalions which were left 
you. t was not the less agitated during the 
council in which this object was discussed ; but I 
am firm, and I preferred your learning the news 
through M. de Torcy to my own communication ; 
besides, I have not always leisure to write by the 
couriers. Is it possible that I could have written 
to you, to say that I wished their Catholic Majes- 
ties to be deprived of their crown, — I, who would 
make any sacrifice to have it secured to them ? 
All my crime with you is to wish for peace for 
ourselves ; but I assure you, and I have already 
said so, that I think upon that subject like other 
persons for whom you have the greatest esteem 
in this country: it is useless to speak of our 
situation, for you will not believe me, and you 
impute to our weakness and want of courage, 
that which is merely tl^e effect of dire necessity. 
Yes, Madam, it would require miracles to extri- 
cate us from the perils which threaten us. It is 
reported that the plague is at Macon, but I have 
no authentic source for this news : such a scourge 
is alone wanted to complete our miseries. If I 
opened all my mind to you, my letter would not 
finish so soon j but you say that you do not like 
imprudencies, and that it is necessary to abstain 
froin them as much as possible. 

The Duke of Alba has solemnised the birth of 
the Infant since its death j I did everything in my 
power with the Duchess to prevent it, but she 
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could not bear any one to doubt of his being stiU 
alive. Fai^well, Madam. I defy all your high spirit 
and wonted fortitude, to be proof against what you 
see and what you fear ; your situation pften occu- 
pies my thoughts, and I feel that my attachment 
for you does not stop at esteem and admiration. 


LETTER C;XXVIIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, July 29th, 1709. 

I RECEIVED no news from you yesterday, 
although it was post day. I have for a long time 
envied the tranquillity of your disposition, without 
wishing to deprive you of it j all my gloomy pre- 
. sentiments are only too accurately realised^ and 
at length I perceive that I am not much more 
. grieved than yourself : how could one avoid being 
so, in witnessing so near ' at hand all the misfor- 
tunes which surround us, and those which reach 
Princes to whom we are bound by so many ties ? 
I think that it will be as well to maintain silence, 
on the affair about which you are not very ex- 
plicit, and which will no doubt be placed to your 
account as justly as the greatest part of the others. 

The siege of Tournay proceeds j the besieged 
4o. all that can be expected from them* ancj 


MADAlÛtB DE HAt^TENOX. 251 

the enemy meet with great difficulties ; but they 
have an artillery which it is impossible to resist. 
I think they will soon be masters of the city, but 
I hope the citadel will hold out longer. It is 
through want of money that we are destroyed ; 
corn could be founds if it could be bought at a 
high rate. I cannot conceive how it happens that 
•you receive no letters from this country, which do 
not confirm all my statements, as matters have 
proceeded to such an extremity, that others are as 
much afflicted as myself. We go to Marly on 
Wednesday for ten days ; there will not be more 
amusement there than anywhere else, but it is 
the favourite place of he King, and it is highly 
necessary that he should sometimes seek to divert 
his thoughts from so many causes of suffering, and 
which he supports with the same firmness and 
equanimity as ever. 


^ LETTER CXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Marly, August 5th, 1709. 

OvR misfortunes increase daily. Tournay has 

not held out long, and it is thought the citadel, will 

* also fall : it next remains to be seen what the 

enemy will do. The scarcity of money and corn 

disables Marshal de Villars firom attempting what 
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courage and despair might suggest to him. There 
was a great outcry against peace ; but perhaps it 
will now be necessary to conclude it on more 
unfavourable conditions than those which Were 
offered before* I think we shall soon have the 
ambassador here; he will find our affairs in a 
imuch worse situation than your own[, M. Voisin 
and M. Desmaretz do their utmost, but their pre- 
decessor ruined everything in the hope of making 
peace. There is something incomprehensible 
respecting corn ; it appears that there is plenty 
of it in Paris, and yet bread continues dear. 


L"' 
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LETTER CXXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Saint Cyr, August 10th, 1709. 

1 CAN easily conceive the Queen's grief upon 
the loss of her infant. Our two Princesses will 
always be esteemed and admired by the worthy, 
which is a great source of happiness, but I could 
wish them many others. I will not dispute with 
you which is the happiest ; if I knew yours as 
well as our own, I should decide the point by 
their respective dispositions. The Duchess of 
Burgundy makes but little use of her freedom, 
and the pleasures of our court ; she is absorbed 
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in affliction» endeavours to amuse herself, but 
without success ; her colds, pregnancy, and the 
indolence of all the young females who surround 
her, prevent her from enjoying the pleasures of 
the finest garden in the world ; she has not much 
taste for music; play becomes insipid, because 
money has almost disappeared; her principal 
object is news, and none aiTives of an agreeable 
nature. The Queen has not been accustomed to 
the pleasures of the country ; she is adored by the 
King her husband ; she possesses in you. Madam, 
a treasure, which were she to lose, would render 
her inconsolable. You know what our King 
thinks on this subject ; you must remain where 
you are as long as your presence does not become 
detrimental ; everything must be sacrificed in 
case you should become too much suspected. 

You speak to me of a good defence at Toumay7\ 
and it is twelve days since the place surrendered ; 
it is affirmed that the citadel will hold out during 
this month. Marshal de Villars is not in a condir 
tion to attempt anything ; his troops are very infe^ 
rior to those of the enemy, and diminish every day 
by desertion and hunger. I think that the article 
of com will turn my brain ; more is to be seen in 
the market than ever, and yet the price of bre^ 
rises ! We are assured from all quarters, that we 
shall experience great relief from the abundance of 
barley, though it is already at a high price. As to 
money, it is more than ever concealed j everybody 
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agrees that there is more in the kingdom than be* 
fore the war, but it no longer circulates ; ;and you 
know that when the blood stops, death ensues. 

M. Chamillard, persuaded that peace wa« nea^" 
at hand, forced public credit so much, that he ab- 
solutely destroyed it ; M. Desmaretz restored it 
in the first five months of his administration ; the 
capture of Lisle weakened it a little, but the loss of 
Ghent and separation of our army destroyed it 
again; so that nothing but fortunate events ot 
peace can revive it ; the former are hopeless, and 
Won do not wish for the latter. 

Why do you accuse me of desiring the de- 
thronement of their Catholic Majesties ? I am 
very far from this thought, and few persons would 
make greater sacrifices than myself, to see their 
reign consolidated ; but it is true, that in order to 
accomplish it, I would not consent to the ruin of 
Prance. I admire your sentiments, but I was 
not prepared to expect what you have told me ; 
could you possibly have the courage to quit the 
Queen so long as she is not compelled to take 
this step herself by the Spaniards ? There would 
be great cruelty in abandoning her now. How 
sincerely do I pity you, Madam, and how truly un- 
fortunate you are, notwithstanding your beauty 
and celebrity ! 
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LETTER CXXXL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, August 18th, 1709. 

You are at last convinced that we have reached 
a crisis ; I may have been one of the first to 
apprehend it ; at length, however, everybody can 
see it as well as myself ; and I assure you that I 
am very much grieved to find but one opinion 
upon this subject. I even venture to say, that I 
should not want fortitude, if I saw any hope in 
the future. If we are ever so unfortunate as to see 
each other again, you will agree to all I shall have 
to communicate. You are in the right for saying 
that some persons thought all was lost before it 
really was so, but at length it has been effected 
in good earnest. Kings would be happy, if they 
could do everything themselves, but they are 
obliged to employ very imperfect instruments. 
I had three days ago a long conversation with 
the person from whom I forwarded to you a 
letter: he appears to have sought an interview 
with me only for the purpose of speaking of you, 
and I must do him the justice to say, that no 
man can be more alive to your interests ; if he is 
equally so towards me, he will tell you thai I have 
no occasion for excitement with regard to you, and 
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that nabody can persuade me that the smallest 
blame can be attached to you ; at least, it must be 
proved to me in a very satisfactory manner, which 
I think would not be an easy matter. 

You will, doubtless, have beard of the proposal 
of Prince Eugene for a truce, respecting the 
citadel of Tournay ; and who, highly displeased at 
its not being accepted, threatens so loudly that 
he well deserves to be confounded. Marshal de 
Villars does all he can, but he is greatly strait- 
ened for want of provisions, which are obtained 
with great difficulty. The Duchess of Mantua 
has had an interview at my house with the King 
and the Duchess of Burgundy ; I could perceive 
no alteration in her; our Princess manifested 
great kindness towards her, and kept her as long 
as she could : she conducts herself with great 
propriety, and there is need of it, for slander 
would be glad to fix its fangs upon her; you know 
how much the Lorraine Princes are exposed to it ; 
she possesses, moreover, a rank, youth, and beauty 
that excites envy ; she is without wealth or credit ; 
all these are quite enough to excite the malignity of 
the world. But till now she has not given occa- 
sion to it : her polished manners are regarded as 
insipid at our court, where, under the guise of 
freedom and candour, the most intolerable vul- 
garity has taken root. 
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Tenailles, August 19tb, 1709. 

I did not close my letter, in the hope of hear- 
ing some news on coming here : I now learn 
that the citadel of Toumay defends itself in a 
manner which baffles the enemy, but the JWBut of 
subsistence will ruin us everywhere* 

The Duke de Noailles had formed a project, 
which might have been executed, had the infe- 
rior officers been as vigilant as himself j he is 
much hurt, as I also am, that he has succeeded 
only in the minor part of what he had undertaken. 


LETTER CXXXIl. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, August 26th, 1709. 

We thought here, like you, that the siege of 
Toumay would have been advantageous to us, 
and that it would be still more so, if it occupied 
the enemy to the end of September : but I fear 
the want of subsistence everywhere, caused by 
the scarcity of money and corn. The news we 
have from the citadel, of the excellent positions 
taken by Marshal de Villars, and of the little 
anxiety felt by the Marshal de Berwick, is 
in perfect unison with what you tell me» 
• Marslieil d'Harcourt, is not quite easy in his posi- 
tion ; it would seem that the Germans wish to 
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attempt something, which is not as yet very 
clearly ascertained. 

It is certain that all pur faults and misfortunes 
in the war would not be irretrievable, if we had 
money and corn. The people are always ripe 
for commotion : what has hitherto taken place in 
this respect has not been of much consequence ; 
but the greatest misfortunes have often had 
small beginnings. 

It is true. Madam, that there is an outcry 
against you, but I so boldly rely on the force of 
truth, that I do not doubt of its ultimate triumph, 
nor that the King thinks otherwise than you could 
wish, and he sometimes expresses himself to 
this effect : as to myself, I am so deVoted to you, 
that I will hear nothing but what is good of you ; 
and I can assure you that the Prince, who shall 
be nameless on this occasion, has never spoken to 
me otherwise. 

We are at Marly, where all the royal family is 
in good health; the subject of conversation is 
oftener upon the deamess of bread, wheat, and 
barley, than dress and pleasures ; we have, how- 
ever^ tt supply of pretty women, of which the 
court stood in need ; their names are as follow : 
Madame de Lambescq, daughter of the Duchess 
of Duras, and wife of the son of Count de 
Brionne; the Marchioness de Nelle, daughter 
of M. de la Meilleraye ; Madame de Tonnerre, 
daughter of Madame' de Blansac; Madame de 
Polignac, daughter of Madame de Mailly, and 
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Madame de Courcillon, whom I need not de- 
scribe to you : the oldest of these five ladies is 
but seventeen. 


LETTER CXXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Versailles, September 2nd, 1709. 

I LEARNT nothing on my arrival here yester- 
day from Saint Cyr, but the departure of Mar- 
shal de Boufflers, to foe near the army in case 
anything happens to Marshal de Villars. 

The wheat harvest is abundant, and bre&d is 
still rising — there is something incomprehensible 
in all this. 


LETTER CXXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, September 8ih, 1709. 

I WAVE been greatly alarmed, on hearing from 
the letter with which the Queen has honoured me, 
that your departure is spoken of, and according 
to my usual custom, I have already fancied you 
far from Madrid. You well know what I think 
on this point, and the cruelty which I conceive 
there is in leaving their Majesties so long as they 
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wished to retain you ; if this separation was ne- 
cessary for their own good, they are reasonable 
enough to consent to it ; besides, they havejtoo 
much firmness not to do a violence to their own 
feelings, should it be necessary. I do not know 
why the Queen orders me to solicit most ardently 
for your reinaining with her ; for if I know all 
that passes on that subject, it seems to me that 
you are entirely your own mistress, and that you 
have only to account to their Catholic Majesties. 
I should be much surprised, and very glad, if 
OUT courier brought the news which you announce 
to me, as it would be really a miracle ; God dis- 
plays them on great emergencies, and we are, 
certainly reduced to a sad predicament by the 
scarcity of corn and money. If you were an 
eye witness of the misery of your country, I am 
sure you would be afiiicted ; as for myself, I am 
overwhelmed : it is shocking to see peoplç want- 
ing bread without possessing the means to relieve 
them. This is not my only grief: the capture of 
the citadel of Tournay enables the enemy to do 
what he pleases ; you may conceive that I already 
see him in France, after having defeated Marshal 
de Villars. Marshal de Boufflers, of whose de- 
parture for the army I have before informed you,, 
declared on his privai, that he would serve as a 
volunteer, and obey the orders of Marshal de 
Vills^rs in every respect; he is so sincere, that 
there is no doubt of his acting up to what he has 
promised. Marshal de Villars is delighted with 
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faim, and sends word that if the officers do not 
recover their animation by this example, they 
must have lost all spirit. The part that he is 
going to act is so little understood, that every- 
body would have it he had gone to treat of 
peace; this news has probably reached you. 
Marshal de Villars is exasperated at M. de Sur- 
ville for not having sent a sufficient supply of 
ammunition into the citadel, and which is the 
cause of its loss : it is alffirmed that it would have 
held out a long time, and that the enemy pro- 
ceeded against it very feebly, through their dread 
of the mines ; perhaps they were aware also that 
the garrison wanted provisions, and therefore 
wished to preserve the lives of their soldiersi 

The enemy marched off as soon as they were 
masters of the citadel, and yesterday evening 
their intentions were not yet known. M. Voisin 
expected a courier : I tremble at the arrivaT of 
one, and I am greatly alarmed on these occasions 
for the Duchess of Burgundy. 

Versailles, September 9th, 1709. 

On reaching this place yesterday, I found 
your letter of the 30th ultimo, and another from 
the Queen ; they both relate to your intention of 
retiring; the Queen orders me so earnestly to 
make pressing solicitations to the King, that I 
though you had received something on the sub- 
ject from hence of which I was ignorant; but 
his Majesty assured me, on the contrary, that he 
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had Mt changed his sentiments, and that theit 
Catholic Msyesties are at full liberty to act a9 
they please. I have ventured to recommend 
their consulting you ; nobody can think more cor-- 
rectly than yourself, and they ought to believe 
you, since your mind and heart are equally good; 
You will not have the cruelty to leave the Queen, 
nnless you judge it absolutely necessary for her 
personal interests. That of the Prince of As- 
turias appears to me very pressing, and if you 
quit him, I think that fidelity ought to be the 
principal quality of the governess which you will 
procure him. It would be better to endure every 
inconvenience than expose this precious pledge. 

You are right in sparing me the recital of what 
has passed between the Queen and yourself, after 
having opened your mind to her ; I am ingenious 
enough in tormenting myself by fancying it more 
than once, for I do not wait for misfortunes to 
take place before I am afflicted by them. I 
thought yesterday evening that the King was 
going to inform me of the means to be devised 
for obtaining money, but I saw that he knew 
nothing on the subject, and that it is from M. de 
Villeroi I am to hear what you call ai miracle; 
we shall have great occasion for it in more quar- 
ters than one, for we are reduced to great ex- 
tremities. Moreover, I do not see that much 
dependence can be placed upon the Jew's négo- 
ciations. God grant that we may deceive our- 
selves f I have but too much reason to know that 
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tiiose who have been in the habit of predicting 
the worst during the last two or three years, are 
felly justified by events. 

The news of yesterday evening leaves little doubt 
of an action having taken place in Flanders ; public 
and individual anxiety is therefore at its height. 


LETTER CXXXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, September 14th, 1709. 

I RECEIVED with much pain the angry and 
violent letter which you wrote to me on the 1st 
instant; I went immediately to M. Voisin to 
ascertain what orders had been given to M. de 
Besons ; he told me that they were, to conduct 
himself with propriety, not to run any unneces- 
sary risks ; in a word, such as are always given 
to the generals, and which conclude by leaving 
it to them who are on the spot to decide as to 
the best mode of proceeding. I am much afflicted 
at what has passed upon this occasion, which 
would not have been perhaps as fortunate as you 
imagine ; we have reason to think that we should 
have brought misfortune upon you, and perhaps 
you will do better when you are without us- 

At length this battle in Flanders, so much 
desired in Spain, and feared in France, took 
place on the 11th instant. Marshal de Boufflerg 
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calls it glorious and unfortunate» for we have lost 
it, notwithstanding the valour of our troops, not 
one of whom deserted the ranks, neither in the 
action nor during the retreat. The enemy, as 
brave as ourselves, remained masters of the field 
of battle owing to their numbers; which were su- 
perior to ours, as I have always informed you. 
Our misfortune has made us almost overlook the 
glory of Marshal de Villars, who was dangerously 
wounded, and whom I fear we may lose. After 
his fine retreat, Marshal de Boufflers retired to 
Quesnoi : the loss of the enemy and our own is 
not yet ascertained, but it is thought to be very 
great on both sides, for never was there more fury 
displayed, and our troops called out to be led 
against the enemy, when they were ordered to 
retreat. Nothing can equal the exertions of 
Marshal de boufflers ; it is a great pity that he is 
sixty-six years old, and that Marshal de Villars 
is dying. Our Princess is very much afflicted, 
and you would have been deeply affected on 
seeing her, surrounded by her ladies, crying out 
for their husbands and children. The Duke de 
Guiche ^as wounded during the cannonade; 
l^e Duchess, his wife, set out as soon as she 
heard it; she had two children besides her hus- 
band in the battle ; one is safe, the other I know 
nothing about : the Duke's wound is slight. The 
Marquis de Coetquin was wounded by the same 
discharge, and has had his leg amputated ; his 
mother went to see him where he lay with the 


^(: 


MADAMS DE MAINTfiNON. 265 

rest of tlie wounded . Madame d' Angeau's son has 
had his thigh amputated ; his mother has been to 
Quesnoi, the wife of Marshal Villars has also 
gone there. M. de Palaviûni, and M. de Ché- 
merant were among the killed. Albergotti is 
wounded, the Duke de Saint Aignan has also 
received a wound in the head. M. d'Artaignan 
greatly signalised himself, and had three horses 
killed under him : I shall find more subjects of 
sadness before closing my letter. I have not a 
doubt'but you will remain with the Qeeen in the 
present conjuncture, and I do not comprehend 
how you can leave her till she freely consents to 
it. The Duchess of Burgundy and myself often 
picture to ourselves the situation in which you 
are, and all that you have to fear ; it affects her 
nerves much : the youth of these two Prin- 
cesses is passed in great sorrow. The hopes of) 
peace with the Duke of Savoy are very slight, 
and it is but little calculated on here ; nothing, 
however, but peace will do for us ; the famine 
increases daily ; we begin to unravel the mystery 
of the quanfity of corn and the dearnéSs of 
bread : it is because money is scarce, so that we 
shall all die of hunger this winter, if the sea is 
not open to bring us corn ; this is the only means 
of lowering the price of what we have, and of 
restoring abundance; we are almost without a 
sufficiency for sowing, and if this misfortune hap- 
pens, famine may perpetuate itself for several 
years. God declares himself so visibly, that it / 
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would be resisting him not to wish for peace, and 
you know better than I can, that the safety of the 
people is the first duty of the King. I do not 
like to oppose your sentiments, thoi 
conceal my own from you. 
f^ A quarter of an hour after the 
courier who announced to us the lo 
tie of Flanders, there came anotl 
Duke de Noailles, bringing us an a 
brilliant affair which he has had 
we were insensible to this piece of j 
but the Marshal s conduct has not 
applauded. The King of England ^ 
ill of a fever ; but when he learnt tha 
probability of a battle, he joined t 
performed wonders. 

I heard nothing very certain yes 
ing. A courier is expected to-day f 
de Boufflers, and as my letter 
despatched before to-morrow, I shal 
ever I may hear, M. Voisin has rec 
letter from Marshal de Villars, signed 
and displaying great composure of 
he has so much strength of mind, tl 
means flatter myself from this circum 
a hope of his ultimate recovery. 

16th. 

' The more one enters into the details of the ac- 
tion which took place on the 11th instant, the less 
can be said as to who had the advantage : 
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enemy remamed maatera f^ the field, aad our 
army retired ; they acknowledge a loss of nearly 
twenty thousand men ; they had ten lieutenant 
generals killed. M« de Nangis is expected thÎ9 
evening with the particulars, and fifty standards. 
It is thought we had eight thousand men killed 
or wounded. 


LETTER CXXXVL 


TO THE SAME. 


Samt Cyr, October 20di, 1709. 

Would to God that I may be deceived, as you 
say at the conclusion of your letter of the 8th inst., 
and that Spain might be pi'eserved for Philip V. 
provided that France did not aufier too much 
from it ! I have been so struck with this idea» 
that I could not help beginning my answer where 
you finished yours. 

I own that I have foreseen all our misfortunes, 
and at length they are arrived* You triumph in 
the courage of Frenchmen, but these Frencbmea 
cannot advance a step for want of bread; and 
this disaster will prevent all that could have been 
done for the relief of Mons- I fear lest the loss 
of this fortress is not all we have to apprehend, 
and that the fine weather will facilitate the siege 
of Maubeuge, which, it is said, the enemy wishes 
to undertake ; after that, France may be entered. 
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and you will not allow any one to complain ! Do 
you think that such events are calculated to make 
money circulate ? — but I refer you for our situation 
to M. Amelot, who appeared very much surprised 
and afflicted during the visit he paid me. He 
has been here several different times lately, and I 
could not see him, having had the fever for nearly 
six weeks, with acute pains ; but I have been better 
during the last two days- 

As to the conversation of our courtiers, it is 
still worse than you are told; they decry our 
affairs even more than our enemies. Tou are in 
the right to enjoy retirement ; without that which 
I find here I could not bear Versailles. 

M. de Noailles has accompanied his project 
with a memorial of what was absloutely requisite 
for him, and which cannot be supplied. You 
should judge of the magazines we have in that 
quarter from those which we have in Flanders. 
Marshal de Berwick remained here only one 
night, and is gone into Flanders ; the bad health 
of Marshal de Bouffiers, joined to his zeal, makes 
one anxious that he should receive every kind of 
succour. 

The King is perfectly satisfied with all that 
Marshal de Berwick has done in Dauphiny. I 
was surprised at the offer which has been made 
of the Order of the Golden Fleece to a certain 
person : it seems that the King does not wish it to 
be accepted. Nobody here doubts but that the 
Spaniards will call for the Archduke when they 
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see the King abandoned by France. My esteem 
for the nation prevents me from fancying them 
capable of treason towards a King whom they 
appear to love and esteem ; and my ideas on this 
point are closely in unison with those of the 
Duchess of Burgundy. Grant that she may 
never be able to take up my defence with you ! 
I feel for you, Madam» more than I can describe. 
I think I suffer much, but I am convinced you 
suffer more. 


LETTER CXXXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Versailles, October 27th, 1709. 

I HAD not the honour of answering the Queen 
relative to your leaving Spain, — ^because I will 
now explain myself with you at greater length 
and freedom on that subject. 

I see nothing in the letters of M. de Bergheitz 
which intimates that indirect methods are adopted 
to make you comprehend what is desired of you ;• 
it appears to me, that he explains himself very 
clearly : he seems to be persuaded that the King 
of Spain should send away all the French ; he 
gives his advice with frankness ; he does the same 
with regard to you ; and all this seems to be very 
proper. The strongest passage is where he says. 
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** It is the opinion of his Majesty and all the 
principal individuals of the court who have spoken 
to me." It is very possible that the King may 
have said to M.deBergheitz, in some conversation 
upon these subjects, that he thought nearly as he 
did ; it may also be very probable that one of our 
ministers may have confirmed M. de Bergheitz ia 
the opinion which he entertains that you ought 
to leave Spain ; but that it is the King's wish, or 
an intimation on his part, is what I cannot be- 
lieye, and the motives for which would be alto- 
gether incomprehensible, I persist, therefore, in 
believing, that the King approves of your con- 
tinuing with their Catholic Majesties as long as 
they wish it, and that, if he thought otherwise, he 
would cause it to-be frankly stated. This is my 
opmion, which I do not vouch for as being either 
reasonable or well founded ; I may be easily de- 
ceived, but I will never knowingly deceive. There 
is no subterfuge in ,my conversation, nor more 
meant than what is expressed. I am an indivi- 
dual of little importance : I write to you with the 
greatest candour, never shewing my letters nor 
your answers J I have no authority from any 
quarter ; I am ignorant of public affairs, it is not 
wished that I should meddle with them, and I 
will abstain. There is no concealment attempted 
upoû me, but I know nothing in time, and I am 
very often ill informed. If the King wished you 
to quit the Queen of Spain, he would mention it 
to his council ; M. de Torcy would write to you 
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about itji and ttiis order would not pa^ through 
my hands. Do not therefore attach much im- 
portance to what I say. Pity me as much as I 
do you, and believe that nothing afflicts me more 
than the melancholy situation of their CadH>lic 
Majesties ; if you will not give me credit as to 
our own condition, believe M. Amelot, or the 
Marshal de Villeroi; they possess your confi- 
dence, and they deserve it. You would be very 
unjust if you wished me to continue enquiring 
after Spanish affairs, when you and M, Amelot 
have abandoned them. It seems to me that you 
strictly follow the counsels of M. de Bergheitz, 
and that your separation from France is pushed 
even to animosity ; I shall always respect your 
merit and your misfortunes, and nothing can ever 
turn me against you. 

Your project of retiring to Pau is very dismal ; 
1 will not mention it to the Khig ; it will be time 
enough to do so when you are out of Spain, if 
that should take place. I do not think myself 
alone in attaching importance to your character ; 
the figure which you will make at Pau will be 
entirely inconsistent with it, and I assure you, 
that this idea distresses me extremely. Once 
more. Madam, only weigh well all I say to you 
as coming from a sincere friend, captivated with 
your merit, and who will bear witness to the last, 
that you have for four years conducted yourself in 
as able and correct a manner as could be desired. 
I can take upon me no responsibility. I know 
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the injustice of mankind and the cabal which 
appears to exist against you. All this would be 
trifling if their Catholic Majesties could continue 
where they are. You are very good in saying a 
word about the devout Bishop whom I have lost j 
the project you contemplate, and which you con- 
ceal from me, will make you perhaps one day 
feel how great a treasure it is to have a faithful 
friend to aid you in the only pursuit worthy of 
your attention in this life. All our wounded are 
going on well now ; they have caused us great 
uneasiness. The Duke de Quiche has arrived 
at Paris ; Marshal de Villars is expected in the be- 
ginning of November ; I could wish him at Ver- 
sailles, in order to have the advice of Mareschal : 
such a man is worth preserving. 


/ 


LETTER CXXXVIIl. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, November 4th, 1709. 

As the King of Spain has proposed to his 
council what he wished to do for M. Amelot, 
our King having communicated what was re- 
quired to his advisers, it is there that the exclu- 
sion has arisen. All has fallen upon the ambas- 
sador; .it does not occur to me that anything 
has been said about you. In other respects I do 
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not presume to defend what has passed upon that 
subject. I know» not how to speak against what 
I thmk, and what I think ought not to be spoken. 
I wish sincerely that what you have written to 
me may have been some solace to you ; and al- 
though I am overwhelmed with troubles, I would 
take your griefs also, were it possible; I am 
accustomed to live upon poison. You are not so 
circumstanced*; your presence is necessary to 
their Catholic Majesties, and I am no longer of 
use here. I fear very much lest the rest of your 
life may be embittered ; every thing seems to 
contribute to it ; but you have a happy disposi- 
tion, fortitude, an elevated mind, and a secret 
project, which, if I mistake not, transcends all 
these qualities : it is not therefore too much, from 
all these combined, to imagine you may yet live 
in society, and with the great, to share their afflic- 
tions, to endure their persecutions, consider your 
own troubles as light in comparison with what 
you feel on their account, and bear it with cheer- 
fulness to the hour of dissolution. How unhappy 
are those .who do not look forward to an eternal 
reward ! You unbosom yourself to me, — I do 
the same. I should very much fear, for more 
than one reason, to be with you again in the dark 
room, where you bore the fever with so much 
gentleness and patience; but you know greater 
evils that must be patiently endured. -.-^ 

No, Madam, Mons has not been relieved, and 
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whatever loss the enemy may have sustained, we 
are still worse off than they ai?e, and the want of 
money and bread were obstacles to the move- 
ments which our army might have made. We 
are at this moment a little better off respecting 
corn ; some importations have taken place from 
abroad^ and bread has fallen the two last market- 
days. 

We expect the Elector of Bavaria here on 
Thursday : he. wished to see the King incognito, 
merely for a moment ; this was his first idea, but 
a hunting party is now proposed, and a little play 
in the saloon. Versailles must be seen ; all this 
will absorb time ; the Dauphin wants him to see 
Meuden; he is to return by Chantilly^ Our 
wounded are on their return. Plans are already 
formed here to sow dissensions among our gene- 
rals during the winter. The conversation of the 
court ladies is but too well calciilated to produce 
this effect. 


LETTER CXXXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, November 17th, 1709. 

MoNs has not been relieved, because the want, 
of bread impeded the march of the troops that it 
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was necessary to make in order to harrass the 
enemy; this is what is said, and I repeat it to 
you like a parrot, without understanding it. 

Marshal de Boufflers has returned more. than 
satisfied with the bravery of the army : he even 
compares our soldiers to the Romans, and says 
that they will do wonders if properly led. It is 
not me. Madam, who has persuaded M. Amelot ; 
it is because he sees the real state of our affairs, 
and possesses too much candour not to tell you 
the truth, though it should displease you. The 
zçal you have for their Catholic Majesties makes 
you forget your own country ; and yet the state 
in which it now is would fill you with grief if you 
were nearer the scene of calamity. We are ex* 
pecting the Duke de Noailles every moment: 
there is a total deficiency of all the means neces- 
sary for carrying his project into effect, and in 
consequence of this, he found it impossible to do 
what would have been extremely useful. Mar- 
shal de Villars is at Paris, and will be here in two 
days ; there is . reason to hope that he will be 
able to serve in the next campaign. 
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LETTER CXL- 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cy r, November 25th, 1 709. . 

I DO not know the meaning of all this, and 
whether it is an irony to tell me that I have ex- 
plained to you the meaning of the letter of M. de 
Bergheitz. I have always told you my thoughts; 
I think you have nothing to do but to await the 
King's orders, who, till now, does not appear to 
wish to quit their Catholic Majesties. The return 
of M. Amelot, with which you so much reproach 
us, had been a long time solicited by himself. 1 
feel great regret at not daring to show your letter; 
it is so much above my capacity, that I am very 
sorry it was only written for my own perusal, for 
I am convinced that your reasons would make a 
great impression. 
y You need not scold me any more about peace, 
it is out of the question, and war is only thought 
of; God grant that the means of continuing it 
may be as feasible as you think ! I have only seen 
Marshal de Villars for a moment, he said, *' We 
must have peace, madam, if possible, cost what 
it will: but if our enemies refuse it, we must 
continue the war as well as we can, and I am 
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ready to devote my life and exertions to the 
king's service." I have already told you, that 
M. Desmaretz has seen and examined the me- 
morial which has passed through the hands of 
M. de Villeroi ; it is full of sound reasoning and 
comprehensive views, but the minister says that 
it turns upon a false principle, and that there is 
not at present five hundred individuals in France 
who could lend the King the sum mentioned 
in it. 

The truth is, that the government of a great 
kingdom is not to be changed from one day to ^ 

another : a financial measure cannot be adopted 
without the comptroller-general, and he cannot 
act without being convinced of its success ; it is 
very difficult to adopt other expedients. 1 have 
seen well informed men, who are convinced that 
the troops ought to be withdrawn from Spain, 
in order to show the enemy that we are sincerely 
desirous of peace. I have heard it maintained 
by others, that the troops should not be with- 
drawn from Spain, but on signing the treaty. I 
have heard a man of great judgment say, that 
the most important service which could be ren- 
dered to the King of Spain, would be to withdraw 
the French troops, as the only means of attaching 
the Spaniards to their King, and that an union 
between the two nations should never have been 
attempted ; conceive the effect of such a diversity . 
of opinions upon the mind of one who. had passed 
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her sixtieth year, when she begaln to hear public 
affairs discussed. 

I admit the possibility of all the miracles men- 
tioned in your letter, and that but for the famine 
we might still expect a more fortunate campaign. 
Preparations are making for it, as much as the 
scarcity of money and com will permit, and I 
shall always await with confidence some miracle 
in favour of Spain ; if meritorious actions could 
deserve any thing at the hands of God, I should 
say that the innocence and virtue of the King and 
Queen merit a recompense. I dare not risk show- 
ing your letters ; they do not like here that women 
should talk of public affairs, and if I cannot serve 
you as much as 1 could wish, I must at least en- 
deavour not to render you a disservice. 

How can you say that God rs not against us 
when he visits us with a winter unexampled for a 
hundred and five years, which freezes all the corn 
and the vines, that spares no fruit, and kills all the 
trees ! the olive trees of Provence and Languedoc, 
the chesnut trees of Limousin, and the walnut trees 
throughout France, are ruined for many years to 
come ; we see the poor dying with hunger, with- 
out being able to relievp them, because our lands 
are no longer productive, and the charities of the 
King are no longer distributjpd : such. Madam, is . 

our present situation. 1 
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LETTER CXLL 


TO THE SAM£. 


Saint Cyr, January 25th^ 1710. 

Marshal de Villars causes himself to be car- 
ried everywhere ; he had yesterday evening a tête- 
a-tête of two hours with the King at my house. 
The courtiers will know more exactly than myself 
the length of his visit, for they have the boldness 
to envy the marks of esteem which are bestowed 
upon a man who is deserving of them. 

The. more the last battle is understood, the 
more it becomes evident that Heaven is against 
us ; we can scarcely doubt but that it would have 
been won, if Marshal de Villars had not been 
wounded, and that the army would have been lost 
without the fine retreat of Marshal de BoufBers. 

It is true that I have abstained from touching 
upon Spanish affairs, since you have set me the 
example, and M. Amelot is returned. I had only 
attended to them for the purpose of witnessing 
your conduct to each other: after the orders 
which you received from the King in my room, I 
have cause to fear, lest you should be treated 
with as much rudeness as you had been before 
that time ; but as I have already said, the people 
here cannot bear that women should meddle with 
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public affairs, and no zeal or attachment can 
justisfy them : but I am not less interested for 
the health of the King and Queen ; I ardently 
wish them to remain upon the throne of Spain 
on any conditions, and that we may have a very 
disadvantageous peace, not to call it disgraceful, 
(for I cannot admit that,) when we yield to the 
necessity which famine has reduced us to sacri- 
ficing our glory and predilection for the safety of 
the people, who are perishing with hunger, and 
ready to revolt through despair. 

I do not know M. de Isberville, nor precisely 
to what his mission related ; but I know that 
from his first despatches he wrote wonders about 
the King of Spain, and as to the Queen every 
body is agreed on her merits. 


LETTER CXLIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, February 3rd, 1710. 

I THINK that you are in an illusion respecting 
the situation of the Archduke. Grant, however, 
that you may be more correct than myself! It is 
an undisputed truth that all those who are at- 
tached to our two K ings are greatly to be pitied ; 
I cannot believe that their hearts will ever be 
disunited. 
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You know that I am a great admirer of M. de 
Bergheitz, nevertheless I can scarcely compre- 
hend his eagerness tq get you out of Spain. You 
have no occasion for all your eloquence, to prove 
to me that you have fulfilled your duties towards 
the two Kings whom you have served ; I have 
been partly a witness, and I can judge of the rest. 
I have nothing new to mention upon that subject; 
the King has not changed his opinions ; he leaves 
you to be the mistress of your conduct, and you 
will act just as you please ; but depend upon 
it, that you are very much mistaken when you 
think we complain too much : we may have been 
premature in our complaints, but we are now at 
the last extremity. 

All Paris hopes and looks for peace, because the 
negotiators are named : but I see nothing yet 
which can flatter our hopes, except that we are so 
reduced as to be forced to wish for peace upon 
any terms. 


LETTER CXLIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, February 16th, 1710. 

We get accustomed to everything, since we 
can habituate ourselves to sadness ; I am in this 
mood at present ; I look forward to no more joy^ 
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and do not even aspire to it ; I feel, however, a 
little more confidence, that God will not over- 
throw the greatest monarchies of Europe. 

You know that I have always hoped for some 
miracle in favour of their Catholic Majesties. I 
think them so agreeable to God, that I cannot 
conceive he will abandon them. From the ac- 
count which M. d' Isberville has rendered to the 
King, your affairs are in a better condition than 
our own ; it is some time since I told you that I 
was less afil^cted at the state of affairs than the 
disposition of the public mind. I have seen only 
despair, murmurs, exaggerated complaints and 
discouragement. I am not surprised that ac- 
counts are sent to Madrid, that our generals will 
not serve, since they wish to persuade us of it 
here, notwithstanding all that the doctors, the 
surgeons, and they themselves say. Marshal 
d'Harcourt is at Bourbon ; the journey alone has 
been of service- to him ; I hope much from the 
waters ; he is rather afiiicted with fits of melan- 
choly, which gives me the greatest cause of 
uneasiness on. his account. Marshal de Villars 
is gay, lively, full of spirits, and in very good 
health, causing himself to be carried everywhere ; 
his wound will close very soon. 

The King of England came here yesterday with 
the Princess, to pay a visit to our King and the 
court, upon the birth of the Duke d'Anjou : he 
also saw Marshal de Villars. The Queen did not 


MADAME DE MAINÏENON. 


«83 


come : she has the fever almost contmually ; I 
should think she would sink under it, were it not 
for my own experience that it may be supported 
for many years, even in a more advanced age than 
that of the Queen ; every one dies when it pleases 
God ; I see no other rule by which we depart this 
life. I am afflicted at not being able to render 
any service to this great Queen, whose situation 
is more entitled to pity than I can describe to 
you. 


LETTER CXLIV. 


TO THE SAME. 

Saint Cyr, March 4th, IflO. 

Yes, Madam, I take the part of praying to God 
for the success of the armies of our Kings, and of 
leaving to politicians the care of discovering where i 
our true interests lay. 

You know that I have had a great confidence 
in the virtue of their Catholic Majesties, and I still 
pdulge the hope that miracles will come to their 
aid. It is true that what has lately taken place 
at Madrid is a great proof of the protection of 
God. Nothing else was spoken of yesterday at 
Marly, and we are impatient to know whether 
many people have been found in the confidence 
of the Duke de Medina Cœli. The oQswer of 
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the Duke of Ossune gives us a great idea of his 
merit, and of the goodness of the King, whose con- 
duct in the whole affair has been admirable. 

I have too often fancied to myself your fare- 
well visit to the Queen, not to have afforded me 
the pleasure I derive from the idea of your return 
into her presence. Does Spanish gravity already 
prevent the Prince of Asturias from embracing ? 
for I am not very well satisfied at his having 
only given you his hand to kiss ; but it is right to 
conform to the customs of other countries ; and I 
do not admire ours sufiiciently, to wish that all 
the world should imitate them. 

I no longer feel the languishing state of my 
health — more important objects occupy me. 
Douay is besieged, and may be taken before our 
army is in the field ; when that takes place, they 
talk of fighting a great battle. Our enemies are 
superior, and puffed up with their victories : 
Prince Eugene and M. de Marlborough ride 
about upon their borrowed horses : all this might 
sadden a person more inclined to joy than I have 
been for several years. 
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LETTER CXLV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint^Cyr, March 17th, 1710. 

I RECEIVED, the day before yesterday, your 
two letters, one dated the 24th ult. and the other 
the 4th instant, both convincing me of your reso- 
lution to quit Spain. You will see that the King 
will not approve of it, and that I had been 
better informed than M. de Bergheitz, when I 
assured you that he did not desire it, and that he 
should leave you to act as you please, after you 
have consulted the opinion of the King and Queen, 
as to whether your separation was necessary. 

If I do not give you my advice, it is because I 
can give you none that is > good, and because I 
am convinced your own ideas are more correct 
than mine ; the state of our affairs is also such as 
to baffle every project that is formed. Such are 
my reasons ; you do not appear disposed to at- 
tach much credit to them, but they are not the 
less sincere, and you can never alienate me from 
you. 

The project of Pau appeared to me very ra- 
tional and dignified : I do not know your motives 
for allowing yourself to be led by M. de Berg- 
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heitz, who wishes to remove you so far from their 
Catholic Majesties, that you may never rejoin 
them ; scarcely any case of difficulty has, how- 
ever, occurred, in which you have not afforded 
great consolation to them. 

I am not born for the transports of joy to which 
you allude ; I am very glad to see the Duchess of 
Burgundy has two sons, and that she has been 
extricated from a most unpleasant accouchement ; 
but I am not transported to see a Duke of An- 
jou ; I am still less so on seeing plenipotentiaries 
in Flanders, who can only make a bad peace or 
an unfortunate war. Everybody at Versailles 
are of the same opinion as myself upon this sub- 
ject, so that there is no probability of my letters 
becoming very amusing ; such as they are, you 
shall have as many as you please : and as for my- 
self I prefer receiving your letters, though they 
should be somewhat barren, than not hearing at 
all. 

How can you wish the. King to signify to you 
what you have to do on quitting Spain, when 
you leave it without his permission, or without 
telling him the reasons which determine you to 
take this step ? I am not surprised at the King 
and Queen being affected at your departure ; they 
will feel still more sensibly the happiness of hav- 
ing possessed you, when they shall have lost you ; 
if the Prince of Asturias were older he would be 
very much afflicted by it. 
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I have sent your letter to Marshal de Villeroî ; 
he wished to see me before I answered it, and 
proposed that I should stop the courier, but I da 
not feel myself of sufficient importance to adopt 
this step. I am under considerable obligations 
to the Cardinal de la Tremoille ; he has taken 
great pains for the Bishop of Chartres: our 
affairs meet with difficulties at Rome, as well as 
elsewhere : he has [surmounted everything, and 
obtained concessions which could not have been 
expected in times like these. 


LETTER CXLVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, April 7th, 1710. 

I DO not know what our real interests should 
make you wish for, as to the success of the cam- 
paign which his Catholic Majesty is about ta 
commence ; but I have read with great pleasure 
the detail of the arrangement that has been made, 
and the hopes that you conceive of.it. 

There is nobody here who speaks well of our 
affairs, and our enemies continue to decry them 
less than ourselves ; it is still affirmed that Mar- 
shal d'Harcourt will not serve : in the meaik 
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time he has sent to the King, to say that he in- 
tends to take the waters, and repose himself till it 
is time for him to proceed to Germany, and that he 
will then repair to the army without coming here. 
The same courtiers affirm that Marshal de Villars 
will not serve : he has gone to Paris for the 
purpose of entering the parliament ; from thence 
he proceeds to Villars, where he will try to mount 
on horseback ; he strongly maintains that he will 
be able to head the army towards the end of 
May. It is true that the eiiemy are sufficiently 
active to make us fear they may do many things 
before that time. 


LETTER CXLVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, May, 17th 1710. 

I HAVE great difficulty in believing that your 
presence in Spain can do harm, and that your 
absence could be advantageous to the affairs of 
their Catholic Majesties ; I was delighted when 
I saw that Providence arranged it otherwise, and 
I heartily wish you may never quit the Queen. 
I could not peruse what you wrote to me respect- 
ing this separation without the greatest emotion ; 
I always hoped that so much virtue would not 
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go unrewarded^ and I doubt not but the Queen 
will obtain absolution for her too great attachment 
to the Prince of Asturias* I think the Marquis 
de Cailus very fortunate^ and that he has profited 
by' his disgrace ; I am very glad that he serves 
with the Marquis de Bay, who appears to be an 
able oiBcer. You may easily conceive that I 
shall not fail to show this passage of your letter 
to Madame de Cailus, who stands very high at 
court ; although à little too fat, she is as pretty as 
ever. It is true that the Duke of Savoy no 
longer makes any noise, nor is there anything 
more said of his devotion. But apropos of de- 
votion, we have a devotee at court who is be- 
ginning to assume that character, though there 
has been a wish to conceal it ; I allude to the 
Princess de Conti, who from present appearances 
will no longer deny it. 

The King of England has left St. Germains in 
very good spirits, but in an indifferent state of 
health ; the Queen, his mother, and the Princess, 
are going to Chaillot to-day, to remain there two 
months. Though permanently stationed in 
France, Marshal de Berwick will set out for 
Flanders, in case there should be any probability 
of a battle there ; if not, he will return to Dau- 
phiny. The siege of Douay continues ; there is 
a great desire to relieve it, if the garrison can 
hold out till our army takes the field. 

We shall have Madame de Vendôme here to- 

vot. I. u 


29Q LITTERS OF 

morrow : she comes tb pay her respects to thé 
King ; the marriage took placé at Sceaux, where 
many particulars have tmaspired of the sloven- 
liness of M. de Vendôme, of his astonishment, at 
having put on two clean shirts in one day, and of 
his embarrassment at having some point lace on 
the breast of that which was given him to put oa 
at night. It is said his wife is very heat in her 
person ; I know not whether this is done for the 
purpose of improving these stories by contrast. > 
Should it please Heaven not to overwhelnx yoti 
this summer, it appears to me that we might ren- 
der you some assistance towards the end of the 
campaign ; but this is only the offspring of iny 
own brain, and deserves little attention. Our 
plenipotentiaries neither return or do any thing. 
All nations, friends and enemies, willingly hope 
for peace, although there is no longer any appear^ 
ance of its taking place. 


LETTER CXLVIIL 


TO THE SAME» 


Saint Cyr, May 25th, 1710. 

You are right to be anxious respecting the^ 
siege of Douay, which is sure of being captured* 
and the result must be very disastrous^ The 
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jeq^my of the enemy increases every day by tke 
irpops which join it from all quarters, and their 
e&trenchmeiits before Douay are as strong as if we 
had the superii»ity. Marshal de Villars does his 
best; but we hear from his attendants that he 
suffers much when he gets on horseback. Mar- 
shal de Berwick has ^gone into Flanders to com- 
jtnand a wing of the army, in the erent of a battle 
taking place, and about which everybody is so 
anxious ; this is indeed a ppint of great impoit- 
Buce. Our Duke de Noailles is gone ; he will 
have so few troops that it is not likely he can do 
much ; in this hopeless case, he would hai^e gose 
to Flanders, 

It is certain that your afiairs are in every re- 
jipect much better than ours ; there have been iso 
many iiisastrous incidents, that I should despair 
if I did . not reco^ise the hand of that power 
.who wishes to punish France. You will scarcely 
believe that it is I who console the Duchess of 
Burgundy, and that her uneasinpss is greater than 
mine. Her husband has made strong representa- 
tions to the King» for permission to go into Flan- 
ders, but in vain ; the King does not think it 
proper to incur fresji risks. What will you say 
of Cardinal de Bouillon's having passed over to 
the èiiemy and written to the King, sending him 
i>acktbe order 'of the Holy Ghost, which he al- 
ways wore concealed on his person through re- 
j^p^t â»r the oath which he had taken; th^it ha 
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resumes his quality of prince and sovereign ; 
that God only is his superior, and that he is going 
to assume the highest dignity after that of the 
Divinity ? If. I do not express myself very 
clearly, I assure you that he is still more ambi- 
guous, and that I haye not seen a more nefarious 
communication under all the circumstances of 
our situation : his family is greatly to be pitied, 
but it does not appear disposed to take any part 
in his folly, 

M, de Vendôme is very well satisfied with his 
marriage ; he is delighted with his wife's clever- 
ness, and consults her in all his affairs ; he has 
settled the whole of her own property upon her 
by the marriage contract. The Duke intends to 
be more assiduous at court, and wishes that 
Madame de Vendôme should always be there. 
I have all this from the Princess herself, who apr 
pears to entertain a warm friendship towards"^you. 


LETTER CXLIX, 


TO THE. SAME» 


Marly, Jmie 2nd, 1710. . 

There will be no battle, Madam^ to save 
Douay : the want of money, which is our ruin, 
has prevented us from assembling the anây isoçn 
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enough; the enemy has had time to intrench 
himiself, and as the military say, it would be to : 
break our heads against stone walls to attack 
them, posted as they are. You may readily con- 
ceive where all this will lead ; the consequences 
of the war are terrible — the conditions of peace 
are frightful : we must be silent and invoke 
heaven. It is true that the affairs of Spain ap^ 
pear to be somewhat better, and we cannot too 
much admire the conduct of their Catholic Ma- 
jesties; but they, are not happy in our present 
condition, in which they participate in more than 
one respect. It is, however, impossible to discuss 
this matter, much less foresee where the giand 
drama will end. 


LETTER CL. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, June 9th, 1710. 

You accused me of viewing affairs too much 
on their gloomy side, and yet everybody is now 
of my opinion. I am pretty well satisfied with 
my own fortitude: and as there is scarcely any- 
thing new to me, I am not surprised at what 
happens every day. I foresaw that DouayA 
would fall as soon as it was attacked by a power- 
ful army, which was in every respect provided 
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v(ï%h the metLn& of slicôeeding^ whâst durs could? 
nsÉt také the field for waat of monej and sabd»f> 
eHœe; but at last it has assemHed, and Is m 
excellent condition ; wants notiiiiig^ and! displays^ 
th« best spirh. It is very inferior to that of the 
enemy, which is entrenched with asmuchpre** 
cautkm as if they feared us as much as we fear 
Lthem. M* d'Albergoti makes a brave defeiïeê* 
The Marshals de Villars^, Berwick, aïid de Mon- 
tesquieu, have tried every megmj^, without finding 
an opening by which they can throw in succours ;" 
and they are all of thé same opiMiôn^ thù^h 
different as to their tempers^ Maàishal de Ber-^ 
>iirick is going into Dauphiny, where the campaign 
is about to open. It is said that the Duke of 
Savoy will command this year. 

We are going to have a wedding. Madam, — a 
very important one ; it will be celebrated without 
joy or expense. The Prince and Princess will 
remain as they are, without dowries or a home. 
One maid of honour and one of the bedchamber 
will compose the suite of the Duchess de Berri. 
Everything else is suspended till peace^ — this 
frightful peace, — this peace, more afflicting thao^ 
war, and which I have for a long time told y^JL 
should see without consolation» 

I am perfectly aware that the sit,uatioii ifii 
which the Duke de Noailles finds himself, gives ^ 
great superiority to tho Arciduke, and bofiie»' 
the projects of his Catholic Majesty. Qod ftloùdi 
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knows how all this will end. Happy are those 

• * 

who quit the scene before this denouement^ like 
the Duchess de la Vallibre, who has at length 
terminated hei* penitence! The Princess de 
Conti> who saw her in her last moment», i» 
gtetttly afflicted' by this event i 


LETTER CLI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, Jape 15th, 17i0. 

You will have been informed that after having 
for six days endeavoured to find some feasible 
point by which the enemy might be attacked, 
our generals in Flanders concurred that it was 
impossible to relieve Douay. We shall there- 
fore soon hear of the reduction of this place. 
M. d'Alb;ergoti has made a most spirited defence. 
Grant that he may obtain such terms as will 
enable him to serve again ! for he is one of the 
best officers the King has. After the capture of 
Doxtay we shall have fresh anxieties on account 
of ibis biattle, which it is thought is indispensible 
to fight on the first enterprise which the enemy 
shall attempt* Marshal de Berwick is expected 
every day hwe on bis way to Dauphiny. Mar-' 
shal Villara is much inconvenienced whenever he 
mounts his horse, which he has occasion to d«r 
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very often» so that it is to be îe^eà we shall 
lose the general. This would be a great misr 
fortune. 

God grant that your miquelets may continue 
în their present mood I I cannot help offering 
up prayers for you, although we have till now 
reason to believe that we cannot both prosper at 
the same time. 

I had not heard that the disgrace of the Duke 
de Medina Cœli was laid to your account ; but 
everybody thinks it strange that no cause for it 
has transpired. You had referred me to the 
King for information on this matter, but it ap- 
peared that he knew no more about it than 
myself. It is this mystery which excites such 
mtense curiosity, and which gives rise to so 
many surmises as to the real cause. 


LETTER' CLIL 


TO THE SAM£« 


Saint Cyr, Jtme 22d, I7ia 

Thebe will be no battle. Madam, for the relief 
of Douay. All our generals have found . it im-^ 
possible to force the enemy's entrenchments ; but 
when the place is taken, which cannot be far^ 
distant, our anxieties will return for the reasons 
which you mention. 
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It is tr^e that the afiairs of his Catholic Majesty 
appear to me at present, in a favourable state ; 
but they cannot continue so when ours ,are eq 
bad ; nor can they, be retrieved withiout à miracle^ 
; We have an army .that wahts for nothings 
thanks to the great care of Desibarets and M». de^ 
Voisin; but it is weak, and the enemy is daily 
strengthening theirs. 

Proceedings are instituted, against Cardinal do 
BouillG»!^ He is at present in the enemy's aitny^ 
There is great es:asperatû)n against him, and alt 
his family ; but the King shews much kmdneas'td 
the Duke de Bouillon. 


LETTER CLIIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, Jtqie 29âi, 1710» : 

But for the ]^stscript of your letter it would 
have reminded me of those' rdmancés v^hicb 
always break off in the most interesting place;. I 
tibwHight you unkind for announcing (he proba* 
bility of a battle of which \([e have been a long timet 
esqpecting the issue; but M. de Stharemberg 
did not wish for one, and X . think we ought to; 
i[iEgc!ice at the circumstance» for we are out of the 
good graces of fortune. I am quite over)oye4^ 
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that thé ^éèn faâfi wâ been ke^ lo&igf in niis* 
pense. OThe siege: o£ Douay has giveï^ uâ^ somc^ 
repose, and even longer than Mve could have ex^ 
pected;^ bût it is taken at lasM:. M. d'Âlbergôtl 
l>est a. parley when the King ordered hit», and 
has obtained an honourable capitulation. As to 
the garri^pn, it perforn]^ed wonders. The Duke 
de Mortemart greatly distingttished himself ; Mi- 
dé Ferrague hae^ aldo acquired much honour. M, 
de Dreux, son-ih-^laW of M. Chaimlla#d, was 
woiiisded^ but not dangerously^ M. d^Albergoti 
beld JDuttblree times longer than it was though 
he could. Marshal Villars is endeavouring to 
cover Arras and Cambray, and to take a position 
where the enemy cannot attack liim, without 
great disadvantage. They have lost many men 
before Douay ; but they «till continue superior in 
numbers. There is great desertion in our 
cavalry, though it isr provided with everything. 

The conclusion of the siege of Douay, and our 
aniÊiéiys as to what the enemy means to do, has 
^own ôiif Prmcess back into her fbrmer me&n- 
choly^ of which ^he had been À Itttle^ better for 
slome dsrp^; 

-xiCbrant that àPrîneie' âfo worthy t^ i^^ign, and? 
subjects to affectionàte,^ my never be sop wated !• 
One cannot so well see how this niiishis to be^ 
accomplished ^ biit ii is imposable to withhold it^ 
while we are waiting! till Providence decide^ th^ 
(^iiest^on.^ . . / ; i ^ .. V 
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LETTER CLIV. 


*ro mi: samb. 


It id sftid that the eûetty intetided fftarchmg 
yesterday, vnih ^ view of attacking ont army/ 
Othet^ tàkik that if they find us well enfrencbeul, 
they iÊAy te^tn ^betr atte^tioi): to tt sie^e, ftnd we^ 
shatt hâve everything to begin tLg^n. We^thmîf 
êù dififerently upon piiblic affitirii that I do not 
Bke Uy write to you about them. Yoti tJtint that 
we do nothing oi moment, and we really do a 
great deal, considering how we are situated on 
all sides. I am well convinced rf yon were here^ 
y^ would change your opinion; But the truth 
h, Madam, you are both French t& well as 
àpattisb, and on whateter side you turn yourself 
1 do Miôt Ainkyim are much at your eai^e. 
' The Duke de .NoaîUes & in despair at not 
being able to^ do anything;- his only object at 
present is to keep possesinon of the country which 
is under his protection, and this intention little 
suits a man of his enterprising spirit. He also is 
in w&nt of subsistence for his very small army. 

I do not doubt of the wonders which the King 
of Spain is likely to perform; but I am afraid 
they will be useless s^ainst a general who will 
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not show himself. The hot weather will set in ; 
it will be necessary to take rest, and we shall 
thus be wasted by di^ees on every side. 

The defence of M. d'Albergoti is praised by 
every one; nor has it bçen t;l^ought sufficiently 
recompensed by the blue ribband, and the govern- 
ment pf San-Louis, 

The Queen of England did not chpos^i ta come 
to the wedding, nor to the supper ; she prefer^ 
saying her prayers at Chaillpt* *Thç battle hips- 
given her much uneastness; about the. King, her^ 
son, who is almost continually afflicted wjth a 
fever and bad health. To-morrow the Queen 
will come to Versailles, to visit tfibse to whom she 
has been accustomed to pay this honour. The 
Duchess has not appeared, being yet ia t)ie first 
year of her mourning. 

The campaign is as yet but little advanced^ 
considering all we have to fear> and money 
becomes scarcer every day.^ But why should 1 
trouble you with my complaints;^ whçn you are 
overwhelmed with your own,^ and have also, to 
support your Queen ? How cnjej it woul4 hav« 
l^^çn if you had left her ! ; : . 
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LETTER CLV. 


TO l^HE 3AME* 


Saint Cyr, August 3cl, 1710, 

* Peace is out of the question^ and I hope yoiT^ 
will scold me les^ for the future. War is seriously 
thought of; the King labours Mrith M. Desma-? 
retz and M. de Voisin, to ascertain the sum which 
the former can furnish, and the purposes to which 
the latter will appropriate it. He has resolved 
to cuttail superfluous expences, and defer various 
payments, in order to devote all to the prosecut 
tion of the war. .This occupation with the minis- 
ters will take place every week. We have/ 
learnt that the Duke of Savoy had received thei 
sacrament, and it was intended to be conôealed 
from the Duchess of Burgundy, but she is better 
informed than ourselves. Her mother wrote to 
her to say that it was the custom of Turin to 
receive the host on the second or third days of 
sickness ; that they had brought it to his Royal 
Highness at three o'clock in the morning, which 
caused it to be rumoured everywhere that he lyas 
on the point of death ; but it is oilly the youQg 
Prince who continues indisposed. 

Marshal de Villars has made la movement^ 
which was intended to induce the çnemy to^ ^v^^ 
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us battle, but they have cut ravines, and as thef 
position our army has taken up is very good, it 
is going to entrench itself. 

The English have landed twelve hundred men 
at Cette and Beziers. The Duke de Noailles 
having been informed of it, took upon himself, 
without any fartlier orders, to proceed to the 
point of attack . ivithout delay, TJie King is 
highly pleased with his zeal, ^d thinks this 
descent will be of no importance. 

It seems to mè that the Duke de Noailles ha$ 
set out in the hope of having troops at Ûïb end of 
ihe campaign, to undertake the siege of Giromu 
Everything that has taken place since, should 
hasten the execution of this project* We must 
wait till the snows are upon the mountains of 
DaupMny, for tlie enemy are very active, and 
fihov^ themselves in every direction. Marshal de 
Berwick does not as yet appear to have been 
much embarrassed. 

f .V. August 44. 

' Yesterday a courier brought us intelligence 
that the enemy had re-èttibarked at Cette* The 
)uke de Noailles had marched some troops there 
witli incredible celerity. There are three or four 
hundred prisoners, besides many who were killed 
or drpwned; in thé retreat. You may easily 
imagine that I am not insensible to this service, 
or to the fact of its having been rendered by the 
Diike dé Jîoailles. 
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LETTER. ÇLVh 


TO 7HB flAMEv 


,. J 


Versailles» August 10th, 1710. 

To all appearance we shall l^ave no battle, as 
the enemy did not seek it in the last movement 
of Marshal Villari^. It is said that Prince Eugene 
wished for one, but that it was opposed hy. the 
Butch* It is out of my power. Madam, to ^^e 
an opinion as to the union of the two monarchies. 
We have some very intelligent men heré^ who 
think it will never be si^ffered by. tàé àilîiesi 
Grant heaven that the King may adopt tiie wial3st 
course ! You have no idea 4>f our situation. : 
■ You will have learnt that the Duke de Nôaflteis^ 
has been in Languedoc. You may see by Hm 
how much troops are wanted in all' quarters. M. 
de Roquelaure would have -been glad to have 
retained those that were sent to him so season^ 
ably ; but my general took them biack as qiiick 
as they had come. I hope they will give him 
some more to enable him to do somethiiig in 
Spainl 

Marshal de Berwick refused to send any tro^^ps 
to .M. de Roquelaure, and says that hé Imd 
enough to do on every side with the enemy iiir 
Daupfainy. It is. .very fortunate that there /hat 


been no revolt in Languedoc, though ît contains 
60 much disaffection, and the heat being still 
excessively gre^t there. 


LETTER CLVIL 


TO THE ÔAME. 


; : Saint Cyr, August 24th, 1710. 

..It is; rumoured that thé King of Spain has 
beaten; ]\I'. de Stharemberg, and that the field of 
battle : xemained in: posseission of his Majesty; 
evfen th^ihmates of Saint Cyr have been rejojc- 
ieg at thé: ne\i^s ; the Duchess of Burgundy does 
iHittell me what the Queen of Spain has written 
to her.on: the subject, and I was rather surprised 
thèt. there was nothing about it in your own 
letter* ' •• . . ' 

/ We have at last heard that the Spanish troop^ 
were in disorder, and that the King of Spain 
had on this occasion only acquired a glory of 
ifi^hich he had no need, but .which it is always as 
well to increase; the accounts we have seen* 
ppeajc'highly of his intrepidity, lam delighted 
that the lilarquis de Bay is near the King's per^ 
son ; it seems to me he is fortunate : I know that 
his! M^eàty> is subject to the vapours^ but I 
thought his appetite was good ; he is young, how-* 
«V€ir,:4mâ will soon be able ta rcrestablish hift 
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health. I understand that the Queen is full of 
inquietude on various subjects^ and that you 
partake of them very sensibly^ notwithstanding 
the apparent composure with which you have 
always ispoken to me concerning her Majesty. 

Bethune continues to be defended with great 
spirit ; it cannot, however, hold out long. It is 
doubted whether the enemy dare attempt the 
siege of Aire, owing to its being in an excellent 
state of defence, and that the campaign is already 
far advanced. 


LETTER CLVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, November 10th, 1710. 

I HAVE already told you, whatever you may 
write to me, that I shall always respect your grief, 
and partake of your sufferings, notwithstanding 
the offensive irony with which your letters abound. 

If our ministers reason badly; it is not my fault. 
I have little more to do with public affairs than 
to be much afflicted at passing events; and I 
dare venture to assert that this is the only error 
with which I have to reproach myself. 

Would to God that their Catholic Majesties 
may have a peace which may leave them some- 
thing ! For to imagine that the enemy will allow 
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Spain to^ remain in the hands of a French prince, 
is an.idea that appears chimerical in this country. 
But to quit politics, which are not my forte, might 
I présume to conjure you to prevent, as much as 
possible, any serious misunderstanding between 
our Kings? for this would be a great calamity. 

You do not know the state of France ; , and I 
agree that I do not deserve to be considered as a 
proper authority, since you have always suspected 
me of indulging panic terrors ; but I am surprised 
that you will not believe Marshal da Villeroi and 
M, Amelot, who are both too sincere and well 
informed to tell you otherwise. 

The memorial which you sent to Marshal de 
Villeroi has been returned to me ; I have given it 
to M. Desmaretz, who has found it full of liberal 
and enlarged views ; having kept it long enough to 
be enabled to appreciate its contents ; he has at 
length informed me that it is impracticable, and 
that the person by whom it has been drawn up 
does not think our affairs in so bad a situation as 
they really are. 

It is no longer doubted here, that if the Arch- 
duke dies, the Duke of Savoy will take his place^ 
and with much more activity; everything we 
see is in such extremes, that the time is come 
when it would not be too much to hope for a 
miracle. 

The Elector has been at Marly ; every one has 
run after him with French levity ; I believe I am 
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the only person who has not seen him. I was 
in my bed with all the leisure requisite to make 
reflections on the condition of the greater part of 
the European princes. The whole court has 
been very well satisfied with the Elector, and I 
think he must be equally so with the reception 
he has met with, although observing a strict 
incognito. The l>uchess of Burgundy was fore- 
most in her attentions, and we have already heard 
that she is delighted with him. As soon as he 
appeared in the saloon, which he entered along 
with the King, he recognised her by her fine com- 
plexion. I was the more vain of this, as the 
Princess of Gonti was close to the Duchess ; the 
former wished to appear in a scarf, on account of 
of her pregnancy, and in a deshabille, which does 
not at all become her. I prevailed upon her with 
tnuch difficulty to dress and put on her orna- 
ments : I confess I was greatly surprised at the 
change this produced in her appearance, for she 
did not seem to have been more than five months 
in the above state ; she has a very good face, 
and looked extremely well, though covered with 
red and white. The Princess renewed an old 
acquaintanûe with the Elector, who, however, 
maintained that she could no longer recollect 
him, but she told him they had met in the cabi- 
net of her mother, and that he counterfeited the 
Emperor. 
The Queen of England has experienced an 
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attack of slow fever, which gradually wastes and 
debilitates her Majesty. 


LETTER CLIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, November 24th, 1710. 

I AM more grateful than I can express at your 
saying that I inspire you with new life, when I 
give you any proof of my friendship and confi- 
dence. I have never changed my sentiments 
with regard to you, and if I have wrote to you 
somewhat coldly at certain times, it has been 
owing to the difference of our views, for there has 
never been any in our sentiments, and I dare 
assure you, that we both offer up the same prayerijf 
for their Catholic Majesties. The greater part 
of our courtiers think as we do, and their joy shows 
itself publicly in the hour of hope, as despair 
does when it is thought they cannot sustain them- 
selves. Others have a difficulty in comprehending 
that all Europe has taken up arms to prevent the 
royal family of France from peaceably possessing 
two great monarchies; it will be very difficult for 
them to disarm, without having at least one of 
these monarchies, unless very fortunate circum- 
stances prevent. 
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LETTER CLX. 


TO TH£ SAME. 


Versailles, December 5tli, 1710* 

If I could fly. Madam, I would go and wait for 
you at Bagneres, to do its honours, and make you 
acquainted with all I know of that place, from 
the long abode which I made there with the Duke 
of Maine ; it is true that these waters are as 
good in winter as summer, when care is taken to 
be warmly clothed. I also know with what ease 
children travel when they are properly attended 
to ; this will, I am sure, be the case with regard 
to the Prince of Asturias, M. Fagonis convinced 
that Bareges would suit the queen better than 
Bagneres : I dare not hazard an opinion on the 
subject, not being sufficiently qualified to decide 
the point : we sincerely hope, however, that this 
remedy may be of service to the Queen; you 
have such prudence that there is no doubt of your 
managing everything with great skill : but I 
should feel truly happy to be near you on this 
occasion. The courier is going off in such haste 
that I have not time to say more ; but you would 
be satisfied with me, if you saw what is passing 
here respecting your journey. The King has 
ordered that all the honours due to her station shall 
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be paid to the Queen ; there would even be a dis- 
play of magnificence in addition to this, if the 
times were better, but I think you have no 
wish to put the people to any inconvenience in 
this respect. 


LETTER CLXI. 


TO THE SAME 


Versailles, December 20th, 1710. 

I HAVE been delighted to see a letter from you, 
in which you acknowledge that you are transport- 
ed with joy : for, however pleasing an aspect you 
sometimes assume, I cannot help thinking you 
are often a prey to melancholy : this must now 
be laid aside, and the agreeable newis enjoyed 
which you have given us, and which has put 
everybody at Versailles into such good humour. 
Ï am well assured that Paris is the same. 

What honour and glory for the King of Spain 
to preserve his kingdom sword in hand ! You 
well know that I have always hoped for miracles 
in his favour : obtain one for us, as I wish to be- 
lieve that your joy would not be complete if we 
were unfortunate. 

As we know perfectly well how to humble our- 
selves in adversity, we also know how to be proud 
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in prosperity^ and wq already see M. de Sthar« 
emberg defeated by the King» or the Duke de 
Noailles, Catalonia in a state of revoit, and the 
Archduke embarked to leave that vile people, 
who are unworthy of him ! 


LETTER CLXIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, December 22nd, 1710. 

The news from Spain puts us in such a situa- 
tion that we scarcely know ourselves ; the court 
and the city are rejoicing, and in the expectation 
of hearing of the entire defeat of M. de Stharem-, 
berg; for you know that we easily pass from one 
extremity to another, and that having thought 
you q[uite lost, we now think you re-established 
without a single enemy to contend with. 

We expect every moment the official details, 
and it will then be a new pleasure again to hear 
them recapitulated. Those respecting the entry 
of the King into Madrid affects everybody ; they 
say that the public joy has gone so far as to make 
M. de Vendôme look more beautiful than Cupid, 
whose name they have even given him. I think/ 
they will be equally gratified at the return of the 
Queen and Prince of Asturias, and that they will . 
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not be sorry to see you ; at all events, we must 
leave the future in the hands of God, and enjoy 
the present. 

Your politeness then vnW induce you to inquire 
after the three hundred children I have at Saint 
Cyr, knowing as you do the weakness of mothers ! 
although there is no great probability of your 
ever seeing them, I am certain you would admire 
the good order which exists in this establishment, 
which has never been obtained in the neighbour^ 
hood of Versailles^ 

The Duchess of Burgundy, as I always hoped, 
begins to maintain greater dignity, and causes 
more respect to be paid at court than formerly : 
the ladies no longer consider it a misfortune to 
dress themselves, and we experience the truth 
of what you say, that courtiers should be kept 
under the eyes of their masters. It appears to 
me, that since the adoption of the new system, 
there is less silly conversation, and our generals 
gain much by it, as they were, the preceding 
winters, the continual objects of slander and petty 
intrigues. 

Marshal de Villars will command the army in 
Flanders ; he is well enough in health for that : 
Marshal de Berwick is in Dauphiny, and Marshal 
de Besons in Germany ; Marshal de Montrevel has 
received the King's orders to pay as much atten- 
tion to the Queen as these unhappy times will ad- 
mit ; but from the secret you have entrusted me 
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with, I fear she will hardly have sufficient resolu- 
tion to leave Madrid. I entreat you will offer her 
my hearty congratulations on the late victory. 
There seems to be no want of subjects to create 
irritation ; but when the mischief is done, its effects 
do not so quickly disappear. 


LETTER CLXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, December SQth» I7i0« 

I WOULD most willingly obey your wishes, in 
giving you a minute detail of the manner in which 
the . court received the wonderful news from 
Spain; I was not at Versailles, the King had 
gone to a hunt, and the Princess and Princesses 
were with him. M. de Torcy was the first person 
who arrived, accompanied by M. d'Antin, who 
returned with him ; it was* immediately sur- 
mised that there must be some good news, and 
joy soon spread in every direction. One of the 
King's equerries, a particular friend of mine, 
came to Saint Cyr, and begged I would hasten 
down to see him in the parlour ; I then heard of 
the victory; and M. de Torcy 's courier, who had 
joined the equerry, gave me the particulars. My/ 
three hundred and thirty daughters began by re- 
turnifig thanks to God; they were afterwards 
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c 


permitted to rejoice, and the recreations still con- 
tinue. 

I was somewhat impatient to leave Saint Cyr, 
in order to witness the delight of the court ; the 
King was enchanted with the personal glory of 
his grandson. My dear Princess, more suscepti- 
ble than others, was transported: politicians, 
however, ^ere less influenced by the events, as 
they do not think it will lead to any improvement 
of our affairs ; but the greater number are highly 
pleased to see Stharemberg taken, and the Arch- 
duke also, or at least embarked to go where they 

I please. 

^ The King of Spain has great reason to rejoice ; 
I saw the Duchess d'Alba yesterday ; she appeared 
to be still affected by her first emotions, and I found 
her perfectly recovered fi-om her long illness. 


LETTER CLXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Marly, January 12th, 1711. 

' It is indeed astonishing. Madam, that you do 
not sink under the various situations you fill. 
You have all the affairs of Europe in your head ; 
you are deeply interested in the fate of two Kings ; 
you are not indifferent to the re-establishmeW of 
a third ; you constitute all the solace, counsel, and 
pleasure of a great Queen; you know all Uie 
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details attached to her service and that of her pre- 
cious iniant ; you enter heartily intp the spirit of 
all your avocations, and to complete your troubles^ 
you travel during the winter in a country where 
there are no roads ; when I passed from thence into 
Alsace, it is impossible to describe what I suffered* 
It appears to me, thajt nothing can be more 
advisable than to conciliate the Arragonese while 
you are in this country, as the presence of their 
Majesties will facilitate these objects and gain 
popularity. From what we hear of the Dulçe de 
Noailles, he must be in Girona ; one of his engi- 
neers has sent word that he would pass the 
Christmas holidays there ; but our general is too 
experienced to make any such pronuse. I am 
very sorry it will be so long before he is likely 
to hear of the miracles which God has wrought 
in your behalf, as he will rejoice at it more than 
any one ; it is true you send him back M. de 
Stharemberg, but in a state little to be dreaded. 
Whatever part I take in your joy or consolation, 
I derive from the hopes of those around me. I 
cannot be tranquillized as to our own situatioQ ; 
the enemy is very near us, and much exasperated ; 
he will make a last effort to overwhelm up ; we 
have an army, but often ill paid, the magazines 
scantily provided, in a word, we want raonjey, 
and there is a great deal to be done in every 
iquarter if we had funds. : It is very difficult for the 
best generalship to repair such evils. 


I 


316 LETTERS OF 

/ The Spanish successes have diffused a joy 
which supports Paris : the news from Constan- 
tinople also encourages hope, while the troubles 
of England encrease daily, and we really imagine 
the moment at hand when we can profit from 
them. There is a person of your acquaintance 
that dare not be named, who fears all these reme- 
dies too tardy for a pressing evil. 

I could sincerely wish M. de Stharemberg may 
be unable to rè-enter Barcelona. It is only the 
news from Spain that keeps us alive here, and it 
arrives very sparingly : besides the real interest 
attached to It, we want a subject of rejoicing, and 
it is only you who can furnish us with one. 

The Duchess de Burgundy amuses herself 
tolerably well here with hunting, dancing, and 
play : she regulates her owb play very properly, 
but their poverty does not prevent the courtiers 
from shewing more money than we could have 
suspected them of possessing. The Duchess de 
Bern has no taste of this kind ; her amusements 
consist in riding and galloping about, to the 
great risk of her neck. It is said that the assem- 
blies of this year are very gay, there being many 
good female dancers, and who are not destitujte 
of beauty. The Duke de Fronsac, son of the 
Duke de Richelieu, has just made his debut at 
court ; he is sixteen years of age, but does not 
seem more than twelve; though so young, his 
figure is admirable ; he has also a very handsome 
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face, and a finely formed head ; he dances very 
well, sits a horse very gracefully, plays, is fond of 
music, and converses on any subject. He is re- 
spectful, very polite, has a turn for agreeable 
raillery, but can be silent when necessary. 
When we remove to Versailles he is to marry 
Mademoiselle de Noailles, only daughter of Ma- 
dame de Richelieu, who will have a fortune 
of five hundred thousand crowns. She is very 
plain, has a good figure, is sensible, and about 
eighteen years of age. M. and Madame Voison 
are about to marry their third daughter to the 
Count de Châtillon. Our Princess is very fond 
of weddings, and in order to please her, they will 
be married at Versailles. These pleasures do 
not prevent M. Voison and M. Desmaretz firom 
being busily occupied with the approaching cam- 
paign, which everybody thinks will be a very 
important one. 

^ The King not being able to accommodate all 
the male and female dancers, some were sent to 
Luciennes, where M . and Madame de Carvio en- 
tertain them with great magnificence. The King 
and Queen of England came to the ball with the 
Princess, on Sunday last, and return on Wednes- 
day. The King is so feeble that he could only 
dance two courantes, his head becanie so giddy 
that he could not attempt a third ; he is sad and 
downcast, without any apparent illijiess or fre^h 
cause : I have not seen the Queen in such good 
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health, or looking so well for a long time, though 
she is hot more cheerful than usual. I do not 
think the Chevalier de Saint- George will serve 
during the next campaign. 


LETTER CLXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


St. Cyr, February 1 1 tb, 1 73 1 . 

The enemy appears to be struck, as you ob- 
serve, with the victories of his Catholic Majesty. 
They talk of diversions, and wish to send fourteen 
thousand men to Barcelona. The Emperor and 
the German Princes have occasion for their troops 
on account of our dear friends the Turks, but up 
to the present moment this is but merely ru-. 
moured; andl shall not be satisfied till I see 
some troops march. It seems to me that there 
has always been some expectation of peace at this 
season of the year, notwithstanding which the 
campaigns go on ; I fear this year will pass in the 
same manner. I agree with you, however, that 
our arrangements are better than those of former 
campaigns', that our officers exert themselves, 
and- that M. Dèsmaretîs is in hopeë of obtaining 
moneys I shall not detail to yoU all that I have 
heard respecting the siege of Barcelona :i some 
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persons say that it will be raised ; others, that 
the place is not worth taking, and that it would 
be better for the enemy to divide his forces be- 
tween Catalonia and Portugal, than to direct 
them upon a single point. Despise us. Madam, 
as much as you please, I give myself entirely up 
to you. 

The Duchess of Burgundy enjoys herself as 
much as she can. The Princess of England 
dances with equal sprightliness, and attends the 
balls at Marly of her own accord. The King 
and Queen are expected here to-morrow, and the 
balls will take place before supper, because the 
Prince is not strong enough to sit up late ; his 
health is, however, a little better. 

The Spanish war is not looked upon as con- 
cluded here ; it is thought that M. de Stharem- 
berg will be able to take the field again with 
what troops he can collect, and those which may 
be sent to him. Our little prodigy, the Duke de 
Fronsac, left Marly yesterday for the purpose of 
being married ; he is expected back on Saturday ; 
a prettier creature was never seen ; I know of no- 
thing more that will be of any interest to you, 
your mind being occupied upon subjects of 
greater importance. 
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LETTER CLXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, March 9th, 171 K 

It fe very flattering to me, that the privation of 
my letters can sour your temper ; I write to you 
nearly every eight days, and I do not recollect 
having omitted to do so more than twice. I was 
very much affected by the service rendered to 
you by the Duke de Noailles, and the glory 
which he has acquired ; it has been the predomi- 
nant topic at Paris, where the poets have made 
it the -theme of their labours. The Court is not 
quite so prodigal of its praises. 

It is not for me to thank with all humility their 
Catholic Majesties for what they have done for 
our general ; but I cannot help participating in 
his gratitude; I feel for his health; he is not 
strong, and is greatly affected by all that occurs. 
The want of subsistence for the cavalry, and ' the 
delay in your arrangements, also put him out of 
humour. The lady of Marshal Noailles has in- 
terrupted my letter, and is highly pleased with 
her son's title of Grandee. 

I am very sorry to see you obliged to quit the 
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Queen and Prince; this mutual arrangement 
gives me too many fears respecting your com- 
plaint, not to be very uneasy at it. The King 
approves your journey to Bagnères, and sincerely 
wishes you may recover your health; but we 
are strangers to the waters of that place, and M. 
Fagon thinks those of Ancosse, carried to you 
there, would be preferable. 

Our anxieties concerning the war in Flanders 
are about to be renewed : Prince Eugene and M. 
de Marlborough are expected there on the 16th 
instant ; we hoped to have anticipated them. 


LETTER CLXVIL 


TO THE SAME 

Versailles, March 22d, 171 L 

The Duchess de Bourgogne yesterday gave me 
your letter couched more mysteriously than usual, 
yet I found nothing in it to .justify such an air, 
and I do not now expect much news from your 
quarter. 

Marshal de Villeroi is better, and is expected 
to-day or to-morrow. The Princess de Vaude- 
mont paid me a visit at Saint Cyr, during which 
you were not forgotten. You now know that 
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the King has consented to the title of Grandee 
being accepted by the Duke de Noailles. The 
Duke de Richelieu sends him the Duke de 
Fronsac, for the purpose of removing him to a 
distance from this, and learn his profession under 
a man whom he thinks so capable. The satirist 
Despreaux died a few days ago; Madame de 
Torcy has been dangerously ill, owing to a 
severe fall, and is expected |to have a premature 
confinement. 

I know nothing of the King of England's jour- 
ney in Switzerland ; but he is going to make one 
all over France, without any other view or advan- 
tage than liiat of travelling, change of air, and 
amusement ; the Queen, his mother, is greatly 
affected to see him in this way : it is a deep] me- 
lancholy, which nothing can dissipate. 

God grant that you do not flatter yourself too 
much, that the enemy will not be able to succour 
the Archduke, that your good friends the Turks 
may be more expeditious, that our fine army may 
be successful, and that our enemies may see that 
we are still in a condition to defend ourselves. 
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LETTER CLXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, April 4tli, 171L 

People are not altogether agreed upon the in- 
tended operations of your campaign ; few persons 
approve of the siege of Barcelona^ for fear of losing 
by an unfortunate event the favourable position 
in which you are at present ; but it is not for me 
to say more on this subject. 

I attach so little credit to the rumours now cir- 
culating relative to your quarrel with M. de 
Vendôme^ that I do not think I have as yet men- 
tioned them to you ; it appears to me that neither 
of you are of a quarrelsome disposition, nor do I 
imagine that any attention has been paid to the 
report in question, any more than to that whi,ch 
brings you to Bagnères, in order to proceed to 
Rome afterwards, having quarrelled both with 
France and Spain ! That which I cannot com- 
prehend is the number of your enemies, for, 
however great the part you act, I do not think 
your situation by any means enviable: Ï hope 
your good sense and natural tranquillity of dis* 
position will induce you to look upon all these 
rumours with the contempt they deserve. 

T 2 
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LETTER CLXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, April 27th, 1711. 

I What an event the death of the Emperor is 

for Spain and France ! God grant that we may 

derive all the advantages which may be expected 

from it, and that our Kings may enjoy a peace 

I suflSciçntly long to repair the evils of war ! 

You will have heard of the death of the 
Duchess de Villeroi, under similar circumstances 
with regard to her sickness as that of Monseig- 
neur ; but she made three confessions. Her fa- 
mily is very much afSicted, and her husband 
inconsolable. The Dauphiness and the Duchess 
regret this loss, which is also lamented by the 
whole court. But nothing can equal the situation 
of the Marshal de Boufflers and his lady ; they 
have lost their eldest, son, and are about to lose 
their oldest daughter, who is seventeen or eighteen 
years of age, but so sensible^ that she lived with 
her mother as with a friend. While proceeding 
in their carriage to obtain medical assistance, it 
was upset and the glasses broken, by which they 
were wounded in several places ; the lady of the 
Marshal, who had been already unwell/ is now 
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attacked by acute pains in the head^ and the 
Marshal himself is so feeble that he cannot attend 
the King, who is therefore^ without a Captain of 
the Guards, for Marshal d'Harcourt is equally 
unable to do duty. 

Our campaign is on the point of opening ; the 
armies are in the field. I have no doubt but M, 
de Marlborough is also there, although we have 
no account of it as yet : Prince Eugene was on 
the road, but perhaps he will think it more ad- 
viseable to return to Vienna. Meanwhile our 
armies are only separated by a river, and it is 
affirmed that in the present situation of things 
the enemy may be expected to give us battle. I 
dare not tell you how much I am terrified at 
this! 

Our little prodigy, the Duke of Fronsad, has 
finished his career by playing so many wild pranks, 
that the Duke de Richelieu applied to the King to 
put him into the Bastile, where he has been for 
three or four days. 


LETTER CLXX. 

TO THE DUCHESS OF ALBA. 

Marly, June 8th, 1711. 

I REQUBSTBD the curate of Saint Sulpice to ac- 
quaint you that I had received the letter with 
which you honoured me. I did not explain my- 
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self more clearly, because you wished the affair tq 
remain secret. 

I should feel myself much embarrassed to tell 
you what use the King will make of what you , 
have sent me ; for it appears to me very doubtful 
what kind of counsel ought to bé given to his 
grandson, but we see by letters received yesterday 
from Spain, that everything is ready for this 
campaign. The King accompaUiies the Queen 
to Coretta, and wiU only leave her to make an 
occasional excursion to the army, in order to be 
ready for any opportunity that may offer of sig- 
nalizing himself. You have doubtless the same 
news ; but I know none which can alleviate your 
affliction, and I have reason to think it must be 
excessive, judging of all I hear on the subject. I 
regret very much^not being able to condole with 
you personally, and to talk of him whom you have 
lost ; he certainly merited every species of praise ; 
but according to all appearances he is happier 
than those who lament his death. You are re- 
membered in the prayers offered up at Saint Cyr; 
we did expect to have had the honour of seeing 
you, but it seems that we are always destined to 
be disappointed. 

Whatever may happen, I wish you to believe 
me, with the most profound respect, your very 
humble and very obedient servant. 
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LETTER CLXXI. 

TO THE PRINCESS DES UaSINS. 

Saint Cyr, June I6th, 1711. 

Grakt heaven that all your prospects may sue* 
eeedy and that the Queen may be perfectly cured at 
Corretta ; that the King may distinguish himself in 
a battle, of which all the advantage is on his side» 
that the Archduke may depart with the Archduchess 
to Vienna, that the Catalonians may repent of 
their fidelity to them, and that your affairs may be 
in a better condition at the end of the campaign 
than they are at present ! But you may conceive 
that some little anxiety is mixed up with these 
wishes, and that I am not very weU satisfied with 
the succour which M. de Stharei^berg has re- 
ceived. 

It will be an awful destiny if the situation of 
France and Spain should be rendered worse by 
the death of the Emperor ; should this be the case, 
it must be acknowleged more than ever, that the 
views of men are very short sighted, since the 
best informed politicians have said, and daily re- 
peat, that it is impossible for us not to profit by 
the above event. 

I am sensibly affected by what you tell me, for 
the first time, of the present state of your affairs. 
Marshal de Villeroi has on this occasion shown 
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himself one of the most active, ardent, and decided 
friends ; but what can be said when we are con- 
tinually assured that all our j'esources are at an 
end ; and it is daily declared we must confine our- 
selves to supporting the army? I shall not, how- 
ever, fail to address the King on the subject again; 
it is really shameful that a person like you should 
be under the necessity of soliciting on such a 
matter, but I am told there is no possibility of con- 
forming to your wishes. 

It is not thought here that you have a sufficient 
superiority over your enemies, to undertake a 
siege in their presence ; and everybody is appre- 
hensive lest you should lose the advantages you 
now possess. You are very unjust when you doubt 
6{^^ interest which we take in your affairs. 


LETTER CLXXIL 

TO THE SAME. 

r 

Marly, June 22nd, 1711. 

I CAN easily conceive that the Queen's malady 
has made you forget your own, and has induced 
you to delay going to Bagnères : I wish her Ma- 
jesty would take you there herself, and that she 
might come to Bareges to drink the waters and 
bathe ; it is on account of her glandular affection 
that I am anxious she should try this remedy. 
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but it is not for me to give my advice upon the 
health of such an august personage. 

Nothing is finer, or more munificent, than what 
their Majesties are doing for the Duchess of Alba. 
I have sent that unhappy woman a copy of the 
passage of your letter which concerns her, for I 
am aware of the interest she takes in everything 
that comes from you. 

I see with much displeasure, that our enemies 
do not become weary of persecuting you, and that 
they are all closely united to place prodigious 
power in' the hands of a single prince; it is to be 
hoped that God will not suffer this. 

I pity the Duke de Vendôme ; if he is reduced 
to the defensive, it will not suit his courage. His 
lady if full terror, and as much impressed with the 
apprehension of dying as the Duke. 


LETTER CLXXIIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, July 13th, 1711. 

It is my destiny to live in fear, and I am at 
present alarmed for Spain. We are assured that 
M. de Stharemberg has twenty-two thousand men, 
and that an English fleet is bringing him some 
more. Be prudent^ Madam, and all will go on 
well. 


330 L£TT£RS OF 

In reading your letter^ in order to reply to it, I 
see that you think yourself superior to the enemy, 
and that my advice to be prudent is not well 
timed ; but I hope you will not be the slave of 
this advice. 

I know not what to say about the Duke de 
Noailles ; he would be much altered, if he left 
Spain so long as he could be useful to it. You 
are about to have a great minister and a perfectly 
honest man in the person of M. de Bergheitz, at 
least such is his character both in Flanders and 
France. 

I yesterday saw the Duchess of Alba at Saint 
Cyr. She still flatters herself with being able 
to set out for Spain ; I think, however, we shall 
find her on our return from Fontainebleau. Her 
grief is great, but it is rational and prudent ; she is 
fully sensible of her obligations to you, and she 
has the same attachment that her late husband 
had for the King and Queen. You may easily 
conceive that she has abandoned her little retreat 
near Valle-de-Grace, which she is at liberty to 
visit without having resolution enough to take 
advantage of it. M. d'Aubigny sees her every 
day; she is delighted with his generosity and 
merit; she has, moreover, a brother-in-law of 
whom she speaks in very high terms. Madame 
du Casse paid her great altention on the death of 
the Duke. We had some conversation relative to 
M. d'Aubigny; I wished him to return to 
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Madrid^ in consequ^ice of what she told me of 
his talents, and how much he is beloved at your 
court, but she alleged many reasons for retaining 
him at Paris* 

I think that the Duchess de St. Pierre would 
have acted a fine part, in bringing to you a young 
person who is your relation, and you would have 
performed a great act of charity in receiving her» 

How I pity you for the loss of the Duchess de 
Popoli, whom the King panegyrized but yesterday! 
It is a sad situation to have no bosom friend; but 
the loss of one is still worse. 

If you are superior to your enemies, how does 
it happen that you do not suppress those free- 
booters who OHumit so many outrages on the 
highways of Spain ? 


LETTER CLXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau, July 26th, 1711. 

I DO not forget that I have received none of 
your letters these eigl^it days; I was honoured 
with one from the Queen, full of esteem and 
friendship for you, and of those generous sentie 
meats which the great are not accustomed to 
show, though there is no reason to doubt their en- 
tertaining them inwardly: the Queen's malady 
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seems to have affected your health, while the con- 
tinued uncertainty of your affairs embitters your 
enjoyments ; your system has been heated ; your 
diet does not protect you from frequent attacks of 
cholic, and you will have occasion for remedies 
which you cannot procure at Madrid. 

It is true that M. Fagon would ^ish the Queen 
to go to Bareges, as he has seen wonders effected 
by the waters : their quality is that of a dissolvent 
which acts without violence : they have been found 
very efficacious in various disorders; and may be 
equally so in glandular cases. 

Near the great bath, there is a small one, and 
so refreshing that you will often frequent it, for 
it is always ready ; it will be necessary to go to 
Bagnères afterwards. The Spaniards will, how- 
ever, feel great objections to let their Queen come 
into France, though it should only be half a league. 
You must first drive out M. de Stharemberg. 

You refer me to the Duke de Noailles for news 
relative to your campaign, and I have received no 
letter from him, but I believe his mother and wife 
have heard from him. He must have his reasons 
for this silence, and I hope he will give them to 
me. 

M. d' Aubigny afforded me much pleasure yes- 
terday, in assuring me that you intended to acton 
the defensive, and that you could sustain your- 
selves in spite of the enemy's force. 

We are anxious about Dauphiny ; Marshal de 
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Berwick complains loudly that he has not troops 
enough to oppose himself to the Duke of Savoy^ 
who on his side advances as rapidly as he can ; 
the Dauphiness is deeply afflicted by our mis> 
fortunes. yj^^^î"' ^^^^^' 




LETTER CL^ii^TFO'BS^ 


TO THE SAME. 

Fontainebleau, August ISth, 1711. 

I WISH, with all my heart, that their Catholic 
Majesties may find in M. de Bergheitz all the re- 
sourcesliis reputation justifies them in anticipating. 
I trust also, that the new remedy resorted to by 
the Queen may prove successful. 

It is true that our Princes find themselves very 
well here : but every one ^speaks according to his 
taste or interest, without wishing to submit 
to the opinions of others. If the King of Spain 
had put' himself at the head of his army, and it 
had not acted, everybody would have disapproved 
of it the next moment; if he removed to a distance 
from the operations of the campaign, he would be 
censured ; he remains near them, and this is also 
disapproved of; we are all in the same predica- 
ment, and have no remedy but patience. 

We are at present in great anxiety with regard 
to Flanders, where afiairs do not by any means 
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wear a favourable aspect ; but you will learn the 
particulars from persons better informed than I 
am. It is lamentable to be thus hemmed in on all 
sides, nevertheless we have for many years been 
preserved by a miracle, in being enabled to hold 
out against all Europe so firmly united against us. 

It is said that the Duke of Savoy is very much 
indisposed, and that if his pialady continues he 
may return to Turin. He is so able a general, 
that I think it would be of great advantage to us 
if he were absent from his army. 

You do me justice in thinking me entirely de- 
voted to our Kings, and I am really so to such a 
degree, that whatever honours may have been con- 
ferred on me, I could wish never to have been 
known by them ; for they form the misfortune of 
my life, having never been able to turn their kind- 
nesses to my own interest without being so mindful 
of theirs as to make myself wretched. The Count 
de Toulouse is somewhat better ; but there is a 
danger of relapse, because he has been .recom- 
mended to hunt ; the Duchess often accompanies 
him ; she begins to be more tranquil on his ac- 
count. The Duchess de Bern has recovered her 
health, although she has done many things which 
might have totally ruined it. 
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LETTER CLXXVL 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau» August 23d, 171 1. 

Marshal de Villeroi has been very little here 
I informed you that he withdraws when his master 
advances ; I am really angry with .him for this ; 
our conversations are by no [means frequent, nor 
are they very agreeable, for we dispute a great 
deal. I am told « he has arrived, but I have not 
yet seen him. I cannot answer what you require, 
not having heard a word about it from the Duke 
de Noailles. I thought that he would soon come, 
but all is changed ; and I am quite reconciled to 
it, provided he renders some service to their 
Catholic Majesties. It has been strongly affirmed 
that the army of M. de Stharemberg is stronger 
than yours, but you are aware of thé efforts to 
decry our affairs. T should have a high opinion 
of your troops, if the Archduke was gone ; but 
you mention nothing of it in your letter of the 
12th, which I expected to confirm this news. 

We yesterday lost the best man in France, the 
most sincerely attached to the King, and the. 
warmest of my personal friends ; you will easily 
recognise Marshal de Boufflers by this portrait. 
He was so much affected by the dangerous state 


336 LETTERS OF 

of Bouchain, that it went to his heart, he became 
ill immediately, and did not survive four days; 
his wife arrived time enough to witness the dis- 
tressing event. 

Our affairs are very much changed in Flanders ; 
Bouchain cannot be saved, and military men 
agree that two armies were never so posted as 
that of the enemy and ours. Paris, the court, 
and the whole army rail loudly against the Duke 
de Villars ; however, the King is convinced, with 
others, that this general has been more unfortunate 
than incapable. 


LETTER CLXXVII.i 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau, August 30th, 171L 

It is true that we have been much agitated 
here from the apprehensions of a battle, and we 
ate now in affliction at the loss of Bouchain, and of 
which you may conceive I have no doubt ; I am so 
much accustomed to guessing on the worse side 
of the question, that I cannot overcome my fears. 

How vexed I am that the Archduke does not 
quit Catalonia ! His absence made me already 
build very agreeable castles in the air, and I 
hoped everything from the inconstancy of the 
Gatalonians Nothing must be omitted to bring 
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about a peace ; we are all weary of the war, and 
an end of it is most desirable. 

I wish with all my heart that the baths may 
relieve the Queen. A poor citizen's wife would 
be an object of pity, in being prevented from 
looking for health where she expected to find it ; 
but the great have to constrain themselves in 
every respect : the Queen is adored ; to lose her 
would cause a fatal alarm, and yet they will not 
allow her to absent herself for three weeks ! 


LETTER CLXXVIIL 


TO THE SAME. 


-# 




Fontainbleau, September 14tR, 1711. 

I HAVE received two of your letters at the same 
time ; one of the2d9 and the other of the 5th inst. 
If I were to answer them regularly, I ought to 
begin with Marshal de Villeroi ; I acquiesce in 
his reasons, not being able to convince him of 
mine. I have already told you, that he wished 
to pass from disgrace to favour, and that I 
thought it should be done gradually; he an- 
swers, that he has not time for this, that he 
has made up his mind on the subject, and that he 
accommodates himself very well to his present 
mode of life, but which I do not believe ; if, how- 
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ever,, he is as correct ia this as in other matters, I 
am of his opinion, that it is better to remain as he 
is, than become a cotirtier; such is the state of 
the question between us^ 

I am very much surprised at this change in the 
prospects of the Duke de Noailles» and have no 
doubt of tihe uprightness of his intentions^ which 
may, however, have been formed too hastily ; be 
writes to me about his return, without giving me 
the reasons, and refers me, for complete, élucida* 
tion, to our first interview. I shall now proceed 
to your second letter* I am delighted to find you 
are satisfied with M. de Bonac, and I augur well 
from it for the result of his négociation. 
. The King appeared very well: satisfied yesterday 
with the answers from Spain. If you saw what 
passes here, you would only sigh for peace ; there 
is na one breathing more anxious for it than my- 
self. 

I hope you will derive great assistance from 
Count de Bergeitz ; no one can possess the repu- 
tation he does without great merit. 

We are momentarily expecting the capture of 
Bouchain, and I am about to experience fresh 
anxieties for some other enterprise, as the weather 
is favourable. Give us peace. Madam, if you 
wish the King to terminate his life in repose. 
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LETTER CLXXIX. 


TO THE SAMH. 


Yes, Madam, I am very veU satisfied whi 
you, and I own yon to be a good Frenchwoman ; 
I will scold you no more; bat the work miurt be 
finished, for it is absolutely necessary ; the King 
com no -longer reanimate his armies, and die mis^ 
fortunes which have happ^ied to us iM^der every» 
tiling* difficult. In short, nodiing but peace can 
redeem our afiairs ; I dare not say tiiiat even afte» 
that I diiaU die content, £br it seems you do not 
mA lae to die ; welU then, I promise to live, and 
{ think I may yet experieoiee some ^ngojrment. 

I am not displeased at what is passing in Spain ; 
Philip V« reigns there, and is popular ; I eaanot, 
however, think that the departure of the Archduke 
is a m^ter 4>f trifling importance* 

You will have heard of the brat» defence of 
M. de Marignan at Bouchain, and the fooUak 
capitulation which he has made. We not onljr 
commit faults, but are unfortunate; peace is the 
only remedy J 
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LETTER CLXXX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, October 4th, 1711. 

We were infonned yesterday evening that the 
enemy had appeared on your side ; you may con- 
ceive that I tremble lest some unfavourable event 
Should happen, and which would be disastrous as 
affairs now stand ; but, after carefully surveying 
the map, it was reasonable to doubt the proba-r 
bility of a battle. I hope the Almighty will not 
oppose what you, and I, .and all France are so 
imxious about ! 

Your last letters acquainted us with the em- 
barkation of the Archduke, the confirmation of 
which news I expected ; I believe it yet, since 
there are some Princes setting out to meet him. 

I am delighted to have made you speak on the 
subject of the Queen, by telling you that your 
Princess loves as a private individual. Cannot 
she be a 'great Queen, and act a part above her 
sex, without loving as a citizen's wife ? a fault 
with which our King often reproached the late 
Prince ; but after all, I rejoice with you, if she 
possesses all that you say, &nd which could not 
be better disposed of than for you. How fortunate 
that there was no more warfare exc^t between 
you and me ! 
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You have then declared for Marshal de Villerpi, 
and you charge me to cause all that he has lost to 
be restored to him ; I should certainly like to dp 
80, but success is not always attained without 
some difficulty. 

The Duke de Noailles assigns no other reason 
for his return, than his being no longei; useful to 
you in Spain. 

The affairs of religion become more and more 
embroiled, and the King is as tired of them f& 
you can conceive. 


LETTJER CLXXXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Samt Cyr, October lltfa, 1711. 

You, Madam, have sometimes given me 
reason to believe that you prefer Spain to France, 
and that you did not wish to comprehend how 
necessary peace is to us ; it is not, perhap», so 
much with regard to those points which strike 
everybody, as through those which cannot be 
made the subject of a letter, and which I hope we 
shall never be obliged to discuss. 

I say, and shall always maintain till I see a 
change, that I know nothing in you but justice, 
probity, and goodness ; conceive, therefore, if it 
be possible to destroy the impressions created by 
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iNicfa virtue. AU these qualities will iiot^ faow- 
ever, preir^ût me from diffeiiâg with you when 
I see IkéX you tax with timidity my view of the 
alanâiûg situations through which we haVe passed^ 
and which we may have again to pass^ if this 
^àôê^ so much desired by all parties^ is not eon- 

But I shall not consider any peace disadvanta- 
geous tliat fixes Philip V. upon his throne ; al- 
^augb it should cost much to both of us^ it will 
be sufficiently great for our King to have united 
the Spanish monarchy to his own dynasty, in 
spite of all Europe armed against him. 

I am not without uneasiness respecting some 
letters from Spain which I saw yesterday ; I am 
afraid of an action» and think we ought to re- 
main quiet in the present conjuncture. We no 
longer doubt bat that the Archduke has departed, 
biint I should not like to hear eS his leaving the 
Archduchess at Barcelona. 

It is true that no person im the world ban be 
tnore estimable than the Queen of Buglaitd» Many 
pec^e thiBic that the King, her son, wc^s^ b^ te- 
called if pea^oe was made. It is aaserted that the 
Piweess Amud is threateoed with thé 4vQfiBj, tmà 
that her death at iSm mom&nt Would ttot be ad- 
vantageous to «IS. 

Marshal de ViUars wiU remaJA wliere he is as 
long as possible, iu order to see tlie eilemy dquot ; 
it is thought that the waM of forage will compel 
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them to deoàmip first; but tliis wiU qever be 90 
soon as the general V>fficer6 desires. 


LETTER CLXXXIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, October 1 8th^ 1711, 

\ OUR letter of the 7th instant had alarmed me 
respecting the uncertainty of the Archduke's de- 
parture ; but in comparing it with one I have re^ 
ceived from the Queen, I find the latter is dated 
on the 9th» so that I no longer doubt that thé 
Prince is gone ; but I am very sorry that he has 
left the Archduchess behind. 

The election has terminated, and the Archduke 
is Emperor. It is to be hoped that the Spaniards 
win not consent to have a King whom they will 
never see, and that the sm^l number oi those 
who are attached to the House of Austria will 
soon be reduced to the necessity of acknowledging 
Philip V. 

We rejoice much at all your successes, whick 
are considerable, since they tend to check the 
enemy, I have no occasion for a prolongation of 
life ; but, I confess, I should much like to see the 
issue of the present state of things, wtiick adds to 
the ardour I have for peaces 
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I am delighted that their Catholic Majesties are 
returned to Madrid ; but I c^not agree with you 
that you are unnecessary to them, and still less to 
the Prince of Asturias ; I do not know how you 
can make up your mind to leave them, if it be only 
for eight days. 

I yesterday saw Marshal de Villeroi here ; he 
has no occasion for my friendly oflSices with you ; 
but you have great reason to place him among 
your best friends. 

The Duke de Fronsac is recovered frorii the 
small-pox, and is still in the Bastille, where he 
conducts himself with the greatest prudence. 

We experienced a slight shock of an earthquake 
here on the 6th ; though not perceived by many, it 
was felt at Paris and the adjacent villages. There 
has been an alarming one at Sauinur, which lasted 
four days, accompanied with a frightful and sub- 
terraneous noise ; though much mischief was done, 
it does not appear that any lives have been lost 

A very surprising accident has happened at 
Lyons. There is a religious feast held annually 
a short distance from the city, which attracted 
more than twenty thousand persons this year, 
some going there from devotion and others for 
pleasure. 

It is customary at Lyons for everybody to re- 
turn into the city on the ringing of a bell at a cer- 
tain hour ; the crowd was so eager to enter ou 
this occasion, that numbers were crushed to death 
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on the bridge» while many others fell into the 
Rhone. 

A coach overthrown upon the bridge prevented 
those who wished to escape the danger from re-^ 
turning. More than ' two hundred persons have 
perished on this melancholy occasion. 


LETTER CLXXXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


VersaiUes, October 26th, 1711. 

It seems to me that everything goes on as 
well as we could wish in Spain ; and that without 
troubling yourselves about events which might 
impede the négociations, you press M.. de Stha- 
remberg in so closely, that there is no reason to 
believe he will ever be able to dethrone Philip V. 
I could only wish the beautiful Archduchess had 
followed ihe Emperor ; for it is a pledge of his 
return which may affect the people. It should 
seem that the Catalonians have changed their 
natural character in his favour, and that they are 
always devoted to those who are not their legiti- 
mate princes. Grant that the health of the Queen 
may be in unison with the good state of affairs ! 
If her tumours do not adhere, it is a matter of 
little consequence, as we cure them every day at 
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Saint Cyr. AU Paris is rejoiced at the négocia- 
tions for peace, and it would give you pleasure to 
see how much we are delighted to think that 
their Catholic Majesties retain the crown. The 
English exact no secresy ; their plenipotentiaries 
and ours being already named, the fact must be 
generally known. I endeavour to give myself up 
to joy ; but there are moments of alarm ; I tremble 
for the health of Queen Anne, whom we tenderly 
love at the present moment. 

A thousand particulars were related to me yes- 
terday, concerning the devotion of the Duke of 
Savoy : it is said to be jsincere, and that he is 
anxious to repair as much as possible the evils 
which he has caused ; that he endeavours to find 
out those individuals who have suffered most from 
the war, in order to restore to them what they 
have lost ; and that it was never his wish to make 
incursions into France, publicly asserting that this 
sort of warfare did no good whatever to the com- 
mon cause, and merely ruined the inoffensive 
people. • 

The affairs of religion get worse daily : Cardi- 
nal de NoaiUes opposes the Jesuits, and would 
wish to get rid of them ; the King supports them : 
judge of the consequences. 

In the midst of the important affairs which are 
constantly before your eyes, I think you will not 
be insensible to the pleasure of receiving the 
King and Queen at Madrid, and of seeing them 
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admire the apartments which you have prepared 
for them ; all which are^ no doubt, in the best 
style. 


MMMHBMn«a^MaM«MMBHHiPM*aai«l 


LETTER CLXXXIV. 


TO THE SAMEr 


Saint Cyr, November Snd, 171 1« 

My joy at the hopes of peace is already checked, 
by the great difficulties which the Dutch oppose 
to it ; they loudly cry out against the conditions 
to which the English have listened, and are pro- 
crastinating as much as possible, in order to cavil 
about where the plenipotentiaries should meet > 
It would have argued a want of common sense 
not to have foreseen bU this, and a thousand other 
difficulties which vnXL arise before the conclusion 
of such an important affair. This is very natural ; 
but nay narrow and anxious mind easily takes the 
alarm. • 

The loss of the Dutch fleet before Quebec will 
perhaps contribute to render our enemies less pre- 
sumptuous ; the hand of God visibly appears in 
this: it is said that three thousand men were 
landed in a different direction from that which 
the fleet took, and that tibey will have great dif- 
ficulty in saving themselves. 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, November 8tb, 1711. 

I THOUGHT their Catholic Majesties at Madrid, 
and I participate in the affliction of your brave 
Castilians, on seeing their joy retarded. 

1 am not surprised at the resources you find in 
Count de Bergheitz ; his reputation is too general 
not to be well founded. I wish, with all my 
heart, that M. de Vendôme may accede to the 
reasons you have at present for acting with the 
greatest circumspection. 

The continuance of the Archduchess at Barce- 
lona disconcerts me greatly; 1 could wish she 
were gone, and that the Catalonians had not this 
pledge of the Archduke's return. I think he 
must wish it himself, and that he would be very 
well satisfied to remain an Emperor. It is said, 
however, that he joins the Dutch in their fiiry 
against the English, who do not seem to grow 
weaker from all the menaces which they receive. 
I was favoured with a letter yesterday from Mar- 
shal de Tallard,. dated at Calais : he assures me 
very positively that a peace must take place, if 
nothing unforeseen occurs. 

Everybody is convinced, that soon after the 
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peace we shall see the King of England restored» 
Many people think that the English will never 
receive our dear Queen, from the fear they have 
of her zeal for Catholicism. I think she would 
be very easily reconciled to passing the remainder 
of her life at Chaillot ; for she is l)ut little attached 
to the world. The King went to Saint Germains 
two days ago, and found her in perfect health and 
good humour, well convinced that it is as yet 
premature to enter on the subject of the King^ her 
son. 

I do not know who is likely to marry the 
Princess of England ; but, according to all ap- 
pearances, she will make an excellent wife. It 
has never been in contemplation to give her the 
husband which you say we have taken away from 
her. 


LETTER CLXXXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, November 16th, 1711. 

How glad I am to be able to share joy with 
you ! I no longer doubt of peace, and am as con- 
fident as you have seen me mistrustful with re- 
spect to the past. Their Catholic Majesties re- 
main upon their thrones! This is the miracle 
which I hoped for in the depth of my despair; 


350 L£TT£aS OF 

their virtue has attracted it, but we profit from 
the event* M. Hensius will hang himself for 
having refused the frightful peace which woidd 
perhaps have been made in fcnrmer years^ } fed 
no compassion on that subject^ and all my ailee^ 
tion at this moment is for Queen Anne^ who adheres 
firmly in her resolutions, and Yibb Bçmt Madame 
Buysi^n back to Holland. You will hear all thia 
news through the aeeount which is given to their 
Cat|;tolic Majestiegl. Our Dauphin is transported 
with joy at the hopes of peace. It appears to. me 
that \Queen Anne presses tiie négociation very 
much; and this is all in our favour; for I wish 
most sincerely that th$ approaching campaign 
may not talce place» though Reparations are mak^ 
mg for it» as I have already informed you. 

How numerous are the pleasures which you 
must enjoy at present ! You are once more with 
the King and Queen, from whom you have been 
separated so long; you caress the charming Prince 
of Asturias ; you receive him in a palace which 
lias been restored by yourself, and which is, there- 
fcre, the work of your own hands ; you see the 
people transported with joy at again beholding their 
King ; you are also the harbinger of peace : Hiey 
are about to enjoy the fruits of their fidelity in 
fepose ; the gravity of the Catholic King must 
yield at least in private to so many sources of ôa- 
tisfection, the Queen's malady must disappear^ 
and the Archduchess ought to go and be made an 
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Empress : this is not sinrely wishing her too much 
hsurm. 

I am in a very good humour» Madam, and if I 
were alone with you in the dark room at Marly» 
our conversation would not be languid ; but you 
are still better at Madrid. 

Marshal de Tallard has returned» and looks 
much older» but possessing the same vivaoity 
as formerly ; he is fully persuaded that we 
shall have peace» and he gives very plausible 
reasons for this opinion. Nothing would afflict 
me now if the peace of the church followed that 
of Europe ; but the quarrel of Cardinal de Noaiiles 
with the Jesuits excites general attention. An ac* 
commodation is at present talked of; if it does 
not succeed» I shall be extremely sorry for all 
that the church is likely to suffer in consequence» 
and to see the name of Noaiiles in some degree 
disgraced : I dare say you are of the same opinion* 


LETTER CLXXXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Versailles, November 22nd, 1711. 

I NO longer care whether it is the Emperor's 
death or the broils of England which are to give 
us peace ; it is enough to be able to hope for it, 
which I do with more confidence every day ; I 
rejoice at it with you. As much as I am afflicted 
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by the wars, I am not, however, without some 
uneasiness at the impossibility of pressing the né- 
gociations ; for I do not wish to see another cam- 
paign, although great preparations are making for 
it here. 

You are right in being unable to comprehend 
what is passing between the King and Marshal 
de Villeroi ; I think the latter is wrong, and his 
friends think as I do. 

The declaration of your plenipotentiaries gives 
me pleasure, like all other measures which have 
a pacific tendency. Our Dauphiness receives the 
court every day,^ in the large apartment of the 
Queen, which you know ; and the King has had 
the complaisance to order the end of the gallery 
to be closed up on his side of the palace, thus 
making another room, in which she plays lans- 
quenet. The Dauphin also plays there, but at a; 
less hazardous game, called the butterfly : I do 
not know whether you are acquainted with it. 


LETTER CLXXXVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Saint Cyr, November 30th, 1711. 

I HAVE no news this post, which is perhaps de- 
tained in consequence of the great floods every- 
where. It has rained for a month both day and 
night ; but it does not signify, as, according to all 
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appearance, we shall have peace. The pasisports 
are sent, and the Dutch have begun to change 
their tone : Philip V. and his amiable descend- 
ants will reign upon the throne of Spain ; I have 
always hoped for a miracle in his favour. It is 
in his train that we are profiting by what has juBt 
happened, and which he deserves much more 
than ourselves. 

I yet hope, old as I am, that I shall see the 
King of England return to his own kingdom. 

What glory for our King to have sustained a 
ten years' war against all Europe, encountered 
every species of misfortune, experienced a fa- 
mine and plague, which has destroyed thousands, 
and to see all this terminated by a peace which 
unites the monarchy of Spain to his own d3^asty, 
and re-establishes a Catholic King in his king- 
doms ! for I can scarcely doubt of all this being 
tlie consequence of peace. 

It is said we must yet wait ten or twelve days 
before we can receive the passports coming from 
England. I have reason to believe that our pleni* 
potentiaries will set out in less than a quarter of 
an hour after they are received. 

The Dauphiness readily seizes every cause for 
joy, and enters into it with the utmost exultation. 
She figures to herself that of the Queen, speaks to 
me of yours, and wishes to do something the day 
peace is concluded that she has never done be- 
fore, and which she will only do then. She has 
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not yet discovered what it is to be ; but, in the 
mean time, she will go to hear Te Deum at Notre 
Dame, dine with the Duchess de Lude at her 
splendid new house, afterwards to the opera, sap 
with the Prince de Rohan at his magnificent re- 
sidence, and conclude the evening at play and 
in dancing. As the time of her return will be 
about my waking hour, she asks me to breakfast 
<Mi arriving here. I think you would find this 
day rather long, notwithstanding all thei^ en^ 
joyments. 


LETTER CLXXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Versailles^ December 14th, 1711. 

We have no letter from you by to-day's post ; 
but I cannot suffer ours to depart without rejoic- 
ing with you at the perseverance of the English 
in wishing for peace ; they even show great eager- 
ness for it, and this agrees very well with my 
impatience. I had already began to despair, 
owing to the delay I observed in their answers. 
I am much pleased with this last news, which 
describes the whole progress of the négociation, 
so that I hope to be tranquil till the 12 th of 
January. 

I do not accustom myself to the agreeable idea. 
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of seeing peace made^ and the King of Spain esta- 
blished upon his throne, and more particularly 
so than any other, by the affection of his admirable 
Castilians. Is it true that you have let your 
prisoners witness the entrance of their Majesties 
into Madrid? I highly approve this proof of 
your goodness towards them. 


LETTER CXC. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, December 28th, 1711. 

"^^We have no news from you, and I have but 
little:; to send from our court. We are expecting 
the paissports on Wednesday or Thursday, and if 
they come, it is said our plenipotentiaries 'will 
depart on Saturday. My hopes cannot avoid 
being a little thwarted by all that we hear of the 
Dutch and th^e Emperor. It is to be hoped that 
England will be firm. It is said that the Queen 
begins openly to a:nnounce to her parliament, that 
it is necessary to make peace. 

I have placed all the letters you sent nie into 
the hands of Marshal de Villeroi; I wou}d not 
have given them to the Duke de Noailles, if I had 
believed that there was the least expression which 
could hurt the feelings of any person ; but it seems 
to me, that you only abuse myself in then^, by 
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your reproaches and raillery; as for the rest of 
their contents, they consist of praises lavished 
upon your Princes and our own ; as well as upon 
the individuals of whom we generally speak. 
Perhaps M. d'Estrées might have found some re- 
marks applicable to him, biit I think them too 
just not to own that they were merited. 

In short, I have obeyed your orders, and that is 
sufficient for me, I shall for the future burn 
whatever I receive ; but I only kept those for the 
particular reasons I had, with respect to every- 
thing that was passing in Spain before the journey 
you made here. 


LETTER CXCI 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, January dd, 1712. 

It is true that I hope for peace, although it 
meets with great obstacles, and all our enemies 
are in motion to prevent it. Our plenipotentiaries 
set out on Tuesday.. It is not for me to reason, 
but it appears that the King of Spain cannot 
put his interests into better hands than those of 
his grandfather, and it is not probable that he 
will derive greater advantage from any other mode 
of proceeding. It is certain that we wish as much 
as you, (and this includes everything,) that the 
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King of Spain should be established upon his 
throne. There is no peace but what will be glo- 
rious to us with that condition attached to it; 
I have a notion, however, that this peace will 
meet with many obstacles, and occasion me still 
some alarm. 

There is certainly a kind of fatality in what 
concerns Marshal de Villeroi j he desires nothing 
so much as to stand well with his sovereign ; 
this sovereign reproaches himself; I neglect no- 
thing to bring about a reconciliation ; but all in 
vain, and I am truly sorry for it. The aifairs of 
the church are not yet arranged. It is true that 
Marshal de Tallard is publicly spoken of as 
governor to the Duke of Brittany, though he has 
not yet been thought of. It is also true, that 
Marshal d'Utelles is said to be jealous of the 
friendship that subsists between M. de Torcy and 
the Abbé de Polignac ; but they are all animated 
by so good a spirit, and such upright intentions, 
that I hope it will show itself, and that our affairs 
may not go on the less prosperously. The first 
president has sent in his resignation to the King, 
being too much indisposed to fulfil its duties ; 
this is a very important office. It is thought his 
successor will be President de Mesme, or M. de 
Maison ; the King has not yet determined which. 
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LETTER CXCII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versaîlles, January llthy 1712. 

It is true the Dauphiness regrets much her youtii ; 
there is, however, reason to hope that she will long 
continue to enjoy the pleasures of this world, for 
she |)ossesses an inexhaustible fund of gaiety, and 
if we are fortunate enough to have peace, she is 
very likely to become very happy. Her great 
flow of spirits does not deaden her sensibility for 
misfortune. She has felt very keenly the uncer- 
tainty in which the King and Queen of Spain 
have found themselves ; she suffers much on ac- 
count of her father, and there is not a woman in 
France more anxious about the happiness of this 
country than herself; thus she will be naturally de- 
lighted when every subject of dispute and uneasi- 
ness is removed. In other respects, she has every 
reason to be satisfied ; he is well married, greatly 
beloved by the King and Dauphin, and in reality 
constitutes the delight of the court. Some days 
ago she had an attack of fever ; the courtiers 
were in consternation and loud in proclaiming 
how irreparable her loss would be. The people 
are attached to her because she is very accessible ; 
she has the most lovely children that can be 
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wished for, not so handsome as yours, but very 
healthy; as graceful as herself, and already 
ishowing great talenrts. This appears to me a 
tolerably happy condition. If we may judge of 
the King's life by the present state of his health, 
there is reason to hope that he may live as long 
as the Marquis de Mancêra, since their regimen 
is much the same ; there is, as yet, no retrench- 
ments in the general way of living, nor any alter^ 
^tion in his good looks, activity in walkings and 
general appearance, with which you are ac* 
quainted, and which you know to be superior to 
that of all others whom we have seen. 

I have seen with much pleasure the arrival of 
the powers of the King of Spain : I do not think 
his interests can be in better hands than those of 
the King, his grandfather ; but as it appertains to 
the dignity of the Spanish crown to have pleni- 
potentiaries, I shall be very glad to see them, and 
hope they will soon join our own, since this will 
lead to a general acknowledgment of the King of 
Spain, which is certainly as anxiously desired 
here as at Madrid, The affair of Cordova is 
very disastrous, and happens at an awkward mo-* 
ment, but there is no appearance of its affecting 
the general aspect of affairs, 

I cannot view without pain Queen Anne's con- 
sent to receive Prince Eugene at London ; it has 
frightened me already, but you know my natural 
timidity. 
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The young wife of Marshal d'Estréès continues 
her devotions, and under pretence of her bad 
health remains at Paris. I do not approve of 
this, because I think piety should never be op- 
posed to duty; perhaps her afBictions may be 
greater than we imagine them to be. Cardinal 
de NoaiUes has an addition to his troubles, in con- 
sequence of the dangerous illness of the Judge de 
NoaiUes. I was very much shocked at their hav- 
ing sent orders to Brussels to do no honours to our 
plenipotentiaries ; but I learn that this order came 
from the Emperor, and that the Dutch, on their 
side, have sent to require that the usual honours 
may be paid them. You will hear of a little ad- 
venture that has taken place at the Duchess de 
Berri's, which gives considerable pain to Madame 
and the Duchess of Orleans ; it is hoped that 
some change will take place in a person of her 
early years. Why do you speak to me of respect- 
ful attachment ? Is it not with a view of mocking 
me ? You only owe me a little friendship for the 
sentiments which I entertain towards you. I am 
but little disposed to send you compliments upon 
the new year, it is a custom which has always been 
so irksome to me, that I can readily dispense with 
it : if, however, it be a duty in Spain, I beg of you 
humbly to present my respects to the King and 
Queen, and to believe that I shall esteem and love 
you as long as I live ; I do not think this shows 
any want of respect. 
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LETTER CXCIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, Jatnuary 17tb» 17l2« 

You are too good to pay so much attention to 
infirmities which often prevent me from doing all 
that I could wish. I well recollect the subject of 
the long letter which I projected ; but I do not 
thinks however, that I dwelt long enough upon 
the impossibility which I found of making a bad 
use of your letters. I never saw any so mild, po- 
lite, and obliging towards everybody ; you com- 
mend all that can be commended, you excuse all 
that can be excused, you are silent upon what is 
blameable ; in fact, it is only myself who can lose 
anything by what will be found in these letters, 
often full of reproaches on my bad politics, want 
of resolution, and a thousand other reflections 
about my disposition to be sorrowful. It is true^ 
also, that there are other passages which would 
do me honour, by the marks of esteem and friend- 
ship you have been pleased to express. But you 
have these letters. Madam, such as they came 
into my hands. I no longer possess them, and 
you never would have had them if I were younger, 
and had any other prospect in view than that of 
death. This ib a strange expression for a person 
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who hopes for peace ; I do not look for it with 
less joy ; having desired it for many others as well 
as myself, I shall be well pleased to leave it to 
them. According to all appearance we shall 
keep your plenipotentiaries for a long time ; we 
are threatened with tedious négociations ; how- 
ever, if Queen Anne continues to press and to be 
pressed^ matters may go on faster than is expected. 
They are beginning to annoy M. de Marlborough 
with certain official forms. An account is re- 
quired of all the money that has passed through 
his hands ; he has given a good account of him^ 
self as yét ; we must wait for the sequel. 

To-morrow we go to Marly for a fortnight. It 
appears that a report is circulating, which states 
that the Emperor is about to nstme plenipot^n- 
tiarieai this will be a sign of his getting into better • 
humour, for till now it was said that he threatened 
us. with a hundred and sixty thousand men. In 
spite gf all my hopes, I am far from being at my 
ease, in consequence of Queen Anne having sent 
a yatch to convey Prince Eugene to London. I 
do not like to hear of his being with Marlborough, 
discontented, in the midst of a nation so prone to 
revolution.. I think, however, we shall have 
peace, and what I have just told you is only the 
remilt of my natural timidity. 

How I could have wished you to have seen our 
Dauphiness yesterday, in a dress of white satin^ 
embroidered with black' silk ; her hair dressed in 
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tte highest style» with lai^e curis ornamented 
with the moat beautifiil jewellety of the crown ; 
flesh colour, white, fair and gay ! I do assure you 
she would not hare displeased you, and that she 
appeared truly the paragon, though there* were 
equally fine dresses at court. 


LETTER CXCIV, 


TO THE SAME. 


Bfarly, Janliary 25th, 1712* 

Queen Anne conducts herself as if she thought 
herself the arbitress. You know the particulars 
better than myself; but everything that is pass- 
ing confirms our hopes of peace. We shall have, 
according to all appearances, a glorious one ; a 
peace which will unite a great monarchy to the 
French dynasty, a peace which will constitute 
the happiness of their Catholic Majesties ; could 
we have expected this, and that it would come to 
us through Queen Anne ? But as I am not des- 
tined lor joy, the affairs of the church afflict me, 
and those of Cardinal de Noailles, with the King, 
become more and more embroiled, which makes 
me anticipate a disgrace, to which I am by no 
means indifferent. You may depend upon it 
there will not be a line of your writing found in 
my possession ; I burn your letters the moment 
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after I have answered them* I should not have 
confided them to the Duke de Noailles, if I 
had not been aware how much they redound 
to your honour and reputation; I had this com- 
plaisance for him^ because I know he is fond of 
great personages, and that you certainly perform 
the part of one, which is not only very important, 
but glorious for our sex. 

I doubt very much whether the King will like 
the gardens he is making, if it be necessary to 
descend and ascend a hundred and sixty-six steps. 
We approve of the Queen passing her confinement 
at the Retire : I do not know whether they will 
think so at Madrid ; but it is very just that the 
masters should have their will sometimes. 

I am very glad to hear what the King intends 
doing for the Duchess of Alba; she deserves 
your kindness ; and I am not astonished to see 
you protect an unfortunate woman, who was en- 
titled, both by her birth and excellent qualities, 
to a better fate. 

But for the sad affair of the Noailles, I should 
assume a more cheerful style in my letters, for I 
feel our joy and yours. The Dauphiness, who 
only sought to be gay, is transported with her 
hopes, and I do not know if Queen Anne 
feel more heartily rejoiced than the Queen of 
Spain. 

We saw their Britannic Majesties here three 
days ago ; the King very ^eakly^ unable to take 
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Rupper or enjoy anything/ the Queen in pçrfeet 
health, the Princess tall and well formed, and 
taking delight in everything around her. It is 
said that the bad roads have retarded the arrival 
of our plenipotentiaries ; their letters are about to 
become interesting ; I am already warned not to 
bé one of thé first to be alarmed. The last news 
from England mentions that Prince Eugene had 
landed, but had not yet reached London. 

I have already often asked you what subject 
you would prefer me to treat of in my letters ; 
but you have, as yet, never replied to me on this 
point. I shall therefore close the present much 
sooner than I could' have wished. 


LETTER CXCV, 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, Febïiiary 1st, 1712. 

You do well to try to amuse their Catholic 
Majesties ; they have had affairs of such an im- 
portant nature upon their hands, that they re- 
quire recreation, and I know nothing more in- 
nocent than those representations of dramatic 
compositions which are full of virtuous maxims, 
generosity, and fidelity; they are proper both for 
kings and subjects, and ought equally to instruct 
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every class of society : thiie great thus learn that 
which dare not otherwise be told ihetâ ; indivi- 
duals recognise their own vices, passions, and 
interests. You may judge after this whether I 
-could» despise M. de Bonac for opening a theatre, 
which is only intended to anmse your Kings ; on 
the contrary, I think much more highly of him 
than those who stake their all upon a card ; but 
people think differently here. 


• H." I "'T •* 


LETTER CXCVI 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, February 7th, 1712. 

I AGREE with you, tiiat affection, gratitude, and 
decorum ought to incline his Catholic Majesty to 
put an entire confidence in the King, his grand- 
father ; this will be the best and the shortest way 
to peace. The news received from England yes- 
terday strengthens our hopes 'more and more. 
Queen Anne appears to be very firm; she re- 
tîeived Prince Eugene coldly, and lie will not be 
there long. But you doubtless know this already, 
or according to all appearances, you have the 
same news as ourselves, and perhaps even better. 

The Bauphiness, after having taken a fourth 
40se of opiqm, chewed and smoked tobacco, fijuis 
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herself a little better/ I h we thte moment hear* 
that she has slept for an hour^ and is expeoted to 
have a good night. 


LETTER CXCVIL 

MADEMOISELLE D'AUHALE. 

TO THE SAME. 


Marly, February, 14th, 1712. 

By what a melancholy and fatal event I renew 
my correspondence with you I And what pleasure 
would it not afford me, if my aunt had given me 
this commission for another topic ! I cannot de- 
scribe to you the state in which we are here, and 
though I were able to do so, I should not wish to 
assume the painful task : the fact itself is more 
than enough to distress you, knowing as I do the 
sensibility of your heart, your attachment to the 
King, and your friendship for my aunt. You have, 
moreover, to sustain the affliction of the Queen, 
who has lost a sister so worthy of her. I think it 
is not possible to praise them both in a more dig- 
nified or just manner, than by this comparison. 
All is dead here, life has fled from us : our lost 
Princess was the soul of everything, arid delight-^ 
ed us all ; we are as yet stupified and confounded 
with our loss, and every day can only lend to 
make it felt more acutely. It is impossible to see 
the King or think of him, without being filled 
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with despair» and in continual alarms for his 
health. As for my aunt, it is not possible for me 
to speak of her, except to obey her commands; 
she cannot have the honour i of writing to you, 
and you may easily conceive it. She will speak 
to M. Clement ; but some of your letters must 
have miscarried, as your last communication says 
that you had written for a nurse, and it is the first 
time she has heard anything about this circum- 
stance. 


LETTER CXCVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, March 7tli, 1712. 

I EXPg^CTED to have received by this post your 
first letters, in reply to mine, conceftiing the 
heavy calamities which have befallen us. You 
now know the death of the Dauphiness, and per- 
haps of the Dauphin ; and I have to inform you 
to-day that the Duke d'Anjou has got the measles. 
The Kiug is, however, very well. 

The family of the Noailles ought no longer to 
be envied : the Duke de Noailles has had a slight 
attack of apoplexy, and is going to set out for 
Bourbop. I have been speaking this morning to 
Marshad de Villeroi, who has recovered the King's 
favour. 


L 
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LETTER CXCIX. 


TO THE SAME, 


Saint Cyr, March 14th, 1712. 

We are not as yet at the end of our misfor- 
tunes ; you ere this know the Dauphin s death, 
and will soon leam that of the Duke of Brittany ; 
you may easily conceive into what a state the 
King and all the court are thrown. The Duke 
of Anjou, now Dauphin, appears saved from the 
measles ; but he has still many teeth to cut. You 
know as well as I the situation in which the 
royal family finds itself, and how much our ene- 
mies will endeavour to profit by it. I conjure 
you to tell their Catholic Majesties how deeply I 
am afiected with their grief, and of the impossi- 
bility of my addressing them. 

The death of the Dauphiness has affected every- 
body ; that of the Dauphin has been overwhelming. 
The Duke of Brittany's loss gives rise to various 
conjectures, and dismal forebodings. I yesterday 
wrote again to Clement, to tell him that you or- 
dered me to decide, and my decision was, that 
he should choose the fittest person in Paris as a 
nurse, and that he should take her with him as 
soon as possible ; that I had undertaken to 

VOL. I. B B 
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speak to all the ladies who had recommended 
them, being well assured, that they would not 
wish to send one in opposition to him who was 
to act with her. However, I learn that the 
Queen is only in the sixth month of her preg- 
nancy ; thus you have plenty of time, though it 
will not prevent me from pressing the assistance 
of which you stand in need. 


' M ^ » 


LETTER CO. 


TO THE SAME. 


VersaiUes, Matci ITtli, 1712. 

The Duchess of Alba brought me your letter 
yesterday, and handed it to me very secretly, 
when my room was very full of company : I 
could not peruse it without shedding many tears, 
as I easily conceive the grief of their Majesties 
at the loss of the Dauphin. They know by 
this time of a third loss, which they will feel 
less sensibly, but which is still of great conse- 
quence. You cannot imagine the state of the 
court, nor is there less sorrow at present than 
there was a month ago. Poor Madame de 
Ventadour is inconsolable, and to complete her 
affliction, she hears it insinuated that it would be 
4esirable for the child which remains to us, to 
j^hare the same fate as his brother. 


MADAMS DE MÂTNTEKON. 371 

I was yesterday evening on the point of telling 
the King what has passed in your mind respect* 
ing Cardinal Guatterio; hut, after much reflec- 
tion, I thought it w<ould be better not to mention 
It ; the King would have communicated it to his 
ministers, who would have been displeased with 
you, and perhaps have published it; nor would 
•aoLT great lords hare been obliged to^ you ; and I 
do not wish you to be feared. As to the affaif 
itself, it appeared to me that Cardinals could ao$ 
be approved of in a eovneil of Regency, and I 
Ihiok thete would be still greater repugnance to 
admitting a foreigner ; in other respects, he whom 
you propose is highly esteemed, and a favourite 
"mux the King and the whcde court. His Majesty 
appears to be extremely well satisfied with Car 
dinal de la Tremoille ; but in whatever way 
things may turn out, I coBJure ycici to look upon 
me as a wcmian incapable of managing publie 
raffairs, and who has heard them talked of too late 
in life, to possess any talents in such matters,--** 
but above all, one who hates them stiU more on 
account of her ignorance^ I am not regukrly 
eonsulted, and can assure you that my influence 
diminishes daily* I am now seventy*five years 
old, and it appears to me that I have only to pre- 
pare for death. Yen will, therefore^ not be asto^ 
jiisfaed ^at w^ ideas are a little serious;. If I 
have formed an incorrect judgment of Cardinai 
£bi8^terio^ there will always be time to nttiicL 

3B2 
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LETTER CCI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, Morth 27th, 1712. 

* 

I. AM truly- sad : never had any one more 
cause to be so ; but the court is as \vretched as 
myself; aH is blank and void; there is no 
longer any joy dr occupation. The King^ exerts 
himself as much as possible to forget his griefs, 
but always relapses into his first sorrows; he 
confides theni to me, and you may well conceive 
\ how much they add to my own sufferings : htiw- 

eyer, his health continues good, and he attends 
to all his diities. Oiir -little Dauphin lives in 
spite of everything; I have not as yet had cou- 
rage enough to see him ; I should, however, 
have suffered less for him than the one we have 
lost, for he resembled the Dauphiness in every 
respect. I have sent yoiir letter to Marshal de 
Villeroi : he seldoni leaves the court. Count de 
Brionne is dying ^ it is a long time since he had 
retired from the world. Mademoiselle d'Ar- 
magnae is not on duty. Madame de Cailus has 
left the palace on à suspicion of the measles, for 
it has not yet deHared itself: she took an emetic 
yesterday, as that is now the usual medicine of 
precaution. The Duchess de Lude has brought 
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me a great number of letters from Piedmont, 
where the court is said to be in a state of great 
afiliction. We hope for peace, but we cannot 
flatter ourselves that the campaign will not com- 
mence; and this would be a source of fresh trou- 
bles for me. Marshal de Tallard is rejoiced at 
being made a Diike ; he is about to be married, 
but it is not said to whom. The Duke de Guiche 
has obtained the reversion of the government of 
Beam. 

I have but little news, and live at Saint Cyr 
more than ever, m order to conceal myself from 
the world ; but though here, those who are most 
afflicted join me, and the day passes in weeping ; 
it is, however, highly necessary to betray less 
grief before the King, for the sake of his health. 
My dejectio» does not prevent me from being 
sensible of all your kindnesses. 


LETTER ecu. 

TO THE SAME. 

Marly, April lltb, 171*. 

I AGEEE with you that 'my letters are much more 
brief than they were formeriy. I know fewer 
trifles than ever, and I naturally feel less inclined 
to communicate them* 
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The state of aSains is si> pressing» isipartaai^ 
and difficnilt» that one c^n think of nothing dse ; 
howevei;, they must not be spokeno£ I am thus 
reduced to wait for e\/ients, though I do not thkik 
any one on earth feels a deef>er uofterest in what 
4$ passing than myself. 

I have never expected peace till now: imtit 
appears to me that our laaasfortu^nes render it more 
difficulty and that the négociation will at least he 
longer ; another campaign must be tried, and I 
^▼^!:good reasons for fearing the result. 
.'What would Inot give to see yon heee "for a 
week, that you might judge for yourself whether 
France has occasion for peace^ and if inhere k any 
discouragement and weaknei^ in desirxs^ it ! I 
have not yet seen our young Dauphin^ xsd Ixave 
^scarcely an inclination to do so, when I hear 
everybody saying that he greatly resen>bles the 
Dauphiness, which was not the case formerly ; the 
eldest boy was quite her portrait. 

The Duchess de Lude has entrescted the King 
to allow her to retain her apartments at Versailles, 
her intention being to go there whenever he is 
on the spot, but to discontinue her visits to 
Marly, Fontainebleau, or every other place. 

Our misfofttmes have redoubled the zeal and 
attachment of every one for the King.: his health 
is the only tQpic ; all eyes are directed towards 
hka> ^oxd there is not a. letter received which ^iaes 
not make inquiries of condol^cer 
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Marshal de Villeroi is here ; he has suffered so 
much firom the gout, that it is said he is going tç 
put himself upon a milk diet ; still I think he will 
BO longer be deficient in assiduity, except when 
he is forced to relax» 

Monsieur and Madame de Bern exert their 
utmost to assemble the court ; but everything is 
still languid^ and no person has recovered firom 
the losses we have lately experienced. 

The] King of England's small-pox goes on 
favourably ; we shall not see the Queen so soon^ 
as she does not quit him. } should be very sorry 
fot you to know thp state in which I am, you 
would despise me greatly ; I am^ however, astg*- 
wished at my fortitude, and still more at my 
health. 


LETTER ecu I. 


TO THE SA^JS. 


Marly, April 18th, 1 71 2* 

If to-day's letter is not long, it is not for want 
of matter ; there never was any more pressing 
or important, but it is not for me to touch on the 
subject. I pray that God may support their 
Catholic Majesties! Our enemies begin to as- 
semble already, while Prince Eugene is violently 
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opposed to peace. I found yesterday evening 
on returning from Saint Cyr, that all our general 
officers were taking their leave : there is nobody 
here to-day ; all go to Saint Denis to attend the 
funeral service of our Princes, and the vault will 
receive three bodies in one day, of which the 
oldest had only attained twenty-nine years ! It 
will be as well to change this mournful subject. 

I think that the Marquis de Torcy will send 
the paper which was found in the casket of the 
Dauphin to the King of Spain. The preface 
will make known the subject; the silence ob- 
served here, with respect to it, clearly proves the 
extent of the Jansenist party ; the author is of 
sufficient importance for the work to be spoken 
of, if it did not offend all those who are concerned. 

Marshal de Villeroi is here, much occupied 
with public affairs, and very assiduous about the 
person of his master. It is not true that the 
Abbé de Polignac is recalled ; our plenipoten- 
tiaries never appeared more united ; there is not 
a breath of the slightest complaint, but I do not 
answer for their hearts. 


i 
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LETTER CCIV. 


TO THE SAM£. 


Marly, AprB 24th, 1712. 

Perfectiox has always been rare, and this is 
the reason why so few people think like you, 
or explain themselves with candour : I cannot do 
so, however, with respect to the affair of the 
Dauphin, which would require the room at Marly, 
where I derived such a pleasure from conversing 
with you. But all my joys are past, and I can 
have no more, even when peace, which I wish 
ardently, is made, because if it does not take place 
we shall be still worse off than we are. 

I spent yesterday afternoon in a manner very 
suitable to my present situation. I had the 
honour of passing two hours with the Queen of 
England, who is the very image of desolation. 
The Princess had become her friend and only 
consolation. The French at Saint Germains are 
as disconsolate at her loss as the English, and 
indeed all who knew her loved her most sincerely. 
She was truly amiable, cheerful, affable, anxious 
to please ; attached to her duties, and fulfilling 
them all without a murmur, docile to her governess 
as at the age of six, having a real affection for the 
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Queen> her mother ; her chief happiness consists 
in pleasing her; she was affectionately devoted to 
the King, her brother, and thought only of pre- 
venting his leaving the Queen, which he is some- 
times apt to do in his little court ; it was in the 
exercise of these virtues, that God has taken her 
to himself. I found the Queen very much changed ; 
she told me she thought she should also die soon; 
they Jhad not yet d^ared to mention the death of 
the Princess to the King^ her brother, he being; 
in too weak .a state after his late sickness, which 
was very severe. If he quits Saint Germains, the 
Queen will go and remain ^t Challot, where God 
Jbias not left her a single jiun to whom ^he ca^ 

No one wishes to doubt of peace ; and as for 
jnyself, I cannot take courage rftonj the length of 
the négociations which mu^t take place, and 
during which interval. Prince Eugene will omit 
jxothing tp render our situation still worjse than 

It IS. 

J am very much surprised tiiat after yoiir 
iilnesss jon should think of observing lecrt. M- 
Fagon, whom yau esteem, would have some diff- 
iculty in lagreeing that oyster» were very healthy, 
or that they generated gopd blood, althpugh it 
he true that their salt aids dige^ion. I shall 
abstain ftom conunyjiicating to the King your 
ireasoniiigs upon this subject, for be would ccr- 
.tainly take .advanfeiife of thean^ for my own pvt^ 
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I tbiak everything k g)ood in s0mU qBftBiities, 
and only li^d by the exMAses » «rkkfa v» m-- 
dulger 


LETTER CCV. 


TO THE SAME» 


VenaUles, Sby 1st, 1712. 

1 CONCEIVE it is a great relief to you, to be able 
to administer all the assistance of which the Queen 
has occasion. Heaven grant her a healthy and 
weU-fonned child i If the tumour dioes notdieap- 
pear^ I am quite convinced that the ivaleiB of 
Bareges would produce the desbed effect. I 
have seen miracleB p^rfbimed by them, and they 
cannot 4o any harm. 

I could wish with all my heart that you .might 
celebrate the wedding aS which you »p^9k, but 
the situation of ^aira is, as *you say^ so hasd and 
pressiiïgy that it is difficult to .amuM^ -ouii;elve& 
with such thoughts. I hope God will in^iûe hi«^ 
Catholic Majesty wkh what k best. I idare n^t 
enterinto<such mattefis^^tUhcaigh» m I iiave abready 
said, there as nobody who feels a more lively ûi-- 
terest in them than I do. 

Although Queen Anae ^stands very wsdl with 
me^ wd ^we 3uem .-œaft&u to joielievf A^ wisSais» 
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for peace as ^^U as ourselves, I cannot bear the 
idea of her suffering the campaign to commence^ 
and thus expose the lives of so many people. 

The greatest news comes from you at present. 
It is to be lamented that distance renders the 
négociations so long and tedious. 


LETTER CCVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


' . . Versailles, May 9th, 1712. 

It is true that the affairs now in deliberation 
are very important, and you may easily conceive 
that I am much agitaited. t cannot comprehend 
how myafféction for their Catholic Majesties could 
be increased. I should be much more ready to 
find an opportunity of blaming their conduct, if 
respect permitted it. * The length of the négocia- 
tiens makes me tremble for peace. 

.The enemy is making great preparation in 
Flanders, and though something was to be un- 
dertaken on his arrival, yet nothing has been 
done ; but I cannot think Prince Eugene inactive, 
or not doing all that he can to embarrass our 
affairs. I am so taken up with our situation, 
that I have not courage enough to dwell on any- 
thing else ; and not daring to open my heart, I 
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must be satisfied, in assuring you that it is full of 
esteem and respect for you. ; 


LETTER CCVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, May 15th, 1712. 

Our King is certainly very much affîcted at 
the troubles of the church ; his religion is sincere, 
and he regards these concerns as still more im- 
portant than those of the world. The Queen of 
England is inconsolable for the death of the 
Princess. I do not. think there ever was one in 
France so much regretted as the Dauphiness ; I 
could now wish that the King had loved her less. 
The Dauphin is not well, but I dare ss^y you have 
been already apprised of this. It is true that the 
King's health continues good ; but not so with 
my own, as you have been informed ; I entertain 
the highest esteem for the Princess de Vaude- 
mont, who has, from her youth, shown me great 
friendship; when I see her, she recalls ideas, 
to my mind which are much more agreeable 
than ti^ose of the present day; she. says I still 
possess some vivacity, but I assure you that I 
am a^ost dead in everything else that concerns, 
life.. - 


We constantly expect news from England, 
which it is said will he decisiTC. How kappjr 
are you, Madam, to join to the capacity of a great 
minister, the tranquillity ci a philosopher, and 
how far am I removed from both the one and 
Ihe other ! 


LETTER CCVIII. 

TO THE «AîtE. 

VersaSks, May !23ïd, 171 2r 

Although I have received nothing from yott 
this post, I cannot help writing, being cxmstantly 
occupied with what is passing where you are, and 
which appears to me to be worth the trouble. 
The hours and moments of our last courier are 
counted ; and as to myself, who alwlys view 
;things a little more gloomily than others, I think 
I already see the answer he will bring, for in diort 
we must have an answer and peace afterwards. 
You may easily conceive that having my braim 
filled with such ideas^ I am not fit to entertain yoa 
with the parties of pleasure which the Duefees» 
often makes to Rambouillet, nor of the hunting 
excursions in which the Duchess de Berri joins 
the King. She does well to show him these 
attentions, but, as yet, they are not agreeably re^ 
reived; more time is necessary to become ae* 
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eustomed to them. Poor Marshal de ViUeioi is 
in a âtafe of instant suffiering ^ I am quhe grsev^ 
ed for him» and at what the King loses by being^ 
deprived of the society of a man, who kxiows how 
to answer him better than anybody else. The 
Count de Toulouse wished to attempt an accom^ 
modation of the law suits between the Princesses. 
The Duke of Maine will not be difficuitt to manage ; 
it is said that several marriages sare in adaption. 
Notwithstanding her delbnnity, it is wUspered 
that Mademoiselle de Conii does not displease the 
Duke, and the temper of this Princess; her wit, 
sense, affability and goodness, compensate for 
every defect ; on the other band, the difference of 
age between Mademoiselle de Bourbon and the 
Prince de Conti is not sufficiently great to pre- 
vent this marriage. 


LETTER CCIX. 

TO THK SAME. 

Versailles, May 30tît, 1712. 

I RECEIVE no news from you this post ; but I 
have answered two of your letters, one of the 
9th, and the other of the 1 6th instant. 

It is true that what now passes is of a very 
serious nature, and even something beyond that ; 
I am well convinced that you will adhere to your 
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first views, and that the delays which we oppose 
to the peace will be productive of no good : we 
must leave all to God, and be guided by him. It 
is some time since I saw the Queen of England, 
but I know that she is still inconsolable. Why do 
you think that the King, her son, will always be 
unfortunate? I see many persons who are per- 
suaded that he will be restored. 

We wish à happy donfinement to the Queen. 
The Duchess de Saint Pierre, who is here, con- 
firms all the news we hear of her, and consoles us 
by the assurance that her tumour is small. What 
she says of her Majesty's dresis pleases every- 
body, and makes her nK)re respectable in their 
eyesithan the magnificence which would so well 
become her. I am very sorry that you lose a 
good woman, for they are extremely scarce every- 
where. 

The court is quite solitary : all the Princesses, 
and the greatest part of the ladies, have taken a 
fancy to small country houses, which they visit 
with those who are fortunate enough to be most 
in their good graces, and which renders the court 
less agreeable : but it may be rather more cheer- 
ful at Fontainebleau, for I hope the campaign will 
not be long. 
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LETTER OCX. 

r 

\ 

TO thbJ^same. 

Marly, June 13th« 1712. 

Though I hope for peace, and a speedy one, I 
€im in a very bad humour, for we hear of Quesnoy 
being invested, and the enemy making an incur** 
sion into France ; this is an incident of little con^ 
sequence, but it will terrify Paris, consequently 
money will disappear for some days. I hope we 
i^iair soon be relieved from this anxiety by the 
news'^hioh we expect from England, and which 
we Dught to receive this week. 

It is useless to say what one thinks upon the 
resolution which their Catholic Majesties have 
taken : * we must be contât with what God wills ; 
butthey should not be displeased with the French 
for abting wità respect to them as they do. The 
Diicheitis de' Berri is passionately £ond of hunting» 
and'Hegleote no opportunity of indulging in this 
amusement: till now her suit is not numerous. 
The King has not yet been able to prevail{o& himself 
to take her into his earriage; but time will settle 
every things though I have never seen grief con*- 
tîmièd so long at court ; we must no longer think 
of what might have cured it^ and I perfectly com^^ 
jprehtod your reasons. 
-" The; affairs of the ehureh do not mend, and \ 

YQh. I. c e 
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have nothing good to tell you^ except that the 
King's health is as we could wish it. I trembled 
for two days respecting &at of M. Fagon, who is 
so necessaiy to us. 


LETTER CCXI 


TO THE SAME* 


1 


Saint Cyr, J«m 36tb, m2« 

: I AÙ delighted at the favourable atate of tite 
Queen ; and though I look upon Spaài now wiih 
emotions of envy^ J do not âtil towish y<HmU 
ni»t of blesfiiiQtgs. 

Jio, Madam» there is nothing dUsoUiging in tb^ 
expression of my ^entinients towards you ;• but I 
have no Icnger the strength fto talk to you upon 
aU these matters ; we must sufier ourselyeis to be 
guided èy God ; he has placed us in ^a s^biatioii 
wïôch we ^H>uld âot fotenm, aad wiil eactricftte ua 
fipom it wfaeneyer he pteaseé. . 
'?. I can easily fecognise the conversatiras of our 
j&>Wrt when yoii aiie. thought too eager]; tiiey still 
oontinttê, and beoonm e^en niioiie sUtnatunèd.; but 
we hava^ asyou obaen^i^^ :only to do (the héA im 
om, ^d iët: the. yiotld say what, it likes. 

The King was very much ^oscenied.\(it Ae 
4e^ of^, il« jVreoAoobe* You. may ^^odiy/toon- 

. •. f ' ' ' 
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deive there k a g^at stir nbovA fais property, hut 
nothing has y^ been decided ou this ^ubject^ 

The l^t news ùom Englaud gives rise to th% 
Bxpectqtioa of a speedy peaise with th^t country ; 
it remains te be seen whether the Dvtch will per^ 
isist in their haughty pretensians, and if we shall 
stiH bare war. The King and Dauphin are in 
per&ot health. I have not sprits enoujglx to spefd^ 
to ymi of tiifles^ 


mi^^^'^^f^f»^^ 


LETTER OeXIL 


TO THS SAMB. 


is a great blessing : we are therefore 
oWiged to wsttt patiently for its arrival. Jfo per- 
son ims doubted its attainment wHb England ; the 
Queenhasannouaced it loudly to her subjects; they 
have made boafires on the certainty of its taking 
j^aee, but we do notsee it yet oonduded. Ques»- 
Âoy id tekén, and Prince Eug^oe wishes to attach 
two ot three other places at onee. M. de Stafford 
should be w>w with the army, to induee Ûie troops 
vtiio »e in the pay of the Queen to follow thé 
.e!sanif^ ^ the Epgiii^ ; this is tfa# news whidr 
we expect at present, a»d wkmh awafce^s j^e 
earlier ÛMi uiual . 
ft is in vain. Madam, I jeannot rejoice at the te^ 
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Bunciation of their Catholic Majesties, and if I 
take comfort, it is for reasons of which I dare not 
boast to you. God will do what he pleases: I 
should not feel any great interest in passing events 
if I loved France less, and '^did not esteem their 
Catholic Majesties as I do. 
' I form to myself a very agreeable idea of the 
Queen holding your infant in her .arms; this is 
certainly a recreation with which she will never 
be reproached, and which is as amiable as all the 
rest of her conduct. 

The King and <5«een of England come here to- 
day] to take their leave, for we set out the day 
jafter to-morrow ; they thought of going away before 
us, but everything proceeds very slowly* The 
Dauphin will also come to-day ; he is not very 
delicately nursed, being genendly in the open adr; 
his last tQOth; troubles 4iim a littH but in other 
respects he is very well. As for the King's health, 
it is not^ thank God, affected; he orders his din- 
ner sometimes to be brought to my house ; it is 
some time since I had the 'honour ofbeing at table 
with him, but I see with pleasure that he eats 
cather less:; it is said, indeed, that he eats more 
heartily at supper, which is a strange regimen. 
Your Marshal de Villeroi is the most contcBted 
man breathing^; I sincerely hope this disposition 
may last a long time. 

Count de Broglio has beaten the enemy in a 
foraging ,«xcursion, but tMs is of little confie- 
^uence. 
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Clement's conversation is yery entertaining, and 
all she says of your court increases our respect 
and love towards it. I always fear M. de Stha- 
remberg, and I wish you as much tranquillity as 
ourselves. You have, however, a great resource 
in your prudence and good temper. 


LETTER CCXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau,. July I8th> 1712. 

We [receive no news about peace but what 
is good, and I know no person who does not he^ 
Heve we shall conclude it with England immedi- 
ately, and that a general peace will take place this 
year ; but the proceedings are so slow, that san- 
guine minds have a great deal to suffer. 

It is said that we shall know to-morrow the 
nature of the truce ;^ it is thought that the 
troops in the pay of the Queen will follow 
the example of the English; . there is reason 
to hope: that the Dutch will agree to a gene- 
ral suspension, which would be a good thing, and 
in that case, I should have patience during the 
négociations of Utrecht. 

I have no difficulty in believing that what the 
King had declared in his council, was followed by 


ft very hôroîe wà affecting scene; oUf timeiias 
furnished such as wpitld be tbougbt t^ fsbuloif^ 
for Û roinftticec 

I I witnesse4r ^oiaae days âga^ the parting of o\it 
King and his Britamiic Majesty, the forcner exr 
pressed himself in an admiarable manner upoif 
friendship, on the services which he will ever be 
ready to fender hit&whe» in^ his power, concluding 
by an exhortation to fidelity in religion, and an 
estrangement frosot itmovatiorx ; a great King is an 
excellent preacher. The King of England made 
Very apposite replies upon all these subjects, and 
recommended the Queen, his mother, to the King 
iti à most affeetionate manner. This Prince is 
very sensible, and much more so than his slge 
wotld indicate^ The Queen, on he^ side^ said aH 
that could be said as to their gratitude to the 
King, and on her submission to the will of God» 
lier dejectipn is s^h as to èxeite pity in the most^. 
obdurate heart. 

What an agl^eable idea yew wkfa to give ffie^ id 
âattering mé mth the thought of seeilig tibe Q^nenr < 
of Spain at Marly \ If Ae were obtigsed io come 
to Bareges^ I would risk^ even at tny s^, ft^ 
joaniey to Bourdeaux ; Imt how mstny reasons^ 
aiid what obstacles woiâM; oppose this pfojieeii 
tkat of yiDur two Frimces is of great intpoo^taaCee ^ 

Marshal de Yilleroiis quite contented lujrddntajfî. 
êOncidve from thk ko# he is treated, fov youkhdw 
tl\at his delicacy is not easily sati^fi^â^ I haiTe nol 
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seen Um Ibr jMRne time ; it is ixat eœy fbt hlm to^ 
hàye aecess to ma ; the King^ is à great deal witb 
Qie, and I ISie to be aloae mdien I am at my own 
disposaL 

I no longer speak of the lenimeiation, but I 
Hisk nothing can be more imprudent than to lK>kl 
eoaversations about it, as we do here ; but, like 
others, I also have my opinions, and there cannot 
be two on the above point, from the eabinet to the 
market-place. >.-.-.. 

The court is not yet full here ; there is a great 
deal of hunting, aiid it is the finest weather ima- 
ginable. 


LETTER CCXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau, Jtt]y^ 2bih, 1712. . 

Wb ate upon the poînt of losing Landrecies; 
and never has the war pressed so close upon us M 
sauce it has been thought that peace was made, 
I know nothing equal to the furious outcry ^cp 
Ibng kept np against Marshal de Villars for hil 
not giving bsïâe, except tl^t.of the. present mo-<^ 
ment, for his wishing to do so in order to save 
L»idrecies« It could not be imagined that the^ 
sovereigns kad occasion for the ps^tence which 
liiey . possess, for I believe that all t|ie ooorts re-^ 
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semble e^ch other^» and that there is an imtcry 
everywhere against what is passing. After alt 
this.noi^e, I do not tMnk there will be:an:afddon} 
the enemy has had time to entrench himsdf. 

The court devises every means to forged its 
afflictions; the courtiers play, hunt^ and walfc 
night and day ; but this is not natural, time alone 
can work the g^rand cure. 


^0Jm 


LETTER CCXV. 


to THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau, Augost 7th» 1712^ 

I ÛAVE received no letters from you on the 
days that I have been accustomed to receive 
them, and I waited on Saturday, Sunday^ and 
Monday to have the pleasure of writing to you ; 
but your letter did not come till Tuesday morning, 
when the post had set out ; I do not know whose 
fault this is^ 

Since that time you will have received, and 
continue to receive, good news from Flanders $ 
the joy is great at Paris. I have also experienced! 
some pleasure^ but it has not lasted long, fw the 
siege of Douay gives me great uneasiiiëss ; having 
to deal wilSi a man who appeared enrs^ed when 
he was fortunate^ what will he. not attempt now 
' that he is spurred on? I would fain hope for 
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peace witk all the sober heads who do not doubt 
it^ but I find the negociatious very tardy : I am 
assured that yon are better informed of their pro^ 
gress than myself. It is the same with the actions 
that have taken place in Flanders, of which you 
receive the particulars, and in this supposition I 
scarcely know how to fill up my letters. I am 
entirely^ ignorant of what is passing at our court, 
since I lost her who induced me to pay attention 
to everything on her account ; I am anxious for 
the general good, but I no longer know what is 
doing. I was told yesterday evening, on my re- 
turning from a house which I have in the city, 
and where I go as often as possible to avoid seeing 
anybody, that M. le Duc had gone to the army 
without the King's permission, or the consent oS 
the Duchess. This courage is worthy of his rank ; 
but his eyes are in so bad a state that I think he 
should not be suffered to expose himself. 

You. are cruel in wishing me to be attached to. 
their .Ga^oUc Majesties, at the same time that 
you do /not wish to give them to us. My d^e 
ought to console me for every thing with respect 
to.myi^f, and &y experience sh^ws me that there 
is little; dependence upon the futui^^ that things 
turn put very different from what we anticipate. ' 
^^I had^ already heard of your procession to the 
Retirp ; it must have been full of magnificence and 
pl^uuare. It is vain to expect any more cheeiful* 
Pi^ss in my letters, since what has passed in 


FbAdj^mdoffs ndl/afiwd me any , and I alii Bàteaif 
thrown into a $tata of gre^ uaeadiaesi Bbqi^ 
Douay and Uiie* jao^a^a» of the Bfgociatioi»»«r 


rti*i*i 


LETTER GCXVL 


TO THE SAME. 


TiiL now the troq)» which are in the pay of 
Qaeen Anne have tU)t followed the example of thé 
English* and it does not as yet appear that thid 
Princess is offended at all that the Dutch d^ 
and say agaim^ her : she acts ably, and wiAouC 
passion ; her whole conduct shows great edn^dera^ 
tion of her alli^. Prince Eugene is exasperated 
at \^t has passed in Flanders ; he wfll attéiÉpI 
the relief of Douay, if he is permitted ; but it is 
reported from all quarters that the Dutch will not 
commit themselves upoB a doubtfal event, mid 
which would be favourable to ué, if we ccmMt 
depend upon our superiority. 

In the meabtime Queen Ânn# has sent Viseount 
Botingbrolœ/ accompanied by Messrs. Prior and 
Gaatier, most likely to forward the peaée^ which 
is the ofily thought that gives me pleasuire, H the 
depose of nations ^;an be so eaUed; for. With fe^ 
spect to mysdf, I should suffer little from warbaf 
by my anxieties, and shall pevhaps gain little k^jHA 


trttiqtitUity; I shatL mercilj change âAifferiiigi& : 
we mjist b»ve tlicm while in this «tate of beings 
iTfru will aay that I aatîeipaAe mififoftunës^ «nil 
that toy thcmglM» aife too gloomy } bdt whd céio 
hate any that are too Aneb soM should not ercor 
see yêui Qisteevk with pleasure At Matly^ if she miistt 
tesa^è it agaki. Enjoy your happittea», whieb 
I hope mSLj Icmg cotttiiiue« Although Madanie 
Compoin has appeared to me of a taciturn cYoLÉàù^ 
tei, I shall endeavour to hwe a coayersatioa wdth 
her to bear het iqpeah of your court, whbh hecti 
|>ies me, at kast, teHMeh a»ourowtt^ 

As I only aspire to peace^ I am aotry for tfae> 
siege of Douay, in the fear that we shall lose lives 
which may afflict usv M. le Duc arrived there in 
such a state, with respect to his eyes^ as to render 
him very unfit for warlike pursuits. 

The Elector of Bavaria is at Chaillot, and i^ 
expected here in a few days; it is a very disa- 
greeable place in^peace^ and quite displeasing to 
the Kiig, havLag a great regard £>r this Priaie, 
who i$x on his paxt» very much aitached to ^Im. 
royal family « He hais been feaBy very nsiuçtr^ 
affected by its losses. 

AU Paris will have it that the riveltftion in 
am? affahrs in Flanders is an efiect of thôDat^bia'^i 
proteotioni so mu^ are they petiiusidéd of hie 
siBCtity! 

Tbete is a ch^unberUân of the Pope heroi wbir* 
saysj, that if he wfote to BiMne, to say that the> 
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King of France, at seventy-four, goe» out in the 
dog^ays, at two o^clock in the afternoon, runs 
through the forest, among the sand, in the midst 
of all the horses and dogs, they would think him 
mad, and that, consequently, he will take care to 
say nothing about it. The King's health is, in- 
deed, astonishing ; he was never so attentively 
observed, and since our misfortunes he is become 
still mwe preious. 

The trenches were to open before Douay on the 
14th instant; I hope it wiir not hold out longv 
having a weak garrison; but I fear some atteni^t 
on the part of Prince Eugene. 


LETTER CCXVIL 


TO TH£ SAME. 


^ Versailles, August 22nd, 1>12« 

I HAVE no letter from you this post, and I know 
not with what I shall fill mine. The arrival of 
Mé de Bolingbroke furnishes, however, news 
enough, but M. deTorcy will inform you of it 
better than I can ; there is also no want of news 
from Flanders, of which you are douMless in- 
formed ; I should, therefore, have none to commu- 
nicate but what is passing at court, and of this I 
now know butJittle. I think we are upon the eve 
of peace, at least with England and Savoy. It is 
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only you who cau . cause some delay by the m- 
evitable length of a négociation carr^ o& ^ 
letters^ which cannot be answered in less th$^ 
three weeks. The cbange in our warlibci adlôra 
does not intoxicate me ; I am not, however, the 
less anxious for a general peace ; and as everyf 
thing which postpones might break it off, I am 
impatient to see it concluded. The siege of Doa»y 
goes on very well ; but I still dread Prince 
Eugene, who is very near us, and who never en-^ 
tertainpd but one thought, that of beating u$. 
Marshal de Villars, in the midst of all he has to 
do, and the good fortune he has just had, loses a 
beloved brother ; at least we heard yes.terday 
that Jàe was at the point ^f death. There is a 
great deal x>{ sickness amongst our ^cers. I 
hope we shall return to Versailles on the 14th of 
September; I shall be very glad to draw near SU 
Cyr, where I n^ever felt more anxious to seclude 
myself. 


LETTER CCXVm. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, October 2ad, 171^ 

YoTJ& viçit ta. Hag^ères makes a great noise^ 

■ 

and as our CQurtiers dp not think anything can be 
done without mystery and dii^guise» they are. try 


hig: to discover your secret. Some say that you* 
^Qt^ coming to court ; others^ that it is a prelude to 
the disgrace of their Catholic Majesties ; others, 
Again, attribute it to an inclination for retirement ; 
^lirMlé a fourth party declar€t it to have originated 
in a serious malady. For my own part, Ï think it 
an indisposition, of which you fear the ~ conse- 
qMucès, and which you wish to have cured in 
l^e, without waiting*ill the evil becomes greater. 
I am (Oflly uneasy as to the caves of Bagnères, to 
wMcb I never heard any utility a.ftached, except 
for «be ba4lh$. You will, of couise, have had the 
adf^ee of M. Fagon. 

* . iFonr friend Marshal de VMerèi is yery tmeasy 
ds4o what concerns you, and you ou^t to be 
inore obliged to him than at another ilioment, for 
ie is in the zenith of exaltation. The Kîng has 
^ven him the reversion of thé government of the 
i:iyiinais, the King*s lieutenancy, all the pensions 
attached to it, and accompanied the grants with 
«every mark qî friendship wllich he uould wish. 
We are not, however, better friends, notwithstand- 
ing all this ; I refiise him audiences, and he 
strongly opposes -my design of secluding myself 
more than even 

I passed the time at Fontainebleau in great soli*- 

tude, w4iich I enjoyed very much, and shall con»- 

tÎBÛe it^here. I have no motwéiî^r showing my self« 

\ \ and have a thousand for cancea^lnâ^nt. I am oldy 

\ bften^ad ; eked of jâie wotl^ %n<nving oour^s^ 
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but too well ; and no longer possess that which ? 
fonnerly interested me in everything, except// 
what regards the Kiag« person €M^ the good of hisji 
kingdom. There is nothing connected with this 
subject now, but what affords me pleasure. 
Everything goes on admirably in Flanders; we 
heésû at Rambouiliet of the reduction of Quesnoy. 
BoudMn is on the point of Isteing besieged* The 
enemy say they have nerar attacked us with so 
«racb spirit and skill as we attack ÛtSBOu All 
Ibese isieges have not led to any ooneid^àble loss 
of Eyes up to the present.innMiKt. 

Ttere dre numbers o( sick everywiiere, as well 
^ id the army* l>iit lew deaâis. It is T^ported 
^^lat Prinee Eugene goes to the play at Mons, and 
that he say^, since he is prevented fr^aon doing 
sonietfaing, be will .amuse himsell Indeed I 
thiok bis army is inconsiderable ; for detaciunf»its 
have been seot into all tiie fortresses, from thekr ^ 
fimring us iOn every &ide« Is it possible, Maxlara» 
not te j*œcigmse tiie hand of God m sach a 
change? Having humbled and afflicted i», he 
isDW laubes us up and i^ejoioes iiss. The Dutdiare 
gxagpemted agadoMit nsai^'Effrghmri, 


r 


r • 
f . 
* ^ 1 ^ 


4-.* 


400 X.£TT£RS OF 


LETTER CCXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Oyr, October 9th, 1712. 

♦ I HAVE received, Madam, the letter which you 
^ave done me the honour to write from Pampe* 
luna, dated on the 2ând of last month : you do me 
the.jubtice to think that I feelinterested in the 
success of your, journey. I am well persuaded 
that their Cartholic Majesties have taken every 
possible precautionforyour safety aûd<;olivenietice, 
and J know * you to possess suffiki^ient good sense 
to have done all that depended on yourself. 
: You will not be very indifferently ^ lodged at 
Bagnères ; we found our house a palace in quit* 
ting Bareges : but I fear lest the waters may not 
render you all the benefit you ; expect, for there 
is but little depehdeiiee placed on [them except 
for baths. 

The Queen certainly gives you a great mark of 
friendship, bycons^enting to a separation X)f three 
weeks, and the Prince of Asturias was not 
greatly to blame for wishing to accompany you, 
as he would have profited largely from your 
leisure^ 

Of what use is it for me to be satisfied with 
their Catholic Majesties, and why do you wish 


\^ 
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i»e to adore a Princess whom I shall never see ? 
She does me the honour to write to me in a man- 
ner that would turn the brain of one who calcu- 
lated more upon the future than I do> 

Le Quesnoy is t^ken» and capitulated on the 
4th instant. Bouchain was already invested, and 
I think the trenches will be opened to-morrow ; 
never was there a more signal miracle, nor a more 
sadden revolution in the affairs of a country; 
three months ago we were without courage» 
troops, ammunition, artillery, or tumbrels ; and 
mere passive spectators of whatever Prince £!u« 
gene chose to do : he is at present a spectator in 
his turn at Mons; nothing more 'is said of his 
army, while ours carries everything which it 
attacks ; every day furnishes examples of Roman 
valour among the lowest ranks, and they contend 
who shall be the first to march on Bouchain* 
Our artillery silenced that of Quesnoy, the first 
day that it fired a shot ; we have a great deal of 
£pare ammunition ; the army wants nothing, and 
there are a sufficient number of waggons to convey 
the fascines that will be wanted ; there was not 
one to be found in the environs of that place, be* 
cause not a tree was left rpund the town. 

Never was there a more liberal or magnificent 
establishment than that, of the Count de Toulouse, 
and conducted with such regularity, that nobody 
appears to suffer the least inconvenience; the 
hyme is smalU but the park and gardens have beea 
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rendered extremely splendid, by the various im- 
provements' made by thé Prince. The situktiott 
is not good, it is a hunting country, having a very 
large forest near to it. The furniture, made at âaint 
Joseph, is very beautiful, and full of the taste of 
her who had begun to prepare it : the King was 
much pleaèed during his stay there, and may very 
probably return to it again. For my own part, I 
passed my time there as usual, and saw but few 
of the company ; among whom I shall only name 
Madatne de Dangeau, de Caylus, and d'O. ; for 
Madame de Levi, who belongs to my coterie, has 
scarcely recovered from her confinement, and the 
Duchess de Noailles is pregnant. 


LETTER CCXX- 

• • • 

TO THE SAME* 

Samt Cyr^ October IStb^ 1712, 

I WISH with all my heart that you may recover 
your health at Bagnères ; I am not surprised that 
the journey has done fôn more good than harm: 
persons oppressed with cares and public affairs 
take their repose better by quitting them, than 
remaining exposed to a whole court. 

You will soon hear of the capture of Boucbain ; 
the news of yesterday evening stated that the 
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firiiiig had almost ceased ; it is time to finish the 
campaign; our troops have suffered in the 
trenches at Bouchain, having been up to the 
middle in water ; but at last the afiiedr has tenm^ 
nated to our utmost satisfaction. The general 
appears to be in an excellent humour from his 
letters, and very impatient to come and enjoy 
the fruits of his labours : he will not, however, 
find people very generous here ; and if he wan 
.«nvied when unfortunate^ conceive what will be 
the case now làat it must be allowed he is co- 
vered with glory ; but the King, and those who 
are unprejudiced^ will receive him with open arms« 
All omr courtiers .will be v-ery glad to be here 
^ain, although it may be said th^e is no longer 
a court, nor any hope of re-establishing it. The 
Puchess de Berri is nd; calculated to bring peo*- 
ple together : her days are very irregular, it m 
impossible to know at what hour she is to be seen; 
she does not like play, which is, bowi&viBr, neces* 
saiy fox compaoy. The Duke de Berri likes 
hunting still better than play; he is the best 
Prince in the world, and resembles his fathear m 
every respect 
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LETTER CCXXI, 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, October 22, 1812. 

I Aifi Very much obliged to^ you for the two 
letters Whidh you have written to me since your 
urrival at Bagnères. I am delighted to see you 
saiisfied with your remedies, and quite ready to 
return to their Catholic Majesties. I shall parti- 
cipate in their joy, yours, and even that of the 
Prince of Asturias. 

Bbuchain is taken; and our campaign most glo- 
nously terminated. Yesterday, the King gave the 
government tuf Provence to Marshal de Villars ; 
the post of general of the gallies to Marshal de 
Tèssé ; the government of Messin to M. de Sail- 
lant; that of Gravalines to the Marquis de Broglio, 
son-in-law of M. Voisin, whose appointments he 
increases out of compliment to the minister ; the 
government of Charlemont to the Marquis de 
Vieux Pont, a good officer, and son-in-law of the 
Princess of Montauban ; and of Nismes to M. de 
Viéru, an old officer, and son-in-law of M. de 
Saint Andté. I do not know whether you re- 
member enough of the Hotel d'Albert to recollect 
this name. 

The Duchess of Alba came here yesterday, to 
|Miy me hei farewell visit, and hopes to set out 


MADAME DE MAIVTEXON. 405 

next week ; ît is a long time since she has so flat'^ 
tered herself with this idea, and she has been dis« 
pleased at me when I assured her that she would 
not go so soon. . I wonder at her having been 
able to finish so many disagreeable affairs in a 
ibreign country, and without any .assistance. She 
is very grateful for all the obligation^ she is undfer 
to you. I do not think that the King and Queen 
of Spain have a more zealous, fûthful, or respect-. 
Jul subject ; I hope that the pleasure of being, once 
more at Madrid will console her a little ; she has 
great need of it ; for she has spent a dismal time 
since the death of her husband : never did a woman 
love to such an excess all that she was bound to 
love, even to the idea of her son being an Adonis^ 
which he certainly was not. 

Marshal de Villeroi, a greater grandfather thaa 
all the grandfathers put togeth^, has presented^ 
within these few days, all his grandchildren to 
to the King, to take the oaths for their various re- 
versions : the eldest wiU be short and stout, with 
a very agreeable physiognomy ; the second i& 
more like the Marshal. 

I know not whether we flatter onrsflxes or not j 
but we think peace near at hand. The Dutch 
have at length entered into the négociations; 
there appear few things to discuss. I cannot say 
at present that my joy will be great ; but I shall 
be glad to see their Catholic Majesties established 
upon their thrones, France in repose^ at least lor 
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«ome time, and tbé King delivered from &o msmy 
cares and anxietieis : there will, after all, be but 
too many left on his hands; but we are not ta 
have perfect felicity here below. 

The court is , about ta be graced by r the arrival 
rf our warriors, wîho will be very glad *o find 
thanselves here in their respective places ; I «hall 
be also higp^y to hear that you are in yours, in 
.which you act so brilliant a part. I wish most 
heartily that it may be as agreeable, which is not 
always the case. 


LETTER CCXXIL 


TO THE SAM£. 


Saut Cyr, Qetobexj26di,.I7I2^ 

The waters of Bagnères were created expressly 
ibr you, and that is enough to deserve lie reputa- 
tion which I am about trying to give them; far 
they had ndne till now, except for the baths. 

I told the King how wellsatisfied you were with 
your reception in France, and certainly it imust 
hiàve been a pleasmg task to all who have contri^ 
buted to it^ Marshal de Villars, who is t&e^modt 
aetive and firmof youf friends, has got his Ma- 
jesty to explain himself lately on your account^ 
and is so well satisfied, that he had not patience 
to wak till he paid me a visits but wrote to »e m 
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terms which are very flattering to you. Feel as 
much interest. Madam, in his good fortune, as 
you have done in his disgraces ; for he is the most 
contented man living, and I heartily wish he may 
long continue so. 


LETTER GCXXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, November 20th, 1712. 

Iam very aniqious to hear of your being at 
Madrid ; and should be much grieved if the use 
thé waters has encreased your complaint, so as to 
detain you at Bayonne. I could wish to know 
you were in the presence of the Queen, whose 
goodness I so much admire. She is kind enough 
to write me long letters upon all that is passing 
in Spain, which is gay and brilliant, though not 
at all to my taste. I see, however, that I am 
not reasonable, and that in our present situation 
it must needs be so. î still hope for peace, and 
our best politicians do not doubt but it will take 
place; I, however^ find the négociations very 
long, and am in continual alarm lest they should 
be broken off by some untoward event. 

I have a fresh source of trouble in the health of 
the King : do not be alarmed, however ; it is as^ 
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good as it ever has been ; but there is a disposi- 
tion to take the alarm, on the part of some through 
anxiety, and of others through affection ï there 
are many, too, who wish to create fears in the 
public mind. A hundred false reports circ?ulated 
in Paris, which it has been impossible to tranquil- 
lize on the subject, and you will readily perceive 
the inconvenience of spreading such reports 
throughout all Europe. As to the King himself, 
he eats with his usual appetite, sleeps well, takes 
the same exercise, walks better than ever, be- 
cause he goes out before meals, and devotes the 
same portion of time to public business. The go- 
vernment of Guyenne is not yet given away ; but 
the King has charged it with ten thousand crowns 
as a pension for the Duchess, whose pecuniary 
affairs are very much deranged. The King has 
prolonged his stay ten days, for the pleasure of 
planting, and to be near the Duchess de Berri, 
who has been confined to her bed for nine days, 
from a fall. The Queen of England has suf- 
fered greatly from headache, and a sore throat, 
which is now much better. Your good friend, 
M. deVilleroi, absents himself too often, to go 
and preside at the meeting of the Marshals; 
I could wish him always near the King, whom 
he knows how to please better than any one 
else. 

The King has just returned from shooting, and 
has brought home thirty or forty head of game : 
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he has never shot so well.before. I wish the King 
of Spain had a park like that of Versailles. 

I began this letter yesterday, and I have just 
received one from you, which informs me of what 
I was apprehensive might happen, that you have 
stopped at Bayonne. This is an event that we 
shall all deplore ; for you are wanted near their 
Catholic Majesties. Every bodygains by it; speak 
no more to me about renunciation, I conjure you : 
I condemn myself to perpetual silence on that sub- 
ject ; for I should only say harsh things were I to 
dwell on it, and I do not stand in need of any 
new cause of uneasiness. I yesterday saw the 
letter which the King of Spain has written to the 
Duke de Berri ; but, again, let us say no more 
about the matter. 


LETTER CCXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Saint Cyr, November 27th, 1712^ 

I THINK you will answer my letter at Madrid^ 
and imagine the waters will have at length al- 
lowed you to quit Bayonne, where I am sorry 
you have been detained so long. I can easily 
believe you were very glad to see the Queen 
Dowager ; but I suppose also, that you would not 
have wished to see her for twelve days together ; 
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and indeed you have good reasons for being a 
little impatient : your quiet and amiable temper 
has been put to the test, by knowing that the 
Queen is expecting your arrival. I participate 
largely in her joy and your own; mine must 
be derived from what is taking place in Spain; 
for I see nothing in France that is calculated to 
afford me much pleasure :- there is, however,, no 
part of the court in which it appears to exist more 
than in my room. We have music frequently; 
for it is the only thing that pleases the King 
when he is not out. Marshal de Villeroi is to: give 
us some this evening, and I hope that this will 
introduce it into other parties, whidh till now has 
been oonfined to those of the Count de Toulouse. 
To-day the King holds a chapter of the order, 
to give it to the Duke d'Aumont, which will enable 
him to appear with more éclat in England. I am 
very impatient to hear of the Duke of Hamilton's 
arrival here ; but as to seeing him, I do not think 
of it ; for, in secluding myself more [than ever 
from the French, I shall not receive foreigners, 
although I most highly approve of their being 
well treated, and exert all my influence for this 
purpose. The Queen of England could not go to 
Saint Germains for the last few days, as she had 
decided ; she hopes, however, to be able to ^o 
there on Thursday. 
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LETTER CCXXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Veisâittes, December dth, 171 2. 

It is some time &ince I have received any of 
your letters ; I am very impatient to know that 
you are arrived at Madrid. Peace is the only 
thing now spoken of here» and yet I do not see it 
take place ; there are even people who pretend, 
that, when the great powers shall be agreed, the 
interests of the minor states will have to undergo 
a long discussion. A small case was sent to M. 
d*Olford, with a note, requesting he would open 
it himself. He was, however, too much on the 
alert to do this ; and the person whom he em- 
ployed, instead of opening it in the usual way, 
took off the bottom, and found several small pis- 
tols, which would all have discharged at the same 
time, and might, it is said, have killed several 
persons had they been present. This mysterious 
affair makes a great noise. 

« 

The King has given the order to the Duke 
d'Aumont, to wear it in England. One of my 
attendants has just informed me that the Duke of 
Hamilton has fought a duel with Lord Moore, 
who was killed, and the Duke only survived 
three hours, having received four wounds. This 
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is a disastrous circumstance, which may still pro- 
long our négociations ; and, as more considerable 
obstacles may arise, I am greatly alarmed about 
this peace, which I desire so ardently, without, 
however, anticipating any very joyful emotions 
when it takes place. 

The Queen of England was to return to Saint 
Germains to-day. The King, her son, edifies 
everybody by the manner in which he hears 
mass: this Prince possesses excellent qualities, 
much religion, probity, and good sense; he is 
very prudent and sedate ; in other respects^ he 
speaks with à greater accent, and his manners are 
more foreign than those who have ever left Lon- 
don. M . le Duc and he are so much alike as to 
be taken for each other. This is entertaining you 
with trifles. Madam ; conceive, therefore, what I 
should do if I had the pleasure of conversing with 
you ; you would then see that those with whom I 
pass my life have less of my confiidence thai^ 
yourself. 


LETTER CCXXVL 

TO THE SAME* 

Versailles, December 19th, 1712«. 

I DID not write to you on Monday last ; for 
none of your letters reached me, and I had no^ 
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thing to communicate: we were then in continual 
expectation of M . Prior ; but we now hear he will 
not come so soon : it is necessary, before he leaves 
England, that Lord Stafford, who is at the Hague, 
should send the final resolution of the Dutch, 
whose deputies are meeting for that purpose: 
^fter which M. Prior will bring us a general or 
separate peace. But, perhaps, you know all better, 
than myself. Madame continues much im^om- 
moded ; however, she hopes that the use of sul- 
phur will bring her about. It is said that the 
Duchess de Bern's court is pretty well attended 
by the men, bat very little by the women ; indo- 
lence renders them incapable of discharging their 
duties, or even of consulting their pleasures. 

At last I have seen your friend at our musical 
party, and I hope not for the last time. The Mar- 
quis de Mouchi, a relation of Cardinal de £s- 
trées, who is in the good graces of the Duchess 
de Berri, was yesterday married to one of her fa- 
vourites, a grand daughter of the first physician to 
Monsieur, whom we shall see seated by his side 
at the repasts of Marly : she is young and hand- 
some, from what I hear ; for I am no longer in the 
habit of seeing young persons. 

I began this letter the day before yesterday, 
and thinking that some news might arrive, I have 
not closed it We have just heard that M. Prior 
will soon be at Paris, and that our affairs are 
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about to be arrangied. May Heaven bless you 
in Spain, and grant us patience in Franee 1 


LETTER CCXXVil. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly» January. lôtfa^ I71dw 

You easily adopt the manners of France^ in 
speaking of the returns from the chase ; I think 
yours very agreeable, and more moderate than 
those of Marly; for I confess that we eat toe 
much, are too long at table, and too fend of good 
living. However, the King has beoome one of the 
most abstemious men in his kingdom: the tables 
of individuals are extravagant ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the continual complaints of the courtiers about 
their poverty, there are scarcely any of them who 
do not keep open house. 

Since- you know nothing of the peace but what 
I tell you, I must needs add, that we no longer 
doubt its taking place ; but it is not expected be- 
fore the month of March, which causes great fear 
lest events might break oflF the négociations. 

The English ambassador is to see the King 
here to-morrow ; the Duke d'Aumont received 
him at Boulogne with great magnificence ; he had 
two hundred gentlemen with him, and more thm 
forty ladies in court dresses. 
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LETTER CCXXVIII. 


TO THJS SAME. 


Versailles, February 6tli, 1713. 

Peace advances, the Dutch have at length en- 
tered into the conferences, having given the satis- 
faction which was demanded, and everybody 
appears persuaded that the Emperor will also 
accede to it ; what is passing in the north will 
contribute to his doing so. 

The King of Sweden has been a long time my 
hero, so much so, that I have his portrait. I was 
charmed with his courage and frugality, as well 
as with the rule which he observes and causes to 
be observed relative to women, and his fidelity 
to his religion ; but some, cruelties have been im- 
puted to him which disgusted me a little ; how- 
ever, I can easily comprehend that you are 
anxious to see him. and I doubt not that he will 
be well treated at your court; at all events, I shall 
judge of him by tlie manner in which he is re- 
ceived there. 

You are very ill-natured in your project of the 
journey to Toulouse. You had better talk of the 
marriage of Mademoiselle de Solve ; her mother 
will give anything to see her well married. Ma- 
dame de Maillebois is well formed, tall, fair, and 
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innocent, with a beautiful mouth and fine teeth ; 
she has something ofthe air of her mother, though 
not se beautifuL She must imitate Madame de 
Rupelmonde, who has conducted herself with 
great propriety at our court, and who manages 
her concerns very well in Holland. I should re- 
gret her in case you induced her to go to Spain, 
if I still took any interest in what is passing here. 
It is certain that M. de Pontchartrain gives you 
many male and female rivals ; do not dread Ma- 
demoiselle d'Aumale ; it is from her choice you 
would have least cause of jealousy. 


LETTER CCXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Versailles, Fèbruaiy 13th, 1713. 

The continuance of the Pope's sickness will 
occasion the departure of our Cardinals ; that is 
to say, of the Cardinals de Rohan and Polignac, 
who is not yet however arrived from Utrecht. I 
doubt not but he is upon as good terms with 
Cardinal de La Trémoille, as he has been, and I 
must say, that he deserves every praise ; I know 
also that everything has been done to excite dis- 
sension between them. 

Mademoiselle de Noailles marries the son of 
Marshal de Chateau Rhenauld, to whom the 
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King gives the reversion of the lieutenancy of 
Brittany. She is not so pretty as her sisters, but 
she is a very good girl, and greatly beloved by all 
"who know her. 

The English ambassadress wishes to see me ; I 
persist in refusing her ; but this has not been done 
without some fear of reproaches from you. Will 
you tell me nothing about the Duchess of Alba? 
Has she not yet arrived ? I am very anxious to , 
hear that she is tranquil, and a little more happy, 
for she suffered much here. 


LETTER CCXXX. 


to THE SAME. 


Marly, February 27lh, 1713. 

I AM very glad that the sickness, which pre- 
vents you writing to me more fully, has not lasted 
longer, and that so good a medicine has been ad- 
ministered. You certainly deserve to live, and 
are not a useless incumbrance on our planet I 
can easily conceive that you scold sometimes ; it 
is impossible to have things in order without re- 
proving those that are irregular. I have often 
taken the liberty of finding fault with the Duchess 
de Lude, because she did not scold enough : this 
lady must be more disagreeable to you than any 
body else, for you are naturally very mild. 

VOL. I. E E 
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Mademoiselle d'Àunààlë has commutiicated to 
me the letteJr witl^ which you have honoured her ; 
and you want a distaff? — ^you shall have every- 
thing you ask for, and 'nothing more. I shall 
take upon me to send you twenty pounds of wool, 
as many of silk, and the same quantity of flax ; 
you only want samples^ for your work will never 
extend farther. 

The affairs in which you interest yourself, your 
attendance upon their Catholic Majesties, the edu- 
cation of two great Princes, a correspondence 
with so many people who esteem you, are equal, 
before God and man, to the merit of managing a 
distaff. 

I am aware of the comfort that is derived from 
wearing stays ; but we must not say any more about 
this in France. A beautiful and great Princess has 
put an end to their use for ever; she could not spoil 
her own shape, but she has spoiled that of others, 
and we now see nothing but clumsy and short 
figures. \ 

On crossing the French frontiers, the King of 
England wrote one of the handsomest letters 
imaginable to the King ; never were terms of re- 
spect, gratitude, and submission,, more happily 
tempered with the dignity of a great King. I 
know of nothing but his restoration, which could 
give me an inclination to live till the period of its 
arrival. 

The Dauphin came here two days ago, finely 
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dreasedy covered with jewelleiy, and looking very 
handsome. The Dw^he^s of Maine contabutes 
very much to the pleasures of Paris, by the play^i 
balls» axul masquerades, which she has Mely 
given with great magnificence. The puppets re- 
present the siege of Douay, the boastings of M. 
de Villars, and mention all our officers by name. 
Everybody goes to see Hiem ; Marshal de ViHars 
has been there himself, for he enjoys à litidd 
i-aillery. The Duchess de Berri has iseat for them 
to Versailles. 

I dare no longer speak of peace; we continue 
to thisik ourselves close to it^ and yet it eludes cmr 
grasp. It is said that to-morrow is the day fixed 
for Queen Anne to decflare lierself to parliament, 
and that we shall hear the result on Saturday. 


LETTER CCXXXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

VeisaiUes, March 6A, 1713. 

NoTHiiTG more is said of Ûke feebleness of the 
Archduke. I thought hi» health had been re- 
established. We are waiting for the news of what 
the Queen shall have said to her parliament It 
is thought here, there will be no campaign. The 
officers and young men can scarcely be more dis- 
orderly during peace than they have been during 
the war ; but, Madam, they do not take so much 
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snuff as the ladies, who are quite disgraced by 
it, and now carry coloured handkerchiefs in their 
pockets. I cannot habituate myself to what I see, 
and I therefore avoid seeing it as much as possible. 
Notwithstanding my seclusion, I cannot refuse 
particular interviews with persons whom I have 
some reasons for noticing; I have had one to- 
day with Madame de Pompadour, to whom all 
this kind of thing is new, and by which she is 
also much alarmed. I have also seen the widow 
of Marshal de Boufflers, w^ho lives in great retire- 
merit; she left me to go to Paris, where her only 
son is confined with à fever. She thinks it will 
Bnd in the small-pox. 

, The son of Marshal de Tallard is about to mariy 
the third daughter of the Prince de Rohan ; she is 
fourteen, very tall, and finely formed. ' Her elder 
sister, who is sixteen, will certainly take the veil, 
and wishes to become a nun. Mademoiselle de 
Rohan, the eldest of all, and who is eighteen, 
does not, on the contrary, wish to remain in a con- 
vent always ; but she is not hurt at seeing her 
'$istçr married before her ; she is said to be hànd- 
some> but rather lame. 


•• « -' ' •-•• • - - -v. p ^ ,t^ ^ 
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LETTER CCXXXIL 


TO THE SAMK. 


Versailles, March 13th, 1713. 

I KNOTvr nothing which can have retarded the 
departure of the Marquis de Montéléon, except 
the prorogation of parliament ; but he will most 
likely set out very soon, since we are assured 
that the Queen of Great Britain will proclaim 
peace to-morrow, after which it will only remaia 
to sigh the preliminaries. I feel anxious for it on 
account of others ; but the King will not be lead^ 
away by his exultation. 

The correspondence which I have with you 
often tries my patience : it is not agreeable . to 
talk of trifles to a person with whom one would 
rather wish to discuss affairs of importance, with- 
out any reserve. 

I should never have thought that the accident 
of the Duke d'Aumont would have been treated 
so slightly in France and in England; it was 
spoken of for two or three days, and then forgotten. 

The Pope's health is better, and Cardinal de 
Rohan told me some days ago, that, he was going 
to pass the Easter at Strasburgh. I have only 
seen the Cardinal de Polignac for a moment. I 
kiiow not the cause of his silence with you ; but 
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he has not written me a word during his stay at 
Utrecht. Your conduct with regard to him is 
worthy of you ; if such a use were always made 
of the malevolent reports which one hears, they 
would not be so frequent. 

Why do you think it strange that the seventh 
Mademoiselle de Noailles should marry the son 
of Marshal de Château Reynauld ? The father is 
a very good man ; . the son liandsome and clever ; 
as to the lady, she is also sensible and at the age 
of discretion. They are both rich. Château 
Reynauld is a fine estate, and the mansion well 
famished. The lady will make a figure in Brittany. 

I have done the very thing. Madam, which you 
cannot believe, by refusing the visit of the English 
ambassadress. Marshal de Villeroi saved me 
from that of the Elector of Bavaria. Have you 
the cruelty to wish me to keep my door open till 
I am at the last gasp ! 


LETTER CCXXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Versailles, April 24th, 1713. 

' I i^iTY you, from the sincere affection you have 
for their Catholic Majesties, in having such diffi- 
culty with regard to the education of your Princes. 
The French are affectionately attached to their 
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King ; his is not a new domination ; the subjects 
are of the same nation ; their fathers and ancestor? 
have served the predecessors of our Kings ; they 
possess talents, courage, and science; but with 
all these advantages, I have more than once seen 
the difficulty which has occurred in the choice 
of preceptors. Never had a Prince more upright 
intentions than the King ; when it was necessary 
to appoint a preceptor to the^ late Dauphin, h? 
did not consult his own inclinations. He ap- 
pointed M. de Montausier, who was virtue itself, 
but of so severe and austere a disposition, that I 
think he intimidated his pupil too much ; he waj9 
surrounded in the subaltern offices with all that 
was thought best ; the flattery which people arc 
taught to use towards Princes from their cradle, 
was especially avoided; he had not an at^ 
tendant but spoke to him more boldly and freely 
than he would have done to a citizen ; but this 
may have contributed to his tiniidity. You saw 
the choice J:hat was m^de of M. de BeauviU|!prs 
and M. de Cambrai ; this c^nnojt be disappr^yved 
of, when we look git the Duke of Burgundy and 
his Catholic JVfajesty. It seems to me, that 
from the manner in which your court is consti- 
tuted, the Infants could not be so much separated 
as they have always been in this court, or left so 
much to their governesses. Would not the 
King, Queen, and yourself, form a good governor 
aj)d gpyernesses, in authorising, however, the 


424 LETTERS 01? 

governor and preceptor that may be named ? I 
once knew a man of great intellect, who maintained 
that men should educate females, and women the 
men. This maxim might be carried too far, but 
it is not without some reason ; therë are no women 
so rigid, with respect to coquetry, as men who 
wish the sex to be modest und reserved : there 
are no women who would allow" youth the rnde- 
nesses and improprieties to which men scarcely 
attach any importance, and which are, however, 
very objectionable, I -could wish, then, for a 
Spanish nobleman^ a brave warrior, full of honour 
and probity, a preceptor, and not a pedant, pos- 
sessing a mind adorned with everything that is 
most agreeable. The example of the King, the 
accomplishments of the Queen, the politeness and 
correctness of the camerera mayor , would do all 
the rest. It seems to me, this is a very excellent 
project. There is in your letter an expression, 
which shows me that I think like yourself respect- 
ing children, when you say that they should be 
spoken to rationally. I have two hundred and 
fifty whom I edtfcate upon this principle, and 
with which I am extremely well satisfied. You 
are right in thinking that it is pleasant to hear 
the King speak of the little care that was taken of 
him in his youth ; as he has got so well out of that 
period, he talks of it now very much at his ease. 

Although we are assured that the Emperor will 
sign in his turn, I do not like to hear wv still 
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talked of; everything is prepared for the Ger- 
man campaign, although all the court is con- 
vinced it will not take place. 


LETTER CCXXXIV. 


TO TJ{£ SAME. 


Saint Cyr, May 7th, 1713. 

It is true, that the Queen of England has con- 
ducted the négociation which gives us peace very 
ably, and that all these delays have been indis- 
pensible ; there is now only the Emperor to sign, 
and nobody doubts his doing so this month. Our 
troops are nevertheless marching towards Ger- 
many ; we had many farewells from all the officers 
when we quitted Versailles ; but there was no- 
thing sad in these, from the persuasion that we 
should soon meet again. Marshal d'Harcourt» 
who was to command this army, is detained at 
Marly, by one of those dangerous apoplectic 
fits, which return so often ; his brain is sadly dis- 
ordered, for he is aware that he cannot pronounce 
what he thinks, and that he says quite the con- 
trary ; his lady found him in this state on arriving 
from Normandy. It is a great affliction for 
Madame de Caylus, as their friendship was very 
sincere, and her children, who are nearly related 
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to Madame d'Harcourt, will lose much by his 
death, 

lam very much disposed to approve of what 
their Catholic Majesties do ; and moreover, it is 
quite my idea to divert young Princes as much as 
possible, from the familiarity of the women who 
surrounded them, and to speak to them rationally, 
not Qnly at the age of five and a half, but even at 
three ; for as there is nothing better than reason, 
it cannot be imparted too soon, especially if com- 
municated agreeably, and so as to make an 
impression sooner than we can expect ; I have 
experienced the efficacy of this plan beyond ^ 
doubt. I could wish with all my heart, that M, 
de Figueroa knew as much of it as myself; but 
I think that the King and Queen, as well as your- 
self, ought to take a great part in this important 
çduçation. 


LETTER CCXXXV. 

• » * • 

TO THE S^ME. 

Marly, May 12th, 1713, 

We are sorry to see the army march: og fop 
Germany, Marshal de Villars succeeds Marshal 
d'Harcourt, who goes to the waters ; he is con- 
vinced that his journey will not be long, and but 
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little embarrassed bytJbiswatji if it pleased the 
Emperor to continue it. 

If my feelings are blunted^ my reflections often 
represent to me the miracle which God hai^ 
wrought in farour of our Kings, and the difference 
between the peace which we hare just signed, 
and that of Gertruydenberg. The King appears 
as satisfied with it as you could wish, especially 
when he is at Marly, where he is much happier 
than at Versailles ; he takes his walk in the morn^ 
ing, which is very conducive to his health ; this i$ 
certainly better than could be expected, consider-* 
ing his age* 

The Elector of Bavaria omits no opportunity of 
being with the King, and amusing himself; he 
joins all the hunting parties, and afterwards plays 
at lansquenet in the saloon, till two or three 
o'clock in the morning : the Elector is a very 
amiable Prince, and I heartily wish him every 
success. 


LETTER CCXXXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Marly, May 29th, 1713. 

Well, Madam! this popular alarm, which 
seized me before any one else, becomes well 
founded, and we are now at war with the Empe- 
ror and the empire : our wisest heads have been 
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deceived, because they have reasoned on facts^ 
and Prince Eugene and M. de Marlborough have 
yielded without reason. I am very sorry for 
it ; the nations will yet suffer^ aad they stood in 
great need of being relieved : the King's repose 
will be troubled just as I thought he had began to 
enjoy it ; and when he seemed to enjoy himself 
more freely than ever. 

The joy arising from proclaiming peace is ren- 
dered incomplete by this remnant of war* The 
Duke de Tremes has given a very splendid enter- 
tainment at the Hotel de Ville. While I am 
writing to you, the King is hunting ; Madame de 
Berri is in the landau with him, because she is 
prevented from riding by a slight bruise. The 
Elector of Bavaria is here, and will spend a part 
of the night in the card room. Ragoski is also 
hunting, but he does not play : he is quite of 
another turn; he likes to be alpne, and wishes 
to inspect everything minutely, and appears very 
prudent in whatever he says or does. 


LETTER CCXXXVII. 


TO" THE SAME. 


Marly, May 31st, 1713, _ 

I CAN easily conceive your joy on the arrival of 
the courier from Savoy : it is a^great pleasure to 
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see the Queen in a state to enjoy a correspondence 
with the best of mothers, and who must have had 
great merit in beginning the education of our two 
Princesses. 

ït is true there is no need of books for medita- 
tion, for all that we daily see furnishes us with im- 
portant matter; that respecting the Duke de 
Médina Cœli is very affecting : but we have seen 
such awful instances in persons who were inno* 
cence itself. 

Whenever you are disposed to praise me for my 
capacity in the education of children, I shall 
receive it greedily ; for I am really persuaded that 
I know something of the subject. I find you much 
less embarrassed than we about a governor, from 
the kind of life you lead. The King, Queen, and 
yourself, must do one half of his work ; for I 
imagine that you do not abandon your Princes to 
governors, only seeing them ceremoniously for a 
quarter of an hour every week. 

Peace will be proclaimed to-morrow in Paris : 
some ladies will go there from Marly ; the rejoicings 
and Te Deum will take place on Thursday. With 
all this the Emperor declares war against us ; we 
see the generals depart, to the great regret of the 
poor Duchess de Guiche, who had calculated up- 
on passing the summer with her husband. You 
will not doubt but I feel this news more keenly 
than all the rest. 

It is true that the Duchess de Berri wishes 
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to aftittse herself; but she has yet a greater 
desire to have children, aiid I am convinced she 
will risk nothing upon that subject, for she is very 
capable of following up an object. 
- The Chevalier de Saint George is delighted with 
his reception at the court of Lorraine : we should 
yet see the restoration of tiiiis Prince, whose re- 
putation increases daily : the Queen, his mother, 
lives retired at Chxiillot, without any succour or 
consolation, except what God is pleased to give 
her. Marly takes me still further from her ; Jf I 
continue as well as I have been the last fortnight 
at Versailles, I shall have the honour of paying 
her a visit 
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LETTER CCXXXVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Versailles, June 12th, 1713. 

My secretary is left at Saint Cyr, bo that it is 
with my own feeble hand I must address you ; I 
would, however, gladly attempt something still 
more difficult for you ; but what could I not do, if 
there was a hope of seeing you ! I think I could 
post it very well, but I should not look quite so 
virell on arriving. 

Marshal de Villars, by a precipitate march, has 

1 
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takéh à tery advantageous position ; tnilitary men 
appear delighted with it, and so am 1/ upon their 
word, as much as I can be during a war upon 
which I had not reckoned. 

The description you give of my present, charms 
me ; you know ht)w to embellish everything ; but 
you cannot be too well satisfied with my inten* 
tions towards you, from the distaflF to the sove-^ 
rieignty. I fear lest this remnant of war should 
derange the grand affair* 

I have thanked the King, in your name, for the 
lively interest he has manifested for you on this 
occasion ; he thinks yoja ought to be quite pleased 
with him and M. de Torcy, with "^hom I have 
had a conversation respecting you ; he affirms that 
you are well convinced he is also in your interests* 


LETTER CCXXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Saint Cyr, June 19th, 1713. 

You know that I am ignorant of what prevéntâ 
the couriers of the Marquis de Montéléon from 
arriving : the peace has been signed and the re- 
joicings have taken place so long ago, that I 
feel much hurt at your not knowing it before^ 
I am equally dissatisfied with respect to the Ger- 
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man war, when you say that you do not believe 
the Emperor will act against us. All the best 
politicians of France thought so, and yet it has 
taken place ; they now say it will not last long, 
and, perhaps, they will be deceived. I begin, 
however, to postpone my griefs till the evil day 
arrives, and to get rid of those which foresight 
creates, which are, certainly, often fallacious. 

Marshal de Villars has set out full of hope ; and, 
by a very quick march, he has seized upon all the 
advantages we could desire. He is preparing for the 
siege of Landau, and subsisting our troops at the 
enemy's expense ; which will give great pleasure to 
M. Desmaretz, who has not all the money of which 
be stands in need. There^ is, notwithstanding, a 
great deal spent here ; they play higher than they 
have done for a long time, and the Elector of 
Bavaria is constantly giving entertainments ; the 
Dauphin returns them, and the Duchess, together 
with the Princesses, her daughters, furnishes every 
thing, showing the greatest activity. 

But I must not forget, with regard to the Prin- 
cesses, that their marriages are about to take place; 
I would relate some particulars respecting them, 
if they had not become public, and if I did not 
know you have a correspondence with persons 
here, better informed than myself. 
I I now only think of shutting myself up ; I pass 
\ the days at Saint Cyr, and the evenings with the 
King : the Marshal de Villeroi and myself often 


MADAME DE MAIÏ^TENOX. 433 

deplore our losses, and criticise all that is pass- 
ing. We have hastened our journey to Ram- 
bouillet, because the dispensations will arrivé 
from Rome by the time we ought to be there ; and 
it is wished that the marriages should take place 
as soon as possible. We set out on the 26th in- 
stant, and return on the 1st of July. 


LETTER CCXL. 


TO THE SAME. 


. Saint Cyr, July 2ûd, 1713. 

There are many subjects upon >yhich I could 
still say to you, no, I will not answer, &c. ; but I 
.must dispense with the consolation I should dcir 
rive from unbosoming myself to a friend like yon. 

The best news I have to give you upon the 
journey we have just made, is that the King, has 
attended the stag hunt every day since ;ouf arrival, 
although the meetings were three leagues off ; the 
chaces, comprehending the time for returning, 
lasted six or seven hours^ and the King was never 
better. , 

You will, perhapB, think less of the vigour of 
our Princesses, who have hunted night land day. 
The Duchess de Berri has risen often àt three 
o'clock in the morning to hunt ; but I mu^t not 
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omit telling you that before we left Versailles, 
Mademoiselle de Bourbon and MadenK>iselle de 
Charolais set out at five o'clock in the evening to 
go to Surène to play with the Elector^ sup^ mask, 
and dance till six in the morning, return to Ver- 
sûlles, go to their toilette, dress and accompany 
the King to the procession of the Holy Sacra- 
ment. I formerly saw such excesses as these 
once a year, but it is nothing now-a-days if they 
are not renewed three or four times a week. 

Your Marshal de Villeroi has always continued 
at Rambouillet, but he leaves it to-morrow morn- 
ing to endeavour to arrange a difference between 
the Count d'Harcourt and the Duke d'Estrées ; it 
was wished to let it pass over quietly, but as it 
took place before ten men, and eight or nine 
women, it soon became public. It was atfiarst re- 
ported that the Count, having had some words 
with the Duke, had given him a box on the ear. 
It has been since reported that the Prince said he 
did not strike him, and that if he had, he should 
reproach himself, because the Duke was very 
much intoxicated ; the latter, affirmed, however, 
that he had been struck. This is n;ow daid to be 
the fact ; I know not what will be said in the ar- 
rangement that is about to take place, and shall 
therefore drop the subject. 

I know what I should do if you Were near ûie, 
but I fancy it to myself as the niost delici<Mis 
treat : I should not then change my maxkn to fly 
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the World, but I would persecute yoy, perhaps, as 
much as it does me, and we should both speak 
rery harshly of it. 

I am quite tired of forming a better judgment 
than wise men. We are at war ; it begins well ;^ 
you will have all the particulars from other quar- 
ters. Marshal de Villars hopes to manage so well, 
and with so much alacrity, that he will procure 
us peace. 

The news of the King of Spain offering to com- 
mand the French arniy on the Rhine has not yet 
arrived here ; the hope of seeing this Prince afford- 
ed me at first an agreeable idea, but the first re- 
flection has found this prospect more brilliant than 
useful. 

The siege of Landau has already cost us M. de 
Biron, or at least one of his arms, which required 
immediate amputation, because it was splintered 
with a cannot shot ; every body is sorry for it ; 
his lady and his mother-in-law set out directly 
to join him j Madame de Nogent, M. de Lau- 
?un's sister, wished to go notwithstanding her age, 
saying that she was no longer desirous of life, if 
her s(m-în-law died- Mesdame de Nogaret aûd 
d'Urfé are also much afflicted. I fear lest we may 
yet bear worse news ; but the foAress is good, 
^e garrison strong, the governor an honest and 
able man, all essential qualities for a vigoroirs de- 
fence. 

The Kkig sent M. delauzun to Chaillot to in- 

' F F 2 


436 I.ETTERS OF 

vite the Queen of England to the marriages of the 
Princes, proposing to her to sleep at Versailles ; she 
excused herself on account of the weak state of 
her health, and a debility which she had not 
hitherto experienced. I suspected the account of 
M. de Lauzun to be rather exaggerated ; but 
Marshal de Berwick has fully confirmed it : I am 
going to Chaillot to-day to see her myself. Jt is 
a twofdld^cause of sadness for the Queen to know 
that her son has returned to Bar, which is a very 
disagreeable residence, and where I fear he is 
likely to remain some time ; not that I am capable 
of judging whether peace or war will be more 
favourablato him. 


1.ETTER CCXLI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, July 17th, 1713. 

It appears7singular that you hear no more of 
your plenipotentiaries since they have been at 
Utrecht, which is certainly the spot that ought to 
furnish them with most matter to entertain you. 
We have heard of couriers being assassinated, and 
I believe that some of the malefactors have been 
taken up. 

You are right in preferring peace to the ad- 
vantages we might derive from war ; I wish no 
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other to the King but that of tranquillity and the 
recovery of his kingdom^ which is completely ex- 
hausted. The weather alarms us very much, for 
we may apprehend a similar famine to that of 
1709. 

The siege of Landau advances, and we have 
lost no person of consequence since the accident 
of M. de Biron^ who is as well as we could 
^ expect. 

I am convinced that Marshal de Villars will be 
fully sensible of the honour conferred upon him^ 
by his Catholic Majesty, in sending him the order 
of the Golden Fleece ; nothing is more flattering 
to him than such a mark of attention from so great 
aKing, and he will not fail to prize it highly. 

It is true that I entertain great esteem for the 
Marquis de Brancos ; he possesses wit, virtue, and 
great courage ; and has, moreover, in my eyes, the 
merit of being very poor with high birth ; there i» 
really a pleasure in aiding and raising up those 
who are thus circumstanced. / ' 

I have seen the Queen of England; she is not 
well, but not so ill as I had been told. The 
good folks of Saint Germains rather exaggerate the 
injury she suffers from the air of Chaillot, because 
they wish to have her among themselves: but 
when there, she is overwhelmed with misery, and 
sometimes with reproaches from' all those who 
surround her. She is partial to the sisterhood of 
Saint Mary, and passes her days in prayer : i 


438 LETTERS OF 

could wish it were not so near the heart of the 
King her husband, and that of the Princess her 
daughter. 


M*MM 


LETTER CCXLII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, Augiut 6tb, 1 71 3. 

I RECEIVED the letter which I expected by the 
post a week ago ; but it came so late that I could 
not answer it, as the King was in my room. 

It is very late to become wise, but I begin to be 
convinced that we should think but little of the 
future ; experience should teach us that it is 
scarcely ever such as we had pictured to ourselves. 

Marshal de Villeroi is satisfied with the re- 
conciliation he has effected. The Marshals of 
France affirm that their tribunal has been recog- 
nized ; while the Princes of Lorrain say Hiat three 
Marshals, nominated by the King, do not con- 
stitute a tribunal ; so that each party is satisfied 
with its own decision. I have not heard Cardi- 
nal d'Estrées mentioned in all this business ; but 
I think, with you, that he must have felt it very 
sensibly. 

I could wish the Queen had a little of the cold 
we feel hefe : we have not had two fine days during 
the whole Summer. There are three Cardinals 
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here who constantly attend the King, and who 
are among the most assiduous of our courtiers. 


LETTER CCXLIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Marly, August 7th, 1713. 

I AM SO glad of what M. Voisins has just told 
me of the submission of the Gatalonians, and of 
Barcelona itself, that I cannot defer congratulating 
you on it, I entreat you to present my homage to 
their Catholic Majesties, assuring them there i& 
no person who is more interested than myself in 
their happiness, grandeur, and repose. 

Let it not be said that you are the sole cause of 
the war being prolonged ; I cannot believe it, an^ 
blame those very much who think so. 


LETTER CCXLIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Marly, August 13th, I713r 

Your proceedings are slow, and I attribute 
this to your being so distant from us. It is a long 
time since we have thought peace was made with 
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England and Savoy, but we have not yet arranged 
matters with the Emperor, 

The siege of Landau is continued, and is ex- 
pected to end between the 15th and 20th instant. 
It is true that we have not lost any persons of 
much importance, though many officers and sol- 
diers; this has not arisen from the vigorous dé- 
fende of the enemy, but the place is very strong, 
and the enemy have a number of mines, which 
oblige us to proceed cautiously. I think Marshal 
de Villars very praiseworthy for wishing to save 
his troops. 

We think here that Barcelona has subnïitted, 
and that you enjoy profound tranquillity. It is 
true there never was so much moiiey in France 
among people of business, or so little with the 
King and courtiers; we starve in the midst of 
plenty, but it must not be denied that the expences 
of living and play are excessive» 

There area number of ladies at. Marly ; we tiave 
so many Princesses and maids of honour, that there * 
are quite' enough without wishing for any more ; 
but I have no objection to their coming, as I do 
not see any of them. 1 have already named those 
whom I have reserved to myself, for the dinner 
and musical parties which are given in ûiy own 
apartments. » 
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LETTER CCXLV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, Aiçust 27th, 1713. 

The news changes so often, that I am obliged to 
adopt a different style every post. I begged you 
to offer my very humble respects to their Catholic 
Majesties upon the reduction of Barcelona; and 
we now hear of hostilities being about to take 
place there, and which may be prolonged from 
your want of the necessary means of carrying on 
the siege. We know also, that M, and Madame 
de Savoie are oh the point of going to Sicily. 

Landau is taken ; and we are going to 
march to Fribourg, of which it is thought the 
siege will be equally long. The Marquis de Biron 
has been named Governor of Landau,— an honour 
which he has purchased rather dearly, for he still 
suffers much pain. 

M. and Madame de Berri went a few days ago 
to the Opera, at the Fair. of Saint Laurent, and to 
see the rope-dancing. There were sixteen ladies 
in their suite. They went through Paris in a num- 
ber of coaxïhes, attended by guards, trumpets, tim- 
brels and drums; distributing money freely as they 
passed through the streets; there was not. one 
of the sixteen ladies who did not receive a present 
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It is said to have cost Madame de Berri two 
thousand crowns; she expends her money very 
liberally, although I believe she is obliged to 
borrow it. The Princess de Conti and her sister, 
Madamoiselle de Charolais, acccompanied Ma- 
dame de Conti; but excluded the Duchess, for- 
merly Mademoiselle de Conti, for whom she pro- 
fesses a decided enmity. 

I have a female relative who had the uôsfor* 
tune to displease her: it is tlie Countess de 
Mailly, who has lately brought Madame de Pôlig* 
nac, her daughter, to Paris, but whom she found 
a little too much given to those excesses in plea-» 
sure which are but too prevalent there. She 
told M. dt Polignac, if he wished to keep his wife 
at court, he might do so; but if he wished his 
daughter to remain under her charge, she must ac- 
company her to Paris, where she was on the 
point of going. Madame de Polignac is eighteen, 
and very beautifuL 

Madame de Beaumanoir is not dead, but it is 
said she cannot live long. The Queen of England 
came here yesterday, and appeared tolerably well 
while she wjis with the King; but immediately 
he went away, she burst into tears, which is not 
her usual habit. The King, her son, is persecuted 
on every side oa account of his religion ; and even 
the Catholics, who are near his person, wish to in* 
spire him with extravagant notions. He has been 
also refused the securities which he demands; and 
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is reduced to a wretched state of existence; he 
is in want of money as is also the poor Queen^ 
France paying very badly, and England con* 
tinu^ly postponing what has been so long pro* 
mised. 


LETTER CCXLVL 


TO THE SAME. 


Fontainebleau, September 11 th, 1713. 

It was apparently a presentiment of what is 
now taking place which rendered us indiffeiient to 
peace: for it is impossible to rejoice when we 
reflect on the little that remains to us. . However, 
as experi^ice gives wisdom, I feel myself nmch 
more tranquil than I formerly was, and it seems 
to me that if I had to begin life again, I should 
be a little more reasonable and less anxious. 

I do not think any new enterprizes will be un- 
dertaken in Germany ; there are too many obsta* 
cles, and our ablest men assert that our affairs are 
in too good a condition to risk anything. 

Nor do I perceive, from all I hear, that you can 
undertake the siege of Barcelona. I had heard 
wonders of the probity and piety of M. de Stah* 
remberg; but I make great deductions since his 
quitting Spain, which does not by any means 
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correspond with the idea I had entertained of him. 
I thinks with you, that one of the great misfor- 
tunes of our Princes is, not to be able to look after 
their affairs themselves, since this circumstance 
makes them dependent upon those whom they 
employ. I have seen many instances of it, and I 
think you know still more of the matter than my- 
self. 

The Elector is here; he resides with M. d'Antin 
in the garden of Diana; his Highness arrived there 
on Saturday, and began by playing cards vrith 
the Duchess till midnight ; after which he made 
a party with Madame de Berri ; these two being 
most calculated for each others society, both re- 
quiring constant amusement. He was yesterday 
closeted with* the King: there was a promenade 
round the canal in the evening. The Duchess was 
on the water, Madame de Berri in a landau, the 
young Duchess in a coach, the Princess de Conti 
and Madmoiselle de Charolais on horseback, the 
King alone in his calèche, for he has not yet al- 
lowed the place of our Dauphiness to be occupied. 
I was not present at this fine sight, but -in the 
forest with four or five ladies, who would not have 
enjoyed it more than myself. 

I must say a word of Madanle d'Orleans ; she 
was in a coach painted yellow and light blue, With 
black horses and silver mounted. harness. ^ 
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LETTER CCXLVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Versailles, October 23, 1713. 

I HAD kept your last letter, to divert myself a 
little with you on the ingenious manner in which 
I attempted to get a present from you, and your 
penetration in perceiving it. I wished also to 
tell you that the King cannot bear santaur of 
China, and that he does not like fire-screens, be- 
cause they disfigure a room ; but I cannot enter 
into such details, when I know that their majes- 
ties are indisposed, and you in so sad a situation ; 
you require all the patient qualities which God 
has given you to bear up against so many trou- 
bles ; it appears that everything goes on better 
when you write, and there is reason to hope that 
the next news will be good, which, however, is 
not expected without some uneasiness. I have 
none Eut good to tell you of the health of the 
King and the Dauphin, which is the sole joy of 
good Frenchmen and honest people. The rest 
does not go on so well, and I am not without my 
share of suffering. 

The assembly of the clergy begins well. . Car- 
dinal de Noailles is very anxious for the peace of 
the church, and Cardinal Rohan, who presides at 
the commission, is prudent and moderate. I have 
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been in a feeble state since I quitted Fontaine- 
bleau, having had more repose there than here, 
which is a circumstance that greatly affects my 
health ; that of our holy Queen of England is in 
a bad state ; she is extremely ill, and so dejected, 
that she seems more dead than alive. A poor 
person in her situation would excite great com- 
passion ; she is very much alone ; the absence of 
the king, her son, fills her with grief and affliction ; 
they are both in great want of money, being very 
ill paid by France, and not at all by England, 
who promised to do so more than six months 
ago. 


LETTER CCXLVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, November 5th, 1713. 

I SINCERELY hope wc shall take Fribourg, but 
it wiU not be so soon, nor so easily effected as 
had been thought, because the governor, wka 
showed so little vigour at tke beginning, appears 
now resolved to defend himself to the last. An 
assq;ult|Was to be made on the 1st instant } if it has 
taken place, we shall know the result to-mœrrowl 
The principal magistrates of the city, together 
with the ladies and many persons of quality, who 
had retired to it with their effect», have waited 
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on the governor, preceded by the holy sacrament, 
to mtreat him not to expose them to pillage, and 
all the consequences of an assault ; he answered, 
that it was not yet time to surrender, and ordered 
himself to be carried to the breach, notwith- 
standing his gout, to ascertain personally the state 
of the works. 

If the Emperor is as obstinate in continuing 
the war as in facing the plague, we shall have no 
peace, for it is said that he absolutely refuses to 
quit Vienna ; but we are assured that the conta- 
l^ion diminishes. 

It is true that Marshal de Villars is making a 
glorious campaign : he has his faults, like other 
men, but he is very much attached to the King and 
the state, and one of the most able of our generals. 

I can easily conceive why you did not answer 
the long letter of Marshal de Villeroi. I think 
you have done much to absent yourself from the 
Queen's room while you write to me. . 

November 6tb. 

M. de Contades, Major of the Guards, has just 
arrived with the news that the city of Fribourg 
has been taken without any assault; the haJf- 
moon was carried, and only a single lieutenant 
killed ; the governor retired into the castle. But 
you will hear a better account of the affair from 
others. The Queen of England returns to Saint 
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Germains to-day through pure complaisance ; 
she is not required to remain in the place that is 
the least disagreeable to her. 


LETTER CCXLIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Marly, November 20th, 1713. * 

I HAVE no letter from you, but you have one 
from me, which cannot however indicate to you 
our astonishment and affliction at what is passing. 
I leave it to those who are capable of making the 
reflections called forth by the conduct of the Ca- 
tholic King, and on the consequences which it 
may produce throughout all Europe ; I confine 
myself to your particular interest, which makes 
me sufier as much now, as it afforded me joy a 
week ago : never did surprise equal that of your 
friend and mine. God grant that you may repair 
everything that you have spoiled; it is impos- 
sible for me to speak of any thing else. 
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